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Puel: We've 
gotenough 
leaders here 


CLAUDE Puel has hailed Saints’ 
leadership qualities ahead of the 
League Cup final at Wembley. 

The St Mary’s chief has lost 
two captains this season, with 
Jose Fonte leaving in January 
for West Ham and Virgil van 
Dijk suffering a long-term injury, 
writes Peter Howard. 

Puel isn’t worried, however, 
with Steven Davis now wearing 
the armband and numerous 
other experienced options within 
the team. 

“We’ve had to change many 
times the captain,” he said. “It’s 
difficult for the team because 
the leadership is always 
important. 

“We started with Jose, we 
know it was difficult with his 
position in the club. 

“But after it was Virgil, a 
strong character and personality 
with quality on the pitch. 

“Now he’s got an injury and 
now Davo [Steven Davis] takes 
his place with good leadership. 

“Davo and Romeu, Yoshida, 
Ryan Bertrand can give good 
leadership now for the second 
part of the season. 

“It’s important to have many 
players that can take this 
important place. 



Manolo Gabbiadini 


“We’ve had great people and 
strong characters, like Jose or 
Virgil, Davo also, but he’s more 
calm than the others. 

“Davo and other players can 
give good leadership for this 
team.” 

Manolo Gabbiadini has scored 
three goals in two games since 
his £14.5m arrival from Napoli in 
January and Puel believes the 
Italian’s form has breathed new 
confidence into the side. 

Prior to the 25-year-old’s 
arrival, Saints were on a 
miserable run in the Premier 
League. 

“Manolo has played two 
games and scored, it’s 
important,” he said. “Many 
times since the beginning of the 
season we have done a fantastic 
job but without a good clinical. 

“It was difficult to accept 
sometimes, but when a player 
like Gabbiadini scores it gives 
confidence to the team and the 
other strikers. 

“We saw this for Shane in the 
last game against Sunderland. 

“It’s important to find a good 
clinical in the game. 

“I don’t know how many 
games we deserved to win 
with many chances without 
opportunity for the opponent.” 




ROLL UP, roll up! 

All aboard the Claude Puel emo¬ 
tional rollercoaster! 

Now departing St Mary’s head¬ 
ing for Wembley stadium! 

Roll up, roll up! 

It’s certainly been a season of 
delightful highs and crushing 
lows for Claude Puel in his first 
season as Southampton FC man¬ 
ager. 

Saints supporters have experi¬ 
enced the full range of emotions 
in 2016/17 - never really knowing 
what lies in store for them from 
one week to the next. 

And never really knowing 
which version of Puel’s Saints 
will turn up. 

Will it be the one capable of 
shackling free-scoring Liverpool 
over two legs of a League Cup 
semi final? The one capable of 
entering a footballing cathedral 
such as Anfield and stunning the 
home fans? 

Or will it be the one who have 
turned in a handful of drab dis¬ 
plays, sentencing fans to some 
kind of 90-minute long sporting 
purgatory? 

Who really knows? 

Aboard the Claude Puel emo¬ 
tional rollercoaster, anything is 
possible. 

Here, the Spors Pink charts 
the highs and the lows of the 
Frenchman’s fascinating first few 
months at St Mary’s. 

Fans have complained that the 
football has been dull at times. 

Possibly so, but the season - one 
of Saints’ most gloriously incon¬ 
sistent campaigns in living mem¬ 
ory - certainly hasn’t been. 

LOW 

Aug 27: Saints 1 Sunderland 1 

Having already failed to beat 
Watford at St Mary’s on the open¬ 
ing day, Saints required a late lev¬ 
eller from sub Jay Rodriguez to 
avoid an embarrassing home loss 
against the Black Cats. 

HIGH 

Sept 15: Saints 3 Sp Prague 0 

After collecting just two points 
from four league games, Claude 
Puel was in desperate need of a 
first win. And thanks to a first 
half double from European debu¬ 
tant Charlie Austin, and a late 
third from Jay Rodriguez, he got 
just that as Saints took an early 
foothold on their Europa League 
group. 

HIGH 

Sept 25: West Ham 0 Saints 3 

A fourth straight league and 
cup win - all with clean sheets - 


was delivered through goals from 
Charlie Austin, Dusan Tadic and 
James Ward-Prowse. After beat¬ 
ing Swansea, this win made it 
back-to-back league successes 
- something Saints have been un¬ 
able to match since. 

LOW 

Oct 20: Inter Milan 1 Saints 0 


On a historic night in the San 
Siro, Claude Puel again leaves 
skipper Jose Fonte out of his 
starting XI, while top scorer 
Charlie Austin is on the bench 
and Nathan Redmond left out of 
the squad altogether. Saints still 
enjoy the bulk of the possession 
but fail to take their chances and 
concede relatively late on. 


HIGH 

Oct 26: Saints 1 Sunderland 0 

Club record signing Soufiane 
Boufal, who had missed the start 
of his first season at Saints due 
to injury, celebrates his first start 
with a stunning 20-yard wonder 
strike against Sunderland in the 
League Cup. 

HIGH 

Nov 3: Saints 2 Inter Milan 1 

Saints come from behind to re¬ 
cord a famous victory against one 
of the most famous names in Eu¬ 
ropean football. Trailing at half¬ 
time, Virgil van Dijk levels on 64 
minutes before Yuto Nagatomo 
needlessly puts through his own 
goal five minutes later. 

LOW 

Nov 6: Hull 2 Saints 1 

The joy of beating Inter does 
not last long as Saints lose to a 
Hull side who entered the game 
having picked up only one point 
from their previous eight league 
games. Charlie Austin puts Saints 
ahead early on but they concede 
twice in three second half min- 



Roll up for Puel's 


By Simon 

Carter 




LOW: Top scorer Charlie 
Austin suffers a serious 
shoulder injury on the 
night Saints crash out of 
the Europa League. 


HIGH: Saints score their 
winner against Inter 
Milan (below) in the 
Europa League. 
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Jose: Saints 
want it a lot 


rollercoaster ride! 



utes. 

LOW 

Nov 24: Sp Prague 1 Saints 0 
Jose Fonte is again left out and 
Charlie Austin is again on the 
bench as Saints turn in an insipid 
Europa League display to lose in 


the Czech Republic. 

HIGH 

Nov 27: Saints 1 Everton 0 
Saints sentence Ronald Koe- 
man to defeat on his first return 
to St Mary’s as Everton manager. 
Claude Puel throws in teenager 


Josh Sims for his first ever start 
and is rewarded when the rookie 
provides the assist for what turns 
out to be Charlie Austin’s first 
minute winner. 

HIGH 

Nov 30: Arsenal 0 Saints 2 


First half goals from Jordy Cla- 
sie, his first for the club, and Ryan 
Bertrand, send Saints through to 
what is only the club’s third ever 
League Cup semi final - and their 
first since 1987. 

LOW 

Dec 3: C Palace 3 Saints 0 
Palace went into the game hav¬ 
ing lost six league games in a row, 
yet they still easily beat Saints 
thanks to goals from Christian 
Benteke (2) and James Tomkins. 
It is one of only two Palace home 
league wins all season. 

LOW 

Dec 8: Saints 1 Hapoel 1 

The worst night of the season so 
far, as Saints not only crash out of 
the Europa League - conceding a 
late goal to previously unfancied 
Israeli outfit Hapoel - but also los¬ 
ing top scorer Charlie Austin to a 
serious shoulder injury. 

HIGH 

Dec 17: Cherries 1 Saints 3 
Desperately in need of a morale 
booster, Claude Puel gets one at 
Dean Court thanks to a Jay Rod¬ 
riguez brace and one from Ryan 
Bertrand. 

LOW 

Dec 31: Saints 1 West Brom 2 
For the fourth time this season 
in the league, Saints lose after 
taking the lead - something which 
had previously happened at Arse¬ 
nal and Hull and at home to Tot¬ 
tenham three days earlier. Shane 
Long scores his first Saints goal 
since last May, but the Baggies are 
level within two minutes. 

LOW 

Jan 2: Everton 3 Saints 0 
Saints are well beaten by Ronald 
Koeman’s men at Goodison Park. 

Continued on page 4 


JOSE Mourinho has warned 
Saints ahead of the League Cup 
final: You won’t want it more 
than us! 

Saints upset the odds against 
United by winning the 1976 FA 
Cup and Mourinho has warned 
a similar outcome will be on the 
cards unless the current crop 
match the desire of Claude 
Puel’s men. 

“If they want it more than us, 
they win,” he said. “So we have 
to be sure that they don’t want it 
more than us. 

“That’s the point. They want 
a lot, of course they want a lot. 
Of course they want a lot, but I 
don’t think that they want it more 
than us. 

“So I think the best team on 
the pitch will win and it will not 
depend on motivations because 
I don’t think that they are more 
motivated than us.” 

Mourinho was not interested 
in talking about matching 
Sir Alex Ferguson and Brian 
Clough’s record of four wins in 
the competition, but pointed to 
the fact that United already have 
a trophy in the shape of the 
Community Shield. 

This, though, is a far more 
important trophy and one that 
can help cultivate a winning 
mentality. 

“I think when you have a taste 
of good things, you want to 
repeat,” Mourinho said. “I think 
when you get used to winning, 
when you don’t win, you miss it. 
You miss it.” 

United have only lost one of 
their last 25 league and cup 
games - the second leg of the 
League Cup semi final at Hull 
City. 

That is a daunting record, but 
Liverpool had only lost twice in 
25 games prior to the first leg 
of the League Cup semi at St 
Mary’s last month. 



Jose Mourinho. 



Wimbledon 2017 
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Saints V Manchester United Wembley, league Cupflnal 2017 


V*, 


Benali 'choked' by Danny's kind gesture 



Francis Benali 


FRANCIS Benali recalls the 
moment he “choked up” when 
team-mate Danny Higginbotham 
offered him his FA Cup 2003 run¬ 
ners-up medal. 

Saints had just lost 1-0 to Arse¬ 
nal at the Millennium Stadium, in 
which Benali wasn’t picked in the 
matchday squad and therefore 
didn’t qualify for a medal, writes 
Peter Howard. 

In an act of recognition of 
long-serving defender Benali’s 
achievements at Saints, Higgin¬ 
botham, an unused sub on the day, 
planned a kind gesture. 


Benali was in his last season at 
St Mary’s and barely played with 
Wayne Bridge first choice left- 
back. 

“I was part of the squad but not 
in the 16,” he said. “I had played 
in the fourth round win against 
Millwall, but wasn’t picked for 
the final. 

“On the day the squad all got 
medals, obviously the runners-up 
ones. 

“In the changing rooms I was 
sat next to Danny Higginbotham 
and afterwards he turned to me 
and said ‘you’ve been here your 


entire career, you deserve my 
medal, I’ve only been here a short 
amount of time’. 

“It really choked me up, al¬ 
though I didn’t accept it. I’m not 
sure if it was a winners’ medal 
the same would have happened 
though!” 

Bridge was injured for the 
fourth round home win over Mill- 
wall, meaning Benali came in at 
left-back. 

And despite refusing Higgin¬ 
botham’s offer, Benali eventually 
did get a medal - receiving one of 
three spares sent by the FA. 


Puel: Let's keep 
emotions in check 


By Peter 

Howard 




Big highs & 
huge lows 

from page 3 

a defeat which comes just 
a few days after executive 
director of football Les 
Reed reveals that skipper 
Jose Fonte has handed in a 
transfer request. 

HIGH 

Jan 11: Saints 1 
Liverpool 0 

Nathan Redmond gives 
Saints a League Cup semi 
final first leg lead against 
Liverpool, who had only 
lost two of their previous 
25 league and cup games 
all season. 

HIGH/LOW 

Jan 22: Saints 3 
Leicester 0 

Days after selling Jose 
Fonte to West Ham, the 
joy of beating Leicester 
is overshadowed by key 
centre half Virgil van Dijk 


11 Jan 2017 - Photo Stuart 


is seriously injured against 
Leicester. 

HIGH 

Jan 25: Liverpool 0 
Saints 1 

Against all the odds, 
Saints reach only their 
second League Cup final - 
not only managing to keep 
out the Premier League’s 
top goalscorers, but then 
snatching an injury time 
winner through Shane 
Long. 

LOW 

Jan 28: Saints 0 

Arsenal 5 

The joy of reaching only 
the club’s fifth Wembley 
cup final is quickly 
forgotten. Claude Puel 
makes 10 changes for the 
FA Cup home tie with 
Arsenal, fielding a young 
and inexperienced XI. 
Saints are 3-0 down by half¬ 
time and eventually suffer 
the club’s heaviest ever 
post-war FA Cup defeat. 

Continued on facing page 


CLAUDE Puel has urged his side 
to keep their emotions in check at 
Wembley tomorrow. 

It is a valuable and rare oppor¬ 
tunity for Saints to win a piece of 
major silverware and, as such, it 
is important in Puel’s mind not to 
become overawed by the game’s 
significance. 

For some players it will be the 
first sniff they’ve ever got at win¬ 
ning a trophy and the St Mary’s 
chief recognises the value of a 
“good balance of emotion”. 

“We know it’s an exciting 
game,” he said. “It’s a fantastic 
game to play, but it’s always im¬ 
portant to keep a good balance 
of emotion, with a good attitude, 
because if we lose this we haven’t 
stayed with concentration and 
quality on the pitch. 

“The most important thing is to 
play good football with a strong 
togetherness, then we can have 
chances to win and perhaps to 
make a fantastic game. 

“But at the beginning it’s most 
important to play this game, 
to stay in the action and not to 
dream about what can happen.” 

Calmness may well be a vital in¬ 
gredient for Saints as they come 
up against a club well-versed in 
occasions such as these. 

United have played three times 
at Wembley in the last ten months, 
having played there in last sea¬ 
son’s FA Cup semi-final and final 
as well as the Community Shield. 

Puel knows that picking his 
strongest team without any sen¬ 
timent to those who have helped 
out during this impressive run to 


Claude Puel. 


the national arena is essential. 

“Perhaps we have 25 players 
that can participate, but we, of 
course, can’t use all of them for 
the final,” he said. 

“It’s important to try and put 
in place the best team to try and 
win.” 

Saints have used nine academy 


players on the way to Wembley 
with one of them, Olufela Olomo- 
la, making his debut in the fourth 
round win against Sunderland. 

Puel believes that the young¬ 
sters’ impact on the tournament 
is “important for the future” of 
the club. 

“It’s important to continue to 


develop young players because 
it’s the future for Southampton 
and to also have good results,” he 
said. 

“It’s always difficult to develop 
young players because we don’t 
know without experience if they 
can play well. 

“But it’s important for the fu- 
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Rooney in line for United return at Wembley 



Wayne Rooney. 


Jose Mourinho is weighing up 
whether to start Wayne Rooney 
in the League final after the Man¬ 
chester United ended speculation 
about his immediate future. 

Talk had been growing over the 
31-year-old making an Old Traf- 
ford exit, with his agent Paul 
Stretford understood to have been 
in China speaking to interested 
clubs. 

However, Rooney confirmed on 
Thursday he was staying. 

United boss Mourinho was 
pleased by the content and tim¬ 
ing of the statement from Rooney, 


who will be in the squad against 
Saints despite a recent hamstring 
injury and dropping down the 
pecking order. 

United’s all-time top scorer may 
even start after in-form Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan sustained a ham¬ 
string issue of his own. 

“I have to make a decision,” 
Mourinho said. “You know that 
we normally play two different 
systems - sometimes we play with 
two midfield players and a num¬ 
ber 10 if you want to call it (that). 

“Sometimes we play with a 
number six and two midfield play¬ 


ers in front. 

“Without Mkhitaryan, if we 
want to play with a number 10, ob¬ 
viously Wayne, it’s his position, 
it’s where he was playing with us 
many matches, so he is an option 
for me.” 

Asked if sentiment comes into 
his team selection, Mourinho 
said: “It’s the best 11 players. We 
win all together, it doesn’t matter 
if you don’t play much. I go for 
the best possible team.” 

Michael Carrick is available to 
the United boss and Phil Jones 
could return from a foot injury. 


JWP: This could be 
a springboard 


By Peter 

Howard 



JAMES Ward-Prowse believes 
that a League Cup final victory 
will act as a springboard to take 
Saints to the next level. 

Claude Puel’s men take on Man¬ 
chester United in the final on 
Sunday and a victory would mark 
another high point in Saints’ 
rise from League One to Premier 
League, writes Peter Howard. 

Saints have improved their 
league position in each of their 
last seven seasons, have been in 
the Europa League for the past 
two campaigns as well as estab¬ 
lishing themselves in the Premier 
League - despite a number of 
players and managers leaving. 

A major accolade like the 
League Cup is one thing that has 
been missing from their years of 
improvements. 

He said: “I really do think it 
could be [a springboard]. The club 
have been on that journey for a 
long time. 

“The club has done very well to 
keep that going. 

“I think it can go even higher. 

“We have spoken about a cup 
run for a number of years now. To 
finally be there, we are going to 
make the most of it.” 

For Ward-Prowse, who is Saints’ 
longest serving player at the ten¬ 
der age of 22, pulling on the Saints 
shirt and heading out at Wembley 
will be an emotional moment. 

Ward-Prowse, who joined the 
club at eight years of age, plans 
to take a moment just before kick¬ 
off at the national arena to reflect 
on the journey he and the club 
have been on. 


“There will be a part of me that 
will be looking back and see how 
far you have come, especially as a 
young player, and the journey you 
have made,” he said. 

“It’s great to think I was watch¬ 
ing the first team many years ago 
- and now I am representing them 
at Wembley. 


“It’s a great journey to have. 

“But the end goal is to be a win¬ 
ner, holding the trophy aloft for 
the fans. And that is what we will 
be aiming to do.” 

But once he’s out of the tunnel, 
he will be focussed on trying to 
thwart United’s immense quality. 

He wants Saints to make an im¬ 


pact on the game early. 

He said: “Especially in the final 
it’s important to make your stamp 
early on. 

“Those are the sort of things we 
will be working on and making 
sure we have watched videos of 
them. I’m sure we’ll be tactically 
clued up.” 





James Ward-Prowse in 
League Cup action at 
Anfield. 


Puel's highs 
and lows 


from facing page 

Former Saint Theo 
Walcott hits a hat-trick. 

LOW 

Jan 31: Swansea 2 Saints 

1 

Having already lost at 
lowly Hull and Palace, 
Saints are beaten 2-1 
at another relegation 
threatened club - one 
which had lost their last 
three home games 4-1, 3-0 
and 4-0. 

LOW 

Feb 4: Saints 1 West 
Ham 3 

For the fifth time this 
season, Saints take the lead 
in a league game and lose 
- a remarkable statistic. 

In almost a carbon copy 
of their defeat to West 
Brom, Saints concede an 



Manolo Gabbiadini 


equaliser shortly after 
taking the lead and go on 
to lose. 

HIGH 

Feb 11: Sunderland 0 
Saints 4 

Manolo Gabbiadini, 
having previously scored 
on his debut, nets twice on 
his second appearance as 
Saints romp to a 4-0 win at 
rock bottom Sunderland. 
Playing 4-2-3-1 for the first 
time - the system both his 
predecessors at St Mary’s 
favoured - Puel is rewarded 
with Saints’ joint-biggest 
Premier League away win 
- matching the 4-0 success 
at Leicester in December 
2001. 

So, what ride is in store 
for the Saints fans at 
Wembley? A fantastic high 
or a depressing low? 

Based on this season’s 
league and cup results so 
far, no-one can be sure of 
the answer - certainly not 
Claude Puel. 
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Saints' great 
Wembley 
scorers list 

CLAUDE Puel’s class of 2017 will be 
aiming to join an exclusive band of 
Saints who have scored at Wembley. 

Only nine players have found the 
target for Saints at the national stadium 
since it was opened in north west 
London 94 years ago. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at 
what happened to those Wembley 
goalscorers. 

Bobby Stokes 

The man who scored Saints’ most 
famous goal. 

Even if the club end up beating 
Manchester United again - this time in 
the League Cup final - that is an 
honour that will still belong to Stokes. 

It will possibly be an honour that will 
ALWAYS belong to the Portsmouth- 
born striker who sent the fans of his 
hometown club’s fiercest rivals into 
dreamland on May 1 1976. 

All these years on, no Saints fan - 
whether they were at the national 
stadium 41 years ago or not - will ever 
forget Stokes’ 83rd minute decider. 

It was just one of his 55 goals for the 
club in 264 league and cup 
appearances - but by far and away the 
most important. 

Stokes had announced his potential 
in April 1969, scoring twice in the first 
half on his debut in a 5-1 Dell trouncing 
of Burnley. 



Bobby Stokes 


He would go on and score a lot of 
good goals for the club. 

Fans will only ever remember one, 
though. 

Within a year of inking his name into 
south coast footballing folklore, Stokes 
had played his last game for Saints. 

Bobby Stokes would never ever go 
on to enjoy a similar moment to May 1 
1976 again. 

That is no real shock, for he had 
done something which every football- 
mad kid dreams about - and how many 
grow up to score the winner in an FA 
Cup final? 

And he had done it for Southampton, 
a club which had never previously won 
a major trophy. 

All these years on, it remains the 
club’s only major trophy. 

Claude Puel’s class of 2017 can 
change that. 

Stokes, sadly, is no longer around - 
he passed away in 1995 aged just 44 
after contracting bronchial pneumonia. 

But his legend lives on, as it always 
will. 

David Peach 

The left back who helped Saints win 
the 1976 FA Cup put the club in front 
when they returned to Wembley three 
years later to contest the League Cup 
final against Nottingham Forest. 

Continued on facing page 




Saints in the League 


By Simon 

Carter 


SAINTS undoubtedly face a 
tough test when they run out 
against Manchester United at 
Wembley 

But it’s not as hard a task as the 
one that faced Lawrie McMen- 
emy’s men when Saints contested 
their only ever League Cup final 
38 years ago. 

Back on March 17 , 1979, Saints 
ran out at Wembley to face Brian 
Clough’s Nottingham Forest. 

Not only were Forest the League 
Cup holders, they were also the 
reigning First Division champi¬ 
ons. 

They were also en route to sen¬ 
sationally winning the European 
Cup at the first time of asking. 

In terms of current form, Saints 
had the better record. 

They had collected 12 points 
from nine league games - these 
were in the days of two points 
for a win - while Forest had only 
picked up 10 points in the same 
timeframe. 

Forest were sixth, six points 
ahead of 10th place Saints, and 
they had played two games fewer. 

Of more interest was the fact 
Clough’s men had only lost twice 
in 26 league games (indeed, they 
were to lose just three of their 42 
matches in 1978/79 - only to still 
finish eight points adrift of cham¬ 
pions Liverpool). 

Bearing in mind they had only 
lost three times in 42 games in 
winning the First Division title 
in 1977/78 - their first season back 
in the top flight - then the scale of 
Saints’ task at Wembley was all 
too clear. 

In a nutshell, they had to try 
and beat a Forest side who had 
only lost five times in 68 First Di¬ 
vision games. 

This was how the two sides 
lined up at Wembley ,„ 


Goalkeeper 


Peter Shilton had joined Forest 
from Stoke City early in 1977/78 
for £250,000. 

It was a no-brainer - Stoke had 
been relegated from the top flight 
at the end of the previous season 
while Forest had been promoted 
in their place. 

Shilton was cup tied as Forest 
won the League Cup in 1977/78 - 
future Saint Chris Woods emerg¬ 
ing as a star of the future - but 
quickly became a regular as the 
club won a remarkable league ti¬ 
tle. 

No club has been crowned 
champions of England 12 months 
after winning promotion from the 
second tier since, and almost cer- 




Lawrie McMenemy and Terry Curran 
walk around Wembley prior to the 
1979 League Cup final. Picture top - Nick 
Holmes and Archie Gemmill. 


tainly no club will ever again em¬ 
ulate Forest’s staggering achieve¬ 
ment. 

Terry Gennoe had only made 
his Saints debut in September 
1978, signed from Fourth Division 
Halifax Town. He went straight 
into the side after Peter Wells 
had conceded 12 goals in Saints’ 
first six league games and kept 
his place right through to Wemb¬ 


ley (though he was dropped after 
a 1-1 FA Cup draw with Arsenal 
which took place two days after 
the League Cup final). 

Gennoe went into Wembley hav¬ 
ing kept five successive league 
clean sheets. 

Left back 

David Peach was one of two sur¬ 


vivors from the Saints team that 
had won the FA Cup three years 
earlier (Nick Holmes was the oth¬ 
er), while Colin Barrett was one 
of Forest’s unsung heroes. Bar¬ 
rett was expected to have a tough 
task dealing with Saints’ League 
Cup semi final goal hero, Terry 
Curran. 


Right back 








SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, February 25, 2017 7 



Cup final 1979 style 


Viv Anderson had created his¬ 
tory a few months before the final 
by becoming the first black player 
to ever win a senior England in¬ 
ternational cap. Saints also had 
an international in that position - 
Yugoslavian Ivan Golac, who was 
in his first season in English foot¬ 
ball. McMenemy had signed the 
player from Partizan Begrade for 
just £50,000 after Golac had cel¬ 


ebrated his 28th birthday - the age 
when Yugoslavia’s Communist 
authorities would allow players 
to move abroad. 

Anderson was injured and 
missed the final, though, so 
Clough drafted in 35-year-old vet¬ 
eran Frank Clark in his place. 

Central defence 


Clough had another key player 
out injured at the heart of his 
back four as well - Kenny Burns. 
The Scot had won the Football 
Writers’ Footballer of the Year 
award in 1977/78 and had estab¬ 
lished a great partnership with 
Larry Lloyd. David Needham, 
who like Shilton had been cup tied 
and missed the previous season’s 
League Cup final win, instead 


partnered Lloyd at Wembley. 

McMenemy’s central defensive 
pair was Chris Nicholl and Mal¬ 
colm Waldron. 

Northern Ireland international 
Nicholl was looking for his third 
League Cup final win, having 
helped Aston Villa triumph in 
1975 and 1977 (when he scored in a 
final replay win against Everton 
at Old Trafford). 

Emsworth-born Waldron - the 
only Hampshire man in Saints’ 
Wembley team - had been left out 
in favour of Mike Pickering in the 
previous season’s Second Divi¬ 
sion promotion-winning side. But 
he emerged as a key member of 
the 1978/79 team, playing in every 
league game. 

Midfield 

McMenemy held the ace in vet¬ 
eran Ball, his inspirational cap¬ 
tain. 

The World Cup winner’s dual 
with Forest skipper John McGov¬ 
ern was expected to have a big say 
in where the silverware ended up. 

This was Ball’s fourth Wembley 
final. 

In his first, he wrote his name 
into footballing folklore by help¬ 
ing England win the 1966 World 
Cup final. 

Three years later, he was in the 
Everton team that lost the FA Cup 
final to West Bromwich Albion. 

In 1972, he ended up a loser too 
- his Arsenal side beaten 1-0 by 
Leeds United in another FA Cup 
final. 

Prior to his fourth Wembley 
cup final, Ball told the Southern 
Daily Echo: “All I know about this 
final is that I’m going there to en¬ 
joy every minute of it. I wouldn’t 
miss it for the world. 

“It’s a great honour for any 
player to reach the final of a cup 
competition in the greatest foot¬ 
balling country in the world.” 

Alongside Ball in the engine 
room were Steve Williams and 
Holmes, while Forest’s central 
area was completed by two inter¬ 
nationals - Scottish star Archie 
Gemmill and Northern Ireland’s 
Martin O’Neill. 

Wingers 

Both Wembley finalists used 
one winger. 

Forest’s John Robertson was 
one of many enjoying a superb 
run under Clough’s management, 
while Saints’ Terry Curran had 
been a regular after signing from 
Derby County the previous sum¬ 
mer for £60,000. Curran, who had 
spent two years at Forest before 
signing for East Midlands neigh¬ 
bours Derby, was to play his last 
game for Saints at Wembley - he 
stepped down two divisions to 
sign for Jack Charlton’s Sheffield 
Wednesday for £100,000 shortly af¬ 
ter the final. Cont on page 8 



Nottingham Forest, above, celebrate retaining the 
League Cup. Below-Archie Gemmill makes a pass 
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Wembley 
goal heroes 


from facing page 

He was no stranger to hitting the 
target - as his record of 44 Saints 
goals in 282 appearances indicates. 
Most of those, however, were penalties 
- and Peach’s Wembley strike came 
from open play and a one-two with 
skipper Alan Ball. 

Having made his Saints debut in 
February 1974 - when Saints crashed 
7-0 at Ipswich - the player spent six 
years at The Dell before leaving to join 
Swindon in February 1980 for 
£150,000 - a lot of money for a club 
who were then in the third division. 

Nick Holmes 

Along with Peach, he is the only man 
to have played in two Wembley finals 
for Saints. 

And, like Peach, he scored in his 
second - the 1979 League Cup final 
against Nottingham Forest. 

It was a great goal, too - a fierce drive 
from just inside the penalty area which 
arrowed past future Dell colleague 
Peter Shilton and into the corner of the 
net. 

That goal gave Saints, now only 3-2 
down, late hope - but to no avail. 

Southampton-born Holmes, a loyal 
one-club man, played 543 games for 
the club, making his debut in March 
1974 and his last appearance in 
February 1987. 



Nick Holmes. 


In 1999 he emigrated to Florida to set 
up a property management company, 
which he sold in 2004. 

In July 2002, he returned to the local 
football scene when he was offered the 
manager’s job at Salisbury City. Under 
Holmes’ management, the Wiltshire 
club won the Southern League Premier 
Division title in 2004/05 and the 
Conference South play-off final in 
2006/07. 

That took Salisbury into the top tier 
of non league football for the first time 
ever. 

He became Salisbury’s general 
manager in July 2009, with Tommy 
Widdrington taking control of the first 
team. Holmes left Salisbury the 
following summer by mutual consent. 

Matt Le Tissier 

No introduction is needed for the 
man still revered by generations of 
Saints supporters as ‘Le God’. 

The one club man netted 209 goals 
in 540 competitive appearances for the 
club, making his debut in 1986 and 
playing his last game in 2001. 

One of those goals was at Wembley, 
bringing Saints back into the 1992 
ZDS Cup final against Nottingham 
Forest. 

Since retiring from competitive 
football in 2002, Le Tissier has carved 
out a high profile career as a Sky 
Sports TV pundit. Cont on page 8 
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Wembley 
goal heroes 


from page 7 

Kevin Moore 

The centre half had already played 
400 games for hometown club 
Grimsby Town when Saints signed him 
in the summer of 1987 for £150,000. 

Then Saints boss Chris Nicholl had 
played alongside Moore, then 29, at 
Grimsby and signed his former 
colleague after Mark Wright had left for 
Derby County. 

Moore played 35 league games in 
1987/88 - the most he would ever 
manage in a league season for Saints. 

His moment of glory at Wembley 
came when he headed in a Matt Le 
Tissier corner to equalise at 2-2 in the 
ZDS Systems Cup final against 
Nottingham Forest. 

Moore would stay at The Dell two 
more years, playing his 185th and final 
game in April 1994 before joining a 
Fulham side managed by his former 
Saints boss Ian Branfoot. 

Sadly, Moore was diagnosed in 
January 2010 as suffering from Pick’s 
Disease, a rare form of dementia. His 
former Dell colleagues rallied round to 
help fund raise for the 24-hour care he 
required, but he passed away on his 
55th birthday in April 2013. 

Rickie Lambert 


It was no surprise to see Lambert 
add his name to the list of Saints who 



had scored at Wembley. 

Going into the 2010 Johnstone’s 
Paint Trophy final, he had belted 30 
goals in 48 league and cup 
appearances for the club after a £1 m 
move from Bristol Rovers. 

Goal number 31 quickly followed, 
Lambert opening the scoring from the 
penalty spot. 

We all know what happened next - 
Lambert the talisman for Saints’ rise 
from League 1 to the Premier League. 

The goals, though, have dried up 
since he left Saints to make a dream 
£4m move to Anfield in the summer of 
2014. 

He only managed two league goals 
for Liverpool in 2014/15, where he 
struggled for starts even though Luis 
Suarez had been sold and Daniel 
Sturridge was injured. 

Moving onto West Brom for £3m, 
Lambert only scored once in 20 league 
appearances in 2015/16 (and that was 
a penalty). 

Dropping down into the 
Championship last summer to sign for 
Cardiff, Lambert has four goals in 16 
league games for the Welsh club, 
though he has not scored since 
November. 

Adam Lallana 

Lallana, then 21, was enjoying his 
most prolific ever season with Saints 
when he scored the second goal in the 
2010 JPT final. Cont on facing page 



Forest fire is too 



from page 7 

Strikers 

Forest forward Tony Woodcock 
had made his senior England de¬ 
but in 1978 while strike partner 
Garry Birtles would win his first 
cap in 1980. 

Birtles was proving a remarka¬ 
ble purchase, considering Clough 
had paid local non league club 
Long Easton just £2,000 to sign 
him in 1977. 

Birtles ended up as Forest’s 
26-goal top scorer in 1978/79, his 
first full season in the first team 
(including two goals at Wembley 
against Saints). 

A similar event these days 
would be for Saints to sign a 
player from AFC Totton or Win¬ 
chester and for them to score over 
20 goals in their first full season 
- a season which would end with 
Saints winning the Champions 
League. 

That was why Garry Birtles was 
a remarkable purchase. 

Up front for Saints were Not¬ 
tingham-born Phil Boyer and 
youngster Austin Hayes. 

Boyer was Saints’ leading scor¬ 
er, while Hayes, just 20, had only 
appeared in 10 league games by 
the time of the Wembley final - 
and four of those had been as a 
sub. 

He won his place against For¬ 
est, though, after scoring in two 
of Saints’ previous four league 
games in the run-up to the final. 

Hayes, who won his sole Re¬ 
public of Ireland senior cap two 
months after the final, was to end 
up playing just 32 times for Saints 
before moving to Millwall. 

In December 1986, he sadly died 
aged just 28 from lung cancer - 
just three weeks after the illness 
was diagnosed. 

Substitutes 

Tony Sealey had already played 
the last of his seven league games 
for Saints by the time he appeared 
as an 83rd-minute sub at Wemb¬ 
ley. 

Aged just 19, he was brought on 
for fellow youngster Hayes - and 
that would be, like Curran, the 
last time Saints fans saw him in 
their club’s shirt. 

Midfielder Ian Bowyer was For¬ 
est’s unused sub at Wembley. 

On paper, Forest were the un¬ 
doubted favourites. 

And it was Clough’s side who 
would end up retaining the tro¬ 
phy, following a 3-2 victory. 

Saints more than played their 
part in an entertaining final, how¬ 
ever. 

This was how the Southern 
Daily Echo journalist Peter East 
reported the final in the follow¬ 
ing Monday’s paper (part of three 
pages of coverage, compared to 


the 20-page pullout which will ap¬ 
pear in next Monday’s Echo for 
Saints v Manchester United). 

‘SAINTS had Nottingham For¬ 
est on the rack for half-an-hour in 
the League Cup Final at Wembley 
on Saturday. 

But Forest, the League Cup 
holders and First Division cham¬ 
pions who could also win this sea¬ 


son’s European Cup, showed their 
true capabilities as they won the 
game with a blistering second- 
half performance. 

And in the end, superbly taken 
goals by David Peach after 16 min¬ 
utes and Nick Holmes after 87 
minutes served only to preserve 
Saints’ respectability. 

In between those memorable 
moments, Forest’s fast and fear¬ 


less Gary Birtles established him¬ 
self as the hero of the hour-and- 
a-half by scoring in the 50th and 
77th minutes and Tony Woodcock 
netted after 82 minutes to make 
the game safe. 

The moment of misery came for 
Saints in the 50th minute when 
big Chris Nicholl, who has made 
a marvellous contribution to 
Saints’ successes of the past two 
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hot to handle... 



Lawrie McMenemy leads 
Saints out for the 1979 League 
Cup final. Below - Lawrie 
applauds the fans after the 
final whistle. 


Saints emerge from the 
Wembley tunnel for the second 


seasons, put his side in trouble. 

Saints were clinging grimly to 
the lead gained by Peach’s 16th- 
minute goal and were doing well 
in the face of a really determined 
Forest onslaught at the start of 
the second half. 

Then winger John Robertson, 
who had been given little scope 
by right back Ivan Golac, drove 
the ball in low but as goalkeeper 


Terry Gennoe prepared for a com¬ 
fortable pick-up, Nicholl put his 
foot in the way of the ball, Gennoe 
was stranded and Birtles won the 
race for the loose ball to crack it 
into the net. 

Then with extra time begin¬ 
ning to look a distinct possibility, 
Nicholl, twice a League Cup win¬ 
ner with Aston Villa - in 1975 and 
1977 - saw his chances of a third 


triumph disappear when Birtles 
sped on to a pass from Woodcock 
and got the better of him to make 
it 2-1 in the 77th minute. 

Saints’ hopes died completely 
after 82 minutes when Scottish 
World Cup player Archie Gem- 
mill pushed a pass forward for 
Woodcock to hammer a splendid 
shot past Gennoe for Forest’s 
third goal. 


But there was at least some con¬ 
solation for Saints. They did man¬ 
age to put two goals past the bril¬ 
liant Peter Shilton and there was 
no fluke about either of them. 

For the first, Peach pushed a 
short pass to skipper Alan Ball 
on the edge of the Forest penalty 
area and darted forward before 
receiving the return and round¬ 
ing Shilton to score. 

Then with the game virtually 
lost, Saints produced another 
quality goal when a cross from 
one time Forest winger Terry 
Curran was turned back by Mal¬ 
colm Waldron for Holmes to crash 
home an unstoppable shot. 

It was too late to save the game, 
but Saints at least had the satis¬ 
faction of knowing that they had 
battled with one of the best teams 
in Europe and not let themselves 
down. 

In the first half, they were wor¬ 
thy of their lead with Waldron 
keeping a very tight rein on 
Woodcock and Nicholl clamping 
down well on Birtles. 

At the same time, Golac was 
making sure that Forest gained 
nothing from the left-wing prob¬ 
ings of Robertson, with Steve Wil¬ 
liams doing well in front of him 
to prevent Gemmill from giving 
Robertson the support he sud¬ 
denly needed. 

On the Saints left, Peach was 
having an outstanding game and 
he did far more than scoring 
a goal, while Holmes, too, was 
getting through a tremendous 
amount of work. 

Meanwhile, those two vastly ex¬ 
perienced skippers Alan Ball and 
John McGovern were having a 
rare old battle of wits in the mid¬ 
dle and up to half-time Ball had 
the better of it. 

Up front, it was a waiting 
game, and against those tower¬ 
ing central defenders Lloyd and 
Needham, Phil Boyer and Austin 
Hayes were given little scope, but 
they tugged and tore at the Forest 
defence to add to the uncertainty 
of the champions, while Curran 
was doing well enough out on the 
right against Frank Clark. 

But in the second half, the pic¬ 
ture changed and it was almost 
a carbon copy of the game I saw 
in Nottingham last Wednesday 
when Archie Gemmill suddenly 
got into his stride and things be¬ 
gan to happen. 

Gemmill’s improvement had 
an inmediate impact and Saints 
suddenly began to look stretched, 
with extra room being afforded 
to Robertson, who was only too 
pleased to take advantage. 

At the same time, McGovern 
and O’Neill were growing in con¬ 
fidence and the key battle for mid- 
field supremacy swung dramati¬ 
cally in Forest’s favour. 

Continued on page 10 


Wembley 
goal heroes 

from facing page 

His header at Wembley was the 
midfielder’s 16th strike of 2009/10 - 
and he was to go on and add four more 
that term. 

Like Lambert, Lallana would turn out 
to be a key member of the Saints side 
that went from the depths of the third 
tier to finishing in the top eight of the 
Premier League in 2013/14. 

Like Lambert, Lallana was then 
tempted to turn his back on Saints and 
move to Liverpool in the summer of 
2014. 

Like Lambert, he was by then a 
senior England international. 

Unlike Lambert, though, some of the 
Saints fans turned on Lallana for his 
lack of loyalty. 

And unlike Lambert, Lallana has 
emerged as a key figure at Anfield. 
making over 100 league and cup 
appearances and scoring 20 goals. H 

He has also become a regular in the 
England set-up and earlier this season 
scored in three successive 
internationals - against Slovakia, 
Scotland and Spain. 

Papa Waigo 

The Senegalese international was 
brought in on loan by Pardew-though 
executive chairman Nicola Cortese’s 
Italian contacts had no doubt come in 
useful as well - shortly after the start of 
the 2009/10 season. 


Then 26, the winger’s career was in 



Papa Waigo 


need of a pick-me-up. 

After making his Serie B debut for 
Verona in 2003, he signed for 
divisional rivals Cesena two years later. 

After a successful time - where he 
was the highest-scoring non-Italian in 
2006-07 - Waigo signed for Genoa for 
around £3m in the summer of 2007. 

The following January, he was on the 
move again - this time to Fiorentina. 
There he made an instant impact with 
two goals in his first three games, 
including one in the 3-2 success at 
eventual champions Juventus. 

For whatever reason, Waigo only 
made a handful of further appearances 
for the club and was loaned out in 
2008/09 to Serie B club Lecce. 

From there, he arrived at Saints on a 
season long loan, where he was mainly 
used as an impact sub by Pardew. 

He was restricted to just 11 third tier 
starts, but made a further 24 sub 
appearances - scoring five goals. 

He netted another five goals in the 
cups, including the brace against 
Torquay that ensured Saints avoided a 
first round JPT exit. 

The lower division Gulls were leading 
2-0 at St Mary’s and heading for a 
shock win when Waigo forced extra 
time with a second half double. 

Saints eventually won 5-3 on 
penalties, taking the first step on a 
journey which would led them to 
Wembley. 

Continued on page 11 
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flashback 


from page 9 

So did the game, although 
Saints did attempt a late shuffle in 
sending on substitute Tony Sealy 
for his first taste of League Cup 
action in place of Hayes in the 
83rd minute. 

The only booking of the 
afternoon came after 61 minutes 
when Curran had his name taken 
by referee Peter Reeves, who 
handled the game well, for a foul 
on McGovern.’ 

WEMBLEY TEAMS 

Nottingham Forest: Shilton, 
Barrett, Clark, McGovern, Lloyd, 
Needham, O’Neill, Gemmill, Birtles, 
Woodcock, Robertson, Substitute: 
Bowyer. 

Southampton: Gennoe, Golac, 
Peach, Williams, Nicholl, Waldron, 
Ball, Bowyer, Hayes (Sealy 83 
min), Holmes, Curran. 

Referee: Peter Reeves 
(Leicester) 

Attendance: 100,000 

Receipts: £430,000 

McMenemy told the Echo 
afterwards: “I don’t expect 
anyone not to be disappointed, 
but I have thanked all of them for 
reaching the final. No-one was 
disgraced and it was a magnificent 
achievement to get here.” 

Reflecting on a final of two 



Lawrie McMenemy and Terry 
Curran prior to the final. 


halves, he said: “We won the first, 
but I told my players that Cloughie 
was bound to gee Forest up for 
the second and he did, Their 
performance was a credit to him. 
They really set about us and we 
couldn’t get our rhythm back. But 
I’m sure we’ll be better for the 
experience.” 

Ball said: “At half-time I was 
very, very pleased with the way we 
played. 

“Then we started giving the ball 
away, three or four players made 
slight mistakes, and we had to pay 
the price. 

“But we have managed to score 
two goals against a Forest team 
who are in the quarter finals of the 
European Cup and not many sides 
would have done that. 

“And we have given the country 
a Wembley final which was every 
bit as good as everyone imagined 
it would be, if not better. Not many 
teams do that either.” 

Ahead of the final, McMenemy 
had said: “This is a team to be 
built on for the future and not one 
to be taken apart.” 

History proved that statement 
untrue. 

Only Holmes, Nicholl, Golac and 
Williams remained regulars two 
seasons later. 



The amazing life 

By Simon I 

Carter 



ZLATAN Ibrahimovic could yet 
cap his first season in England 
with a Wembley hat-trick. 

But his incredible run of league 
successes is almost certainly 
going to come to an end unless 
Saints’ League Cup final oppo¬ 
nents Manchester United can 
piece together a startling end-of- 
season run. 

Some pundits cast doubt over 
whether the Swedish legend 
would be able to cut it at the age 
of 35 in his debut Premier League 
campaign. 

But he has made a mockery of 
the doubters since arriving last 
summer, with his recent strike 
against Leicester seeing him be¬ 
come the first United player since 
Sir Alex Ferguson’s retirement to 
reach 20 goals. 

Ibrahimovic will no doubt be 
targeting 35 goals as United are 
still fighting on four fronts. 

He has already won one trophy 
at Wembley this season, the Com¬ 
munity Shield. 

He has the chance to win a sec¬ 
ond this weekend, and United 
remain on track to retain the FA 
Cup. 

In addition, the club are still in 
the Europa League - giving Ibra¬ 
himovic the chance to win a ma¬ 
jor European club trophy for the 
first time in his glittering career. 

It appears a matter of when 
rather than if the one-year option 
in his contract is triggered to ex¬ 
tend his deal beyond the summer. 

The striker has been linked to 
Napoli, along with clubs in China 
and the United States, but Jose 
Mourinho cannot see him being 
anywhere other than Old Traf- 
ford in 2017/18. 

“I’m totally convinced that he 
is going to stay,” Mourinho said. 
“He came with the intention of 
staying two years. The first year 
is going - probably not in his mind 
because he is a very ambitious 
guy - better than every expecta¬ 
tion. 

“He knows that we are going 
to try again to improve next sea¬ 
son and try to share with him in 
a fantastic way probably the last 
year of his career at the highest 
level, so I’m convinced that he’s 
staying. 

“I give him the possibility of an 
extra day off to go somewhere, to 
go Sweden - he never goes. Every¬ 
thing is stable with him, so I’m 
totally convinced that he is going 
to stay.” 

Ibrahimovic will be desperate 
to win a Premier League medal 
to go alongside ones he has pre¬ 
viously won in the Netherlands, 
Italy, Spain and France. 


Prior to this season, he had a 
truly incredible record of hoover¬ 
ing up domestic league titles. 

In 15 seasons since the start of 
his first term at Ajax Amsterdam 
in 2001/02, going through until 
the end of 2015/16, Ibrahimovic 
won an eye-popping 13 champion¬ 
ships. 

And he was runner-up in the 
other two! 


This is his fantastic record ... 

2001-02 Ajax (Eredivisie) 

Co Adriaanse, the manager who 
signed Ibrahimovic from Swedish 
club Malmo for around £5m, left 
in November and was replaced 
by Ronald Koeman. Ibrahimovic 
scored six times in 24 games as 
Ajax won the Dutch League. 


2002-03 Ajax (Eredivisie) 
Despite 13 goals in 25 appear¬ 
ances - and 21 goals in all competi¬ 
tions - Ajax finished runners-up. 
It would be the last time until 2012 
that Ibrahimovic would not win a 
domestic league title medal. 

2004-05 Juventus (Serie A) 

Sold to Juventus in August 2004 
for around £12m, the striker net- 
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of Ibrahimovic 



Zlatan Ibrahimovic celebrates scoring against Saints at Old Trafford last August. 


ted 16 times in 35 games as Juve, 
under the management of future 
England boss Fabio Capello, won 
the league title. 

2005-06 Juventus (Serie A) 

Only seven goals in 35 league ap¬ 
pearances, but Juve finished first 
(albeit they were then relegated 
to Serie B for their part in the Cal- 
ciopoli match-fixing scandal that 


rocked the country). 

2006-07 Inter Milan (Serie A) 

Obviously Ibrahimovic was not 
going to play in Serie B, so he 
made a £20m move to Inter Mi¬ 
lan. He promptly scored 15 times 
in 27 games as Roberto Mancini’s 
Inter replaced Juventus as league 
champions. 


2007- 08 Inter Milan (Serie A) 

Ibrahimovic was top scorer 
with 17 in only 26 games as Inter 
retained their Serie A title. 

2008- 09 Inter Milan (Serie A) 

Under new boss Jose Mourinho, 
the Swede enjoyed his most pro¬ 
lific Serie A season with 25 goals 
in 35 appearances. Inter won the 
title again. 


2009- 10 Barcelona (La Liga) 

Ibrahimovic moved to Barcelo¬ 
na for a fee of around £55m, with 
Barca striker Samuel Eto’o also 
moving to the San Siro. Sixteen 
goals in 29 games helped bring 
him another title, this time his 
first in La Liga. He also won the 
only European honour of his il¬ 
lustrious career - the 2009 Europe¬ 
an Super Cup - and helped Barca 
win the 2009 World Club Champi¬ 
onship. 

2010- 11 AC Milan (Serie A) 

After claiming his relationship 

with Barca boss Pep Guardiola 
had terminally broken down, 
Ibrahimovic was loaned back to 
Milan - this time to AC. Fourteen 
goals in 29 games saw him win his 
sixth Serie A title winners’ medal. 

2011- 12 AC Milan (Serie A) 

After his move to AC was made 
permanent, for around £24m, 
Ibrahimovic enjoyed a phenom¬ 
enal season, netting 28 goals in 
only 32 Serie A games - yet his 
side could only finish runners-up. 

2012- 13 Paris St Germain 
(Ligue 1) 

Another move, this time swap¬ 
ping Milan for Paris. His £15.7m 
move saw his total transfer fees 
rise to above £130m. 

Ibrahimovic fired 30 goals in 
only 34 league games as Paris SG 
won the French title. 

2013- 14 PSG (Ligue 1) 

Another 26 goals in 33 appear¬ 
ances helped bring about another 
title. 

2014- 15 PSG (Ligue 1) 

Nineteen goals in 24 matches 
and a third French league title in 
a row. 

2015- 16 PSG (Ligue 1) 

The most prolific season in 
Ibrahimovic’s career, with an 
astonishing 38 goals in only 31 
league games. He scored 17 goals 
more than anyone else in the top 
flight as Paris SG won the title by 
a whopping 31 points. 

In all, he netted 44 goals in 46 
club matches. 

2016- 17 Manchester United 
(Premier League) 

Arriving for his first ever taste 
of English League football, Ibra¬ 
himovic tasted Wembley success 
in one of his first United appear¬ 
ances - scoring the winner in 
the Community Shield success 
against Leicester. 

Ibrahimovic enters the final 
against Saints having struck 24 
times for United in 35 league and 
cup appearances. He scored on 
his league debut, in a 3-1 win at 
Bournemouth, and netted twice 
on his home debut against Saints. 


Goal heroes 

from page 9 

Waigo was also on target two rounds 
later in another shoot-out victory at St 
Mary’s - this time against Norwich (who 
included Fraser Forster in goal) after a 
2-2 draw. 

At Wembley, Waigo pounced to head 
Saints into a 3-0 lead against Carlisle. 

It was the 10th, and as it turned out 
last, goal of what would be his only 
ever taste of English football. 

Returning to Fiorentino, Waigo was 
loaned out in 2010/11 to Grosseto and 
in the summer of 2011 was sold to 
Serie B club Ascoli. 

After 15 goals in 40 appearances in 
2011 /12 he was on the move again, 
this time joining United Arab Emirates 
club Al-Wahda. Now 33, he is still 
playing in the middle east for Al 
Urooba, who he joined last year. 

Michail Antonio 

Then 19, the winger arrived on loan 
at St Mary’s in October 2009 - signed 
by Pardew from his former club 
Reading. 

Antonio was never a regular starter in 
League 1 - making as many sub 
appearances (14) as starts. 

But he did start five of Saints’ six JPT 
ties, coming off the bench in the other. 

Antonio ‘s third goal for the club gave 
them a JPT Southern Area final first leg 
success at MK Dons in January 2010. 

And his fourth goal, on his 31 st 
appearance, arrived in the Wembley 
final - his low shot from just outside the 
penalty area putting Saints into an 



Antonio scores at Wembley 


unassailable 4-0 lead. 

The goal came on his 20th birthday. 

Antonio scored the winner in a 
league game against Charlton soon 
after and then struck twice in another 
victory over Carlisle - this time a 3-2 
League 1 triumph. 

After helping Sheffield Wednesday to 
promotion from League 1 in 2011/12, 
Antonio’s loan move was made 
permanent. 

He later won a £1.5m move to 
Championship rivals Nottingham 
Forest ahead of the 2014/15 season. 
Fourteen league goals in his first 
season at the club was followed by 
four in his first five league and cup 
games in 2015/16. 

Such form alerted West Ham, who 
splashed out £7.5m to take Antonio 
into the Premier League. 

He netted his first goal for the 
Hammers on his fourth start on 
December 28 2015 - ironically against 
Saints. 

He also set up Andy Carroll’s winner 
in the same game, when his shot came 
back off the underside of the crossbar. 

Antonio has since gone from strength 
to strength. 

Last August he was named in Sam 
Allardyce’s first (and only) senior 
England squad for the World Cup 
qualifier against Slovakia. 

After ending his first season at West 
Ham with nine goals, he has eight to 
his name already this term. 
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The debt United 

By Simon 


Twelve men have played for Saints 
and Manchester United since the 
Second World War. Here, the Sports 
Pink looks back at them all... 

Norman Kirkman 

The full back made unofficial 
appearances for Manchester United 
during the war, but never played a 
competitive game. Moved to Saints 
from Leicester in 1950, but made only 
20 league appearances for the club. 
After spells managing Exeter City and 
Bradford Park Avenue he dropped out 
of football to become a baker. He later 
scouted for several clubs, including 
Saints. 

Francis Burns 

The left back made his United debut 
in 1967 and played in six European 
Cup ties in the club’s run to the 
1967/68 European Cup final, though 
he lost his place in the final to Shay 
Brennan. After 121 league 
appearances for United he joined 
Saints for £50,000 in 1972. He could 
not displace Joe Kirkup as first choice 
left back, though, and moved back to 
Lancashire to join Preston the 
following year after just 21 Saints 
games. At Deepdale he was reunited 
with former Old Trafford team-mate 
Bobby Charlton, who had just taken 
over as Preston boss. Indeed, Burns 
was his first signing. 


Ron Davies 

Ron Davies 

United boss Sir Matt Busby 
described the Welshman as ‘the finest 
centre forward in Europe’ after Davies 
had scored all Saints’ goals in a 4-1 
win at Old Trafford in August 1969. 

Davies was a prolific scorer for 
Saints, with 85 goals in 119 First 
Division games in his first three 
seasons at The Dell. 

His four-goal show at Old Trafford 
made up a third of his entire 1969/70 
top flight tally, though. 

He left Saints in March 1974 after 
netting 153 goals in 277 appearances. 

In November 1974, he moved to Old 
Trafford, Tommy Docherty paying 
Pompey £43,000 for his services. 

By this time, though, Davies’ best 
days were long gone. He only made 10 
appearances for United - eight in the 
Second Division and two in the FA Cup 
- and didn’t score at all. 

Jim McCalliog 

The midfielder scored for Sheffield 
Wednesday in the 1966 FA Cup final 
and for Wolves in the 1972 UEFA Cup 
final. However, he lost both finals - to 
Everton and Tottenham respectively. 

McCalliog moved to Old Trafford in 
March 1974 for £70,000 from Wolves, 
but could not prevent the club being 
relegated to the second division 
(Saints went down the same season as 
well). Cont on facing page 


MANCHESTER United Football 
Club owe a huge debt of grati¬ 
tude to Saints for handing them 
a League Cup drubbing over 30 
years ago. 

But it took them a while to re¬ 
alise it! 

Saints have only ever beaten the 
Red Devils in the League Cup on 
one occasion. 

That was a 4-1 third round re¬ 
play success at The Dell in early 
November, 1986. 

An 18-year-old Matt Le Tissier 
jumped off the bench to score 
twice as Ron Atkinson’s injury- 
hit United conceded three goals 
in the last 20 minutes. 

Within 48 hours, Atkinson - 
United’s boss since the summer 
of 1981 - had been sacked. 

In his place arrived Aberdeen 
manager Alex Ferguson. 

And the rest, as they like to say 
in articles such as this, is history. 

Of course it is impossible to say 
whether Atkinson would have 
kept his job for a year or so longer 
had United won at The Dell. 

If he had done, would Ferguson 
have ever racked up at Old Traf¬ 
ford? That’s also totally hypothet¬ 
ical. 

What we do know is that storm 
clouds had been forming over At¬ 
kinson’s head ever since the start 
of the 1986/87 season - his sixth at 
the club. 

At the time of their League Cup 
drubbing, United had won only 
four times in 13 First Division 
games - including a 5-1 thrashing 
of Chris Nicholl’s Saints at Old 
Trafford - and were rooted in the 
bottom four. 

Twelve months earlier, at the 
start of the 1985/86 season, Atkin¬ 
son had masterminded a run of 10 
straight wins from the start of the 
season. 

After 15 matches United were 
still unbeaten, but could not 
maintain such form and were 
eventually overtaken by Liver¬ 
pool. United’s wait for a first top 
flight title since 1967 went on ... 

The 1985/86 season was Atkin¬ 
son’s fifth at Old Trafford and he 
had finished in the top four in all 
of them. In addition, he had twice 
won the FA Cup - in 1983 and 1985 
- and reached the 1983 League Cup 
final and the 1984 European Cup 
Winners Cup semi final. 

As a result, he was statistically 
the club’s most successful man¬ 
ager since the legendary Sir Matt 
Busby. 

All that counted for nothing on 
the evening of Tuesday Novem¬ 
ber 4,1986, at The Dell. 

Following a 0-0 draw at Old Traf¬ 
ford the previous week - in front 


of a crowd of only 23,639 - the odds 
favoured Saints on home soil. 

United, for a start, hadn’t won 
an away league game all season, 
and Atkinson was wrestling with 
some major injuries. 

Key midfielders Bryan Robson 
and Gordon Strachan were both 
ruled out with hamstring inju¬ 
ries, while Danish defender John 
Sivebaek was also sidelined. 

Utility player Colin Gibson, 
though, was welcomed back after 
being absent since mid August 
through injury. 


Nicholl, though, was also re¬ 
porting injury worries. 

There were pre-match doubts 
over top scorer Colin Clarke 
(thigh), winger Danny Wallace 
(ankle) and left back Mark Dennis 
(knee). 

As it turned out, all three played 
after receiving painkilling injec¬ 
tions. 

Atkinson’s injury situation 
went from bad to worse, though, 
with both Norman Whiteside and 
Gibson having to go off in the 
first half. 


Nicky Wood, a rookie teenager, 
was brought on for Whiteside - 
an indication of how few players 
Atkinson had available to him 
(remember, these were pre-squad 
rotation days - Nicholl and Atkin¬ 
son would never have contemplat¬ 
ed fielding fringe players or un¬ 
tried youngsters just to give them 
some game-time). 

Whiteside and Gibson had 
both gone off injured by the time 
George Lawrence fired Saints 
into the lead two minutes before 
half-time. 
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will always owe! 



Lawrence received a pass from 
Jimmy Case, cut inside his mark¬ 
er, and fired a stunning 25-yard 
shot past a startled Chris Turner. 

Saints had to wait until 19 min¬ 
utes from time to double their 
lead, Clarke knocking down a 
Glenn Cockerill header for Wal¬ 
lace to half-volley in. 

That was virtually his last con¬ 
tribution to the evening, as he 
hobbled off due to his long-stand¬ 
ing ankle complaint. 

No matter. 

In his place came Le Tissier, 


who within minutes had netted 
the first of his 161 Saints goals. 

With United defenders appeal¬ 
ing for offside, Le Tissier col¬ 
lected a pass from Clarke before 
sublimely chipping a stranded 
Turner from outside the penalty 
area. 

He didn’t have to wait long for 
his second goal, rising impres¬ 
sively to head in a Case corner. 

United replied late on when Pe¬ 
ter Davenport latched onto a poor 
Gerry Forrest back pass to make 
it 4-1. 


The damage had long been done, 
however. 

A dejected Atkinson told Echo 
reporter Bob Brunskell after¬ 
wards: “The longer the game went 
on, the more our injury problems 
took their toll. 

“We had no answer to Jimmy 
Case, who controlled the show 
from midfield, and we couldn’t 
pin down George Lawrence ei¬ 
ther. He started to run riot.” 

Atkinson’s injury worries obvi¬ 
ously won him little boardroom 
support, where phone calls to east 


coast of Scotland were no doubt 
preparing to be made. 

On Thursday November 6,1986, 
he was sacked. 

An era was over, and a dynasty 
was about to be created. 

Ferguson’s impact, famously, 
was not anything resembling im¬ 
mediate. 

He lost his first game in charge, 
2-0 at Oxford United - yes, Oxford 
in the First Division, how the foot¬ 
balling landscape has changed in 
three decades - and won only one 
of his first six league matches. 
United ended up 11th - their low¬ 
est league position since Dave 
Sexton’s side had finished eighth 
in 1980-81 (leading to Atkinson’s 
arrival, though United had been 
keen to interview Saints boss 
Lawrie McMenemy too). 

United’s fans were also slow to 
turn up in their numbers to back 
Ferguson. For an end of season 
league game against Wimbledon 
in his first season, only 31,686 
bothered to turn up at Old Traf- 
ford - over 43,000 fewer than regu¬ 
larly pack the stadium these days. 

Ferguson’s first few years, in 
fact, were nowhere near as im¬ 
pressive as Atkinson’s had been. 
Big Ron won the FA Cup in his 
second season and reached anoth¬ 
er cup final the same term. 

Ferguson didn’t get anywhere 
near a cup until winning the FA 
Cup in May 1990 - virtually three 
and a half years after his arrival 
at Old Trafford. 

In that time, United actually fin¬ 
ished 1988/89 in 11th place - four 
places below Coventry, two below 
QPR and one below Millwall. 

If you thought that was bad, 
the following season United were 
even worse - finishing 13th (below 
Saints, Wimbledon, QPR and Cov¬ 
entry). 

Compare that to life in the mod¬ 
ern-day Premier League fishbowl 
spotlight, where Louis Van Gaal 
received the sack for finishing 
fifth and winning the FA Cup!!!! 

What strange times we now live 
in, compared to the ones some of 
us grew up in ... 

• United’s home crowd of just 
23,639 for Saints’ League Cup visit 
was a sign of the times. Crowds 
in the mid 1980s, as football strug¬ 
gled to recover from the horrors 
of Heysel and Bradford, were in¬ 
credibly low compared to today’s 
Premier League era. For example, 
on the same night United played 
Saints, Arsenal attracted a crowd 
of only 21,604 for Manchester 
City’s visit while Liverpool v 
Leicester was watched by 20,248. 
Only 15,532 watched Tottenham 
defeat Birmingham City. 

Saints: Shilton, Forrest, Dennis, Case, Wright, 
Gittens, Lawrence, Cockerill, Clarke, Baker, Wal¬ 
lace (Le Tissier). 

United: Turner, Duxbury, Albiston, Whiteside 
(Wood), McGrath, Hogg, Moses, Olsen, Staple- 
ton, Davenport, Gibson (Moran). 


from facing page 

McCalliog started the 1974/75 
season as a United regular but was 
sold in February 1975 to Saints for 
£40,000. 

The player would go on to write his 
name into Saints folklore by providing 
the pass for Bobby Stokes to score the 
winner in the following year’s FA Cup 
final against his former employers. 

In the quarter final, he had struck the 
only goal at fourth tier Bradford City. 

McCalliog played 72 games for 
Saints and scored eight goals before 
losing his place in January 1977 to 
new signing Alan Ball. He left at the 
end of the season to play in the North 
American Soccer League for Chicago 
Sting. 

Ted MacDougall 

A prolific scorer for AFC 
Bournemouth, MacDougall won a 
dream move to Old Trafford in 
September 1972 for a fee of almost 
£ 200 , 000 . 

He was to only play 18 times for 
United, though, with one of his four 
goals coming in a 2-1 win against 
Saints two months later. 

Signing for Saints from Norwich for 
£50,000 in 1976, MacDougall was top 
scorer in his first season, 1976/77 - 
hitting 23 goals in 36 Second Division 
appearances. 



Ted MacDougall 

Reunited up front with former 
Cherries strike partner Phil Boyer, 
MacDougall contributed 14 more goals 
as Saints win promotion to the top 
flight in 1977/78. 

Despite five goals in the first 10 
games of the 1978/79 First Division 
season, MacDougall told boss Lawrie 
McMenemy he no longer felt able to 
cut it at the highest level and was 
allowed to return to Cherries 

Danny Wallace 

Handed his debut by Lawrie 
McMenemy as a 16-year-old at Old 
Trafford in November 1980, the winger 
moved there permanently for £1.3m 
almost nine years later. 

His best days, without a doubt, were 
in Saints’ colours. 

He netted 64 goals in 253 
appearances for the club , including 11 
in the First Division when Saints 
finished runners-up to Liverpool in 
1984. While at United, he scored 11 
goals in 71 appearances - helping the 
club win the 1990 FA Cup. He was a 
non playing sub when they won the 
European Cup Winners Cup 12 months 
later. 

The emergence of first Lee Sharpe 
and then Ryan Giggs greatly reduced 
Wallace’s chances, and he left to join 
Birmingham in October 1993 for 
£400,000. 

Continued on next page 
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Three years later he was diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis and he was 
forced to retire from football. 

In 2006, he completed the London 
Marathon in five-and-a-half days. 

|oe Jordan 

Signed by United for £350,000 in 
early 1978 from Leeds United, the 
Scottish international striker was to 
score 41 goals in 126 appearances for 
the club. 

He left Old Trafford in the summer of 
1981, AC Milan signing him for 
£325,000. Three years later, aged 32, 
he returned to England to sign for 
Saints for £150,000. There he was top 
scorer in his first season, 1984/85, 
with 12 league goals as Saints finished 
fifth. He moved onto Bristol City in 
1987. 

Mark Hughes 

A legend at Old Trafford for his 120 
goals in 354 appearances over two 
spells. 

Anything but a legend at Saints, 
where he made 60 appearances after a 
£650,000 move from Chelsea in the 
summer of 1998 and only scored 
twice. 

A far cry from his early days at 
United where he struck 24 league and 
cup goals in his second full season, 
1984/85, before netting 17 in the 



Joe Jordan 


league the following season. 

That form won him a £2.5m move to 
Barcelona in the summer of 1986, but 
he returned to Old Trafford two years 
later for £1.5m. 

He struck 21 times in all competitions 
in 1990/91, including two in the 
European Cup Winners Cup final win 
against Barcelona, and added 22 more 
in 1993/94 when United won the 
double for the first time. 

He moved to Chelsea in 1995 and 
onto Saints three years later. 

Andrei Kanchelskis 

A flying winger at Old Trafford 
between 1991-1996-where he scored 
36 goals in 161 appearances- 
Kanchelski was given a one-year 
Saints contract by Gordon Strachan 
ahead of the 2002/03 season. 

The Russian only appeared in one 
league game, against Everton as a sub, 
before leaving in the first ever January 
transfer window to join Saudi Arabians 
Al-Hilal on a free. 

Danny Higginbotham 

Only made seven first team 
appearances for United after coming 
through the ranks at Old Trafford, prior 
to moving to Derby. Signed for Saints 
in the January 2003 transfer window 
for £1.5m. 

Continued on facing page 



Saints don't lack 


By Cameron 

Earley 


MANCHESTER United possess a 
squad crammed full of household 
names. 

Jose Mourinho’s men have hoo¬ 
vered up a host of medals at home 
and abroad during their careers. 

It is a given fact that most mem¬ 
bers of the United squad possess¬ 
es experience of a big occasion. 

But most of Claude Puel’s men 
are hardly novices when it comes 
to major cup finals. 

Indeed, he can call on players 
who have won international tour¬ 
naments as well as domestic sil¬ 
verware. 

Just look at this list for proof ... 

Fraser Forster 

The giant goalkeeper appeared 
in three finals during his time 
with Glasgow Celtic. 

He was on the losing side in the 
2010/11 Scottish League Cup final 
- current colleague Steven Davis 
among the Rangers scorers in 
their 2-1 win. 

But he lifted the Scottish Cup 
later that same season and re¬ 
peated the feat in 2012/13. 

Cedric Soares 

Will be the only reigning Eu¬ 
ropean Championship winner at 
Wembley this weekend, following 
Portugal’s success against Paul 
Pogba’s France last summer. 

Prior to that, he had twice won 
the Portuguese Cup final - with 
Academica in 2012 and with 
Sporting Lisbon in 2015. 

He might not possess great 
memories of that second win, 
however - he was sent off in only 
the 14th minute, Sporting holding 
on to draw 2-2 with Braga before 
winning on penalties. 

Maya Yoshida 

Was in the Japan side that won 
the 2011 Asian Cup final. Ex-Saint 
Tadanari Lee scored Japan’s ex¬ 
tra time winner in a 1-0 success 
against Australia. 

Ryan Bertrand 

Famously made his European 
debut for Chelsea in the 2011/12 
Champions League final against 
Bayern Munich in Munich. Ber¬ 
trand played the first 73 minutes 
in left midfield before being sub¬ 
stituted. 

Florin Gardos 

Unlikely to play at Wembley - 
after only one first team appear¬ 
ance in two years - but in 2010/11 
he helped Steaua Bucharest win 
the Romanian Cup. 
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Ryan Bertrand has played in a 
Champions League final for Chelsea. 


Steven Davis 

The most decorated Saint in 
terms of cup winners finals, with 
five. 

All were won during his time 
with Glasgow Rangers. 

He came on as a 75th minute sub 
in the 2007/08 Scottish Cup final 
win over Queen of the South 2. 

The same season he played the 
entire two hours and scored a 
penalty in the shoot-out as Rang¬ 


ers beat Dundee United on penal¬ 
ties in the Scottish League Cup 
final. 

In 2008/09, Davis again won 
the Scottish Cup and in 2009/10 
he was part of the Rangers side 
that won the Scottish League Cup 
(though he was subbed off at half¬ 
time). 

The Northern Ireland captain 
scored the opener in Rangers’ 2-1 
Scottish League Cup final win 
over arch rivals Celtic in 2010/11. 


Davis was part of the Rang¬ 
ers side that reached the 2007/08 
UEFA Cup final, where they were 
beaten 2-0 by Zenit St Petersburg. 

lay Rodriguez 

Was a Wembley winner with 
Burnley in the 2008/09 Champi¬ 
onship play off final. Came on as 
a 73rd minute sub in a game de¬ 
cided by Saints fan Wade Elliott’s 
goal against Sheffield United. 
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final experience 


Dusan Tadic 

Still waiting for his first cup fi¬ 
nal winners’ medal. Was twice a 
losing finalist in the Serbian Cup 
for Vojvodina in both 2006/07 and 
2009/10. 

Oriol Romeu 

Was an unused sub when Chel¬ 
sea won the 2011/12 Champions 
League final on penalties against 
Bayern Munich. 


lames Ward-Prowse 

Never played in a final for his 
club, but last summer skippered 
England under-21s in their Tou¬ 
lon Tournament final success 
against the host nation. 

Nathan Redmond 

One of only two current Saints 
to have scored at Wembley. 

He netted Norwich City’s sec¬ 
ond goal in their 2-0 win over Mid¬ 


dlesbrough in the 2014/15 Cham¬ 
pionship play off final. 

Redmond was also in the Eng¬ 
land under-21 side that won the 
Toulon Tournament last summer. 

lack Stephens 

Came on as a late sub in Eng¬ 
land under-21’s Toulon Trophy 
success last summer. 

Sofiane Boufal 

One of Boufal’s last games for 


Lille was last season’s French 
League Cup final against a Par¬ 
is St Germain side containing 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic. The Swede 
didn’t score as Paris SG, despite 
being reduced to ten men 20 min¬ 
utes from time, won 2-1. 

Manolo Gabbiadini 

The new Saints striker’s only fi¬ 
nal experience was a second half 
sub for Italy under-21s in their 
2015 European U21 Champion¬ 
ship final loss to Spain. 

Pierre Hojbjerg 

Played the whole 90 minutes 
and 12 minutes of extra time for 
Bayern Munich in the 2013/14 
German Cup final against Borus- 
sia Dortmund 0. 

2013 FIFA Club World Cup Fi¬ 
nal- Bayern Munich 2 Raja Casa¬ 
blanca 0- Hojbjerg unused sub. 

Lloyd Isgrove 

The only member of Claude 
Puel’s squad who has won THREE 
Wembley finals. 

Isgrove, who is unlikely to face 
Manchester United, first ap¬ 
peared at the stadium when he 
helped Peterborough win the 
2013/14 Football League Trophy. 
On loan at the time, he came on as 
a late sub in Posh’s 3-1 win over 
Chesterfield. 

Last season, he twice more ap¬ 
peared on the winning side at 
Wembley. 

On loan to Barnsley, he played 
the entire 90 minutes in his sec¬ 
ond Football League Trophy vic¬ 
tory - a 3-2 win over Oxford Unit¬ 
ed. 

A few months later, he was back 
and scoring in Barnsley’s 3-1 
League 1 play-off final success 
against Millwall. 

Harrison Reed 

The midfielder helped Saints 
win the 2014/15 Under-21 Pre¬ 
mier League Cup. He appeared in 
both legs of the final victory over 
Blackburn, being sent off in the 
second leg at St Mary’s in the clos¬ 
ing stages of Saints’ 2-1 success. 

Sam McQueen 

The left back helped Saints win 
the 2014/15 Under-21 Premier 
League Cup. 

|osh Sims 

The youngster who set up Shane 
Long’s semi final second leg win¬ 
ner at Anfield also helped Saints 
win the 2014/15 Under-21 Premier 
League Cup. 

• Matt Targett and Jake 
Hesketh, both currently injured, 
also appeared for Saints in that 
tournament success. 


from facing page 

Made 94 appearances for Saints 
before leaving to join Stoke in August 
2006 for £225,000. Aged 34, and 
playing for non league Chester at the 
time, Higginbotham made his 
international debut in 2013 for 
Gibraltar. 

Morgan Schneiderlin 

Little did they know it at the time, but 
Saints had a bargain when they paid 
French club Strasborg £1.2m for an 
18-year-old Schneiderlin in the 
summer of 2008. 

He went on to become a key member 
of the club’s rise from the depths of 
League 1 to the top seven of the 
Premier League, making 261 
appearances in all competitions. 

After three seasons as a Premier 
League regular with Saints, he moved 
to Manchester United for £25m in the 
summer of 2015. 

Jose Mourinho’s arrival last summer 
saw him fall out of first team favour, and 
last month he jumped at the chance to 
be reunited with his former Saints boss 
Ronald Koeman at Everton. 

At £20m, he was the most expensive 
signing in the January transfer window. 

Luke Shaw 

The left back was only 17 when Nigel 
Adkins threw him in for his Premier 


Morgan Schneiderlin. 

League debut in November 2012. 

But he never looked out of place and 
in March 2014, aged 18, made his 
senior England debut. 

He went to that summer’s World Cup 
and appeared in the draw with Costa 
Rica. 

On his return to Saints, and after 60 
league appearances for the club, he 
moved to Old Trafford for a whopping 
£27m. 

That made him one of world football’s 
most expensive teenagers. 

In his two and a half seasons at 
United, Shaw has been restricted to 
just 28 league appearances. 

He missed most of the 2015/16 
season with a badly broken leg 
suffered in a Champions League 
fixture. 

Still only 21, he has also struggled 
for regular football under Jose 
Mourinho and has little chance of 
featuring against his former club at 
Wembley. 

• Alan McLoughlin was a trainee at 
Old Trafford who left without ever 
playing a first team game, McLoughlin 
became Saints’ first £1 m signing in 
December 1990 when he moved from 
Swindon. He only made 27 
appearances, however, and within two 
years had moved to Pompey for 
£400,000. 



James Ward-Prowse, Nathan Redmond and Jack Stephens were in 
the England U21 squad that won last summer's Toulon Trophy. 


Steven Davis, main picture, and Fraser Forster, above, have huge 
amounts of cup final experience from their time in Glasgow with 
Rangers and Celtic respectively. 
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Manchester 
United's list 
of business 
partners ... 

Global Partners 


Adidas - Official kit supplier 
Aon - Principal Partner 
Chevrolet - Principal Partner 
20th Century Fox- Official 
Feature Film Partner 
Abengoa - Official Sustainable 
Technology Partner 
Aeroflot - Official Carrier 
Aperol Spritz - Official Global 
Spirits Partner 
Apollo Tyres - Official Tyre 
Partner 

Casillero del Diablo - Official 
Wine Partner 

Columbia - Official Outdoor 
Apparel Partner 
Deezer - Official Music Partner 
DHL- Official logistics Partner 
EA Sports - Official Football 
Video Gaming Partner 
Epson - Official Office 
Equipment Partner 
Gulf Oil International - Official 
Global Lubricant Oil and Fuel 
Retail Partner 
HCL - Official Digital 
Transformation Partner 
Kansai Paint - Official Paint 
Partner 

Marathonbet - Official Global 



Juan Mata in his Chevrolet- 
sponsored home shirt. 


Betting Partner 

Mlily - Official Global Mattress 
and Pillow Partner 
New Era - Official Leisure 
Headwear Partnerd 
Nissin Foods Group - Official 
Global Noodle Partner 
Swissquote - Official Forex and 
Online Financial Trading Partner 
Tag Heuer - Official Timekeeper 
and Global Watch Partner 
Toshiba Medical Systems - 
Official Medical Systems Partner 
Uber - Official Global Partner 
Yanmar - Official Global Partner 

Regional Partners 

A.P Honda- Official Motorcycle 
Partner 

CHI- Official Soft Drinks Partner 
for Nigeria 

Cho-A Pharm Co Ltd. - Official 
Pharmaceutical Partner for Korea 
and Vietnam. 

Donaco - Official Casino Resort 
Partner for Thailand, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and 
South Korea 

Eurofood - Official Confectionery 
Partner for Thailand, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar 
The Hong Kong Jockey Club - 
Official Partner 

IVC - Official Wellness Partner 
Manda - Official Nutritional 
Supplements Partner for Japan 

Continued on facing page 



A huge money- 


By Simon 

Carter 



SAINTS are not just playing a ri¬ 
val Premier League team in the 
2016/17 League Cup final at Wem¬ 
bley 

No, they are playing the rich¬ 
est football club in the world, a 
remarkable money-making ma¬ 
chine. 

A club where a dip in on-field 
fortunes has contrasted with 
a huge increase in (further) 
strengthening their financial 
muscles. 

Manchester United were recent¬ 
ly unveiled as the world’s richest 
club when Deloittes published 
their 20th annual money league 
report. 

In 2015/16, the club raked in 
£515.m (689m Euros) - despite fail¬ 
ing to progress from the group 
stages of the lucrative Champi¬ 
ons League and not even making 
the quarter finals of the Europa 
League. 

That was a huge leap on their 
£395.2m income in 2014/15, and 
more than double their income of 
just four years earlier. In 2011/12, 
United’s income was 312m euros. 

Barcelona were second with 
£463.8m - virtually the same fig¬ 
ure as third-placed Real Madrid. 

Saints were 22nd, with around 
£120m - almost £400m less than 
their League Cup final opponents 
banked. 

In the 20 years of Deloittes re¬ 
ports, United have only ever once 
been out of the top three - and 
they have always been the highest 
earning English club. 

In 2015/16, United received 
£102m in matchday income - the 
highest in the world. 

They also banked £140m in 
broadcast income. 

The most startling figure, 
though, was the club’s commer¬ 
cial income. 

Incredibly, United earnt £272. lm 
in that sphere in 2015/16 - again, 
the highest in the world. 

By way of contrast, Saints’ 
matchday income in 2014/15 - the 
last season for which figures are 
available - was £18.2m. 

That same season, Saints’ 
broadcasting figure was £84m and 
their commercial income was just 
over £7m. 

In other words, the club’s com¬ 
mercial income in 2014/15 was 
less than three per cent of Unit¬ 
ed’s in 2015/16. 

That is a sobering thought in¬ 
deed, and shows just how hard it 
is for clubs of Saints’ stature to 
try and break into the Premier 
League’s elite group. 

Let’s turn the clock back to the 
early 1990s. 

The top flight clubs voted to join 





Manchester United's huge wealth allows them 
to bring in superstar names such as Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic and Paul Pogba, 


Manolo Gabbiadini anil Nathan Re6fmond, 
bottom, cost Saints ^pund £26m betwe^p them 
- not even a third of what United splashed out to 
bring Paul Pogba back to Old Trafford. 


a new Premier League because 
they wanted a greater slice of tel¬ 
evision money. 

In a nutshell, the breakaway 
from the Football League was or¬ 
chestrated by greed. 

Surely, though, no-one at Old 
Trafford ever presumed for one 
moment that the club would be¬ 
come such a financial behemoth. 

Here is an amazing fact - when 


United won the first ever Premier 
League title in 1992/93, their win¬ 
ners’ cheque was £815,210. 

Leicester last season banked 
£24.84m for coming top, while 
United picked up £19.8m for fin¬ 
ishing fifth. 

Aston Villa picked up £1.2m for 
finishing bottom - around £400,000 
more than United banked for win¬ 
ning the title in 1993. 


In total contrast, Nottingham 
Forest finished bottom at the end 
of the 22-club 1992-93 campaign 
and got just £37,055. Managers 
these days are fined more than 
that for criticising referees. 

In 1992/93, the 22 clubs shared 
£9.3m worth of prize money with 
regards to league placings - an av¬ 
erage of around £440,000 per club. 

Last season 20 clubs shared 
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making machine 



£261m - the average per club now 
£13m. 

That startling contrast alone 
shows how the rich have grown 
richer, and the new television 
deal that kicked in this season 
will pour many more millions 
into the elite’s coffers. 

The three-year deal that started 
last summer is worth £5.13 billion 
over three years - compared to 


£191m for the first FIVE years of 
the Premier League, 1992-97. 

Of course, Saints have also 
grown richer thanks to the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

In 1997/98, the club’s entire 
turnover was just £14.8m - and 
that was a dramatic rise on just 
£6.3m in 1996/97. 

Matchday income in 1997/98 
was £4m and television income 


was around £6m. 

Compare that to 2015/16, when 
Saints banked over £60m from tel¬ 
evision deals - £29.4m from over¬ 
seas deals, almost £22m from do¬ 
mestic deals and just under £llm 
from having a selection of their 
games shown live. 

Saints’ wage bill in 1997/98 was 
just £4.6m. In 2014/15 it was al¬ 
most £69m (compared to United’s 


Wayne Rooney 

£215m in the same season). 

In 1999 Saints’ turnover rose 
slightly to £15.6m and in 2000 it 
had risen again, to £20.8m. Within 
16 years, they would earn three 
times that much just from televi¬ 
sion income. 

In 2008/09, the season which saw 
the club relegated to the third tier 
and with parent club Southamp¬ 
ton Leisure Holdings in adminis¬ 
tration, the club’s entire income 
was only £8.8m. 

In the first year after Markus 
Liebherr’s takeover, and despite 
Saints playing in League 1, the 
club’s income rose to £14.281m. 

By the time Saints returned to 
the top flight and began furiously 
milking Rupert Murdoch’s cash 
cow again, the financial benefits 
were more than obvious. 

The club’s 2012/13 turnover, 
on their return to the Premier 
League, was £71.8m. That rose 
again in 2013/14 to £106. lm, and 
again to £113.7m in 2014/15. 

That is not a bad increase, is it? 

From a turnover of £8.85m in 
2008/09 to one of £113.7m just six 
years later! 

In terms of a percentage rise 
- around 1,184 per cent - that is a 
figure surely unequalled in world 
sport, certainly at elite level. 

Last year, 2016/17, Saints 
banked £84m in league prize mon¬ 
ey and television income alone. 

That is a huge sum indeed. 

But every Premier League club 
earnt virtually the same amount 
of television cash last term. 

It is United’s matchday income 
and commercial income that sets 
them apart from Saints and every 
other club in the world. 

That is why they can pay play¬ 
ers like Paul Pogba, Zlatan Ibra- 
himovic and Wayne Rooney eye¬ 
watering salaries of upwards of 
£200,000 a week. 

Saints cannot compete with 
that, of course. Who can? 

For 90 minutes at Wembley, 
though, the playing field will 
thankfully be a lot more level. 

It’s 11 x 11, and Saints - financial 
paupers in some way compared to 
United - have far more of a chance 
than the respective bank balances 
would suggest. 

That is the beauty of football. 


Manchester 
United's list 
of business 
partners... 

from facing page 

Nexon - Official Social Football 
Gaming Partner for Japan 
Uni President - Official Soft 
Drinks Partner for China and 
Taiwan 

YOU.Cl 000 - Official Isotonic 
Drinks Partner for Indonesia 

Media Partners- 
Bakcell - Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner for 
Azerbaijan 

Globacom - Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner for 
Nigeria, Ghana, Republic of Benin 
PCCW - Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner and 
Official Broadcast Partner for 
Hong Kong 

Sina Sports - Official MUTV 
Broadcast Partner for China 
Sky TV NZ-Official MUTV 
Broadcast Partner for New 
Zealand 

STC - Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner for 
Saudi Arabia 
TM- Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner for 
Malaysia 

TV 2- Official MUTV Broadcast 
Partner for Norway 
VIVA- Official Integrated 
Telecommunications Partner for 
Bahrain and Kuwait 

Financial Partners- 
AFB - Official Financial Services 
Affinity Partner for Kenya, Ghana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Uganda and 
Tanzania 

Banif Bank - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for Malta 
BIDV - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for 
Vietnam 

Commercial Bank of Qatar - 
Official Financial Services Affinity 
Partner for Qatar 
Danamon - Official Consumer 
Banking Partner for Indonesia 
DenizBank - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for Turkey 
Emirates NBD - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for the 
UAE 

Eurobank - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for Serbia 
Invex Banco - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for 
Mexico 

Krungsri - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for 
Thailand 

Maybank - Official Retail 
Banking Partner for Malaysia, 
Singapore and Philippines. 

Santander - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for 
Norway 

Shinsei - Official Financial 
Services Affinity Partner for Japan 
Virgin Money - Official Financial 
Services Partner in the UK 
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Manchester United’s home 
grown players 1999-2017 

1999/00 (players who 
appeared this season who 
had come through the club’s 
youth system) 

David Beckham, Nicky Butt, 

Luke Chadwick, Michael Clegg, 
Nick Culkin, Ritchie Wellens, 
Jordan Curtis , Ryan Giggs, David 
Healy, Danny Higginbotham, Phil 
Neville, Gary Neville, Mark Wilson, 
Paul Rachubka, Paul Scholes, 
Michael Twiss, Ronnie Wallwork 

2000/01 

Wes Brown, Michael Steward, 
Danny Webber 

2001/02 

Jimmy Davis, Lee Roche 

2002/03 

Darren Fletcher, Kieron 
Richardson, Danny Pugh, Mads 
Timm 

2003/04 

Phil Bardsley, Chris Eagles, 
Eddie Johnson, Paul Tierney 

2004/05 

Sylvan Ebanks-Blake, David 
Jones 

2005/06 

Adam Eckersley, Darron Gibson, 
Ritchie Jones 

2006/07 

Michael Barnes, David Gray, 
Kieran Lee, Phil Marsh, Ryan 
Shawcross 



A young David Beckham 


2007/09 

Fraizer Campbell, Jonny Evans, 
Danny Simpson 

2008/09 

Ben Amos, James Chester, 
Federico Macheda 

2009/10 

Danny Welbeck 

200/11 

Ravel Morrison 

2011/12 

Tom Cleverley, Larnell Cole, Zeki 
Fryers, Michael Keane, Will Keane, 
Paul Pogba 

2012/13 

Robbie Brady, Scott Wootton 

2013/14 

Tom Lawrence, James Wilson, 
Adnan Januzaj 

2014/15 

Tyler Blackett, Paddy McNair, 
Andreas Pereira, Tom Thorpe, 
Jesse Lingard, Reece James, 
Saidy Janko 

2015/16 

Cameron Borthwick-Jackson, 
Timothy Fosu-Mensah, Donald 
Love, Marcus Rashford, Joe Riley, 
James Weir 

2016/17 

Alex Tuanzebe 



Truly amazing 


By Simon 

Carter 



THOSE who champion youth 
development will no doubt be 
pleased to see Saints and Man¬ 
chester United going head to head 
at Wembley this weekend. 

For the two clubs have done 
more than most to produce their 
own home-grown talent, rather 
than just buy in new players 
from Britain and abroad with no 
thought to their own infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

The Sports Pink has looked 
back at the statistics, and they 
made fascinating reading. 

We could have delved right back 
into history, but instead have de¬ 
cided to keep it fairly recent. 

We have looked at all the home¬ 
grown players who have played 
for both clubs since the start of 
the 1999/2000 season. 

Since the start of that season, 11 
home-grown Saints have played 
international football. 

Wayne Bridge, Theo Walcott, 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, Adam 
Lallana, Luke Shaw and Calum 
Chambers would go on and win 
senior England caps. 

Chris Baird, Alan Blayney and 
Ben Reeves would win Northern 
Ireland caps, while Gareth Bale 
would become a Welsh legend. 

The elventh player, Portsmouth- 
born Jake Thomson, appeared 
twice for Trinidad & Tobago in 
2009. 

Eleven internationals is an im¬ 
pressive record, no doubt about it. 

Staggering 

And here’s an interesting fact. 
The last time Saints played a com¬ 
petitive game without an acad¬ 
emy player or academy graduate 
in their matchday squad was in 
March 2012. 

On that occasion, a Rickie Lam¬ 
bert volley and a masterclass in 
goalkeeping from Kelvin Davis 
gave Nigel Adkins’ men a 1-0 
Championship win at Leeds. 

Since then, Saints have played 
228 first team games in all compe¬ 
titions. 

Some might say that’s a stagger¬ 
ing statistic. 

Indeed it might be, but it’s noth¬ 
ing compared to Manchester 
United’s record. 

The last time United played a 
first team game without a home¬ 
grown player in the matchday 
squad was in October 1937. 

You read that right. October 
1937. 

Since then, the club have played 
3,845 matches. 

It is a truly mind-blowing fact, 
and bear in mind until 1965 clubs 
didn’t even have the option of 



James Ward Prowse, main 
picture, and fellow Saints 
academy graduates Gareth 
Bale (top), Luke Shaw 
(left), Theo Walcot (below 
left) and Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain (below). 


fielding a single substitute. 

Even them, clubs could only 
name one sub for the whole of the 
1970s and most of the 1980s. 

Gradually, the amount of subs 
allowed has risen - in 1995 it was 
increased to five and to seven 
from the 2008/09 season. 

Since the start of the 1999/2000 
season, the Echo can reveal that 
50 home-grown players have ap¬ 


peared for Saints in a competitive 
game. 

We have not included players 
who were 16 or 17 when Saints 
signed them from other profes¬ 
sional clubs. 

That rules out Dexter Black- 
stock (Oxford United), David Mc- 
Goldrick (Notts County), Jack 
Stephens (Plymouth) and Harry 
Lewis (Shrewsbury Town). 


You could also argue that the 
likes of Walcott and Lallana were 
‘bought’ in from other clubs rath¬ 
er than initially discovered by 
Saints. 

Walcott was on Swindon’s books 
prior to moving to the Saints 
academy, while Lallana was origi¬ 
nally with AFC Bournemouth. 

For the benefit of this article, 
though, they are included - young 
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In addition, United also have 
the best FA Youth Cup record, 
winning on 10 occasions out of 14 
final appearances. 

Saints, in contrast, have only 
ever reached the final once - in 
2005. 

Five of United’s Youth Cup wins 
were in the same decade - in 1953, 
1954,1955,1956 and 1957. 

The conveyor belt has rarely 
looked like slowing up, 

Impressively, 12 United acad¬ 
emy graduates were selected to 
represent their countries at last 
summer’s European Champion¬ 
ships - more than any other club 
from Europe’s top five leagues. 

Marcus Rashford and Burnley 
goalkeeper Tom Heaton were in 
England’s 23-man party, 2011 FA 
Youth Cup winner Paul Pogba 
was the host country’s talisman, 
while the Republic of Ireland’s 
squad included John O’Shea and 
Robbie Brady. 

The Northern Ireland squad 
featured no fewer than six United 
academy graduates. 

Graduate 


enough at the time of joining 
Saints to be considered ‘proper’ 
academy graduates. 

Fifty home-grown players since 
the start of 1999/2000 should be a 
figure of pride for Southampton 
FC. 

At Old Trafford, the numbers 
are even higher - 74 home-grown 
players in the same timeframe. 

Of those, around a third have 


gone on to win internationals 
caps. 

Another incredible statistic 
there. 

The United academy has al¬ 
ways been world famous - right 
from the days of the Busby Babes 
through to the class of 1992 which 
produced Beckham, Scholes, 
Giggs, Butt and the Nevilles. 

In terms of producing their own 


players, they are head and shoul¬ 
ders above everyone else. 

United’s youth team is statisti¬ 
cally the most successful in Eng¬ 
lish football, with nine players in 
the English football Hall of Fame. 

They are Duncan Edwards, Sir 
Bobby Charlton, George Best, 
Nobby Stiles, Mark Hughes, Ryan 
Giggs, Paul Scholes, David Beck¬ 
ham and Johnny Giles. 


Only one of them, Paddy Mc¬ 
Nair, was playing for United at the 
time. The others were West Brom 
defender Jonny Evans, Watford 
defender Craig Cathcart, Black¬ 
burn midfielder Corry Evans, 
Reading’s Oliver Norwood, and 
Doncaster’s Luke McCullough. 

Cathcart, Corry Evans, Nor¬ 
wood and McCullough left Old 
Trafford having never made a 
single first team appearance be¬ 
tween them. 

The 12th Old Trafford gradu¬ 
ate was James Chester, who was 
in the Welsh squad. He only ever 
made one senior United appear¬ 
ance. 

There were almost 13 graduates 
in France but England omitted 
Leicester’s Danny Drinkwater, 
who left United without ever play¬ 
ing a game, from their final 23- 
man squad. 

It has been claimed that current 
United boss Jose Mourinho has 
never been hugely interested in 
promoting young players for the 
sake of it. His critics have viewed 
him as a ‘gun for hire’ brought in 
purely to concentrate on the first 
team and to collect trophies. 

Whether that is fair criticism 
or not, he has given just one acad¬ 
emy graduate his debut this sea¬ 
son - Alex Tuanzebe. 

Though born in Congo in Afri¬ 
ca, Tuanzebe has been associated 
with United’s academy since he 
was eight. 

It’s fair to say there won’t be 
many academy graduates in 
Mourinho’s matchday squad 
for Wembley. Paul Pogba will be 
there, though, so United’s amaz¬ 
ing record - over 3,800 games - will 
carry on. 


Saints’ home grown players 
1999-2017 

1999/00 (players who 
appeared this season who 
had come through the club’s 
youth system) 

Francis Benali, Shayne Bradley, 
Wayne Bridge, Matt Le Tissier 

2000/01 

Ryan Ashford, Kevin Gibbens 

2001/02 

Chris Baird 

2002/03 

Martin Craine 
Alan Blayney 

2005/06 

Gareth Bale 
Nathan Dyer 
Simon Gillett 
Matthew Mills 
Andrew Surman 
Theo Walcott 

2006/07 

Adam Lallana 

2007/08 

Cedric Baseya 

2008/09 

Oscar Gobern 
Lloyd James 
Oily Lancashire 
Kayne McLaggon 
Joseph Mills 
Matt Paterson 



Adam Lallana 


Jake Thomson 
Jamie White 

2009/10 

Callum McNish 
Joseph Mills 

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 

2011/12 

Ryan Doble 
Sam Hoskins 
Ben Reeves 
Luke Shaw 
James Ward-Prowse 

2012/13 

Calum Chambers 
Andy Robinson 
Lloyd Isgrove 

2013/14 

Sam McQueen 
Harrison Reed 
Jake Sinclair 
Matt Targett 
Omar Rowe 

2014/15 

Dominic Gape 
Jake Hesketh 
Ryan Seager 
Jason McCarthy 

2016/17 

Olufela Olomola 
Josh Sims 
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Mourinhov 
Saints record 

JOSE Mourinho will enter the League 
Cup final defending a good personal 
record against Saints. 

He has only lost one of his eight 
games against the club, winning five of 
the others. 

In those five wins, Saints had led in 
the first minute in TWO of them! 

He has also picked up two large 
suspensions for criticising referees - 
strangely enough, in two of the three 
games his side did not win ... 

This is Mourinho’s record against 
Saints. 

2004/05 

Chelsea 2 Saints 1 

James Beattie scored at both ends 
before Frank Lampard struck a penalty 
winner four minutes before half-time. 

Beattie gave Steve Wigley’s Saints a 
first minute lead, before his own goal 
levelled matters on 34 minutes. 

Saints 1 Chelsea 3 

Chelsea took another step towards 
the Premier League title in Mourinho’s 
first season at Stamford Bridge. 

Frank Lampard and Eidur 
Gudjohnsen put the Blues in control at 
half-time. 

Though Kevin Phillips reduced the 
arrears, Gudjohnsen seven his second 
seven minutes from time. 

2013/14 



Jose Mourinho 


Chelsea 3 Saints 1 

As they had done on their previous 
visit to the ground in September 2004, 
Saints took a first minute lead - this 
time through Jay Rodriguez. 

Chelsea had to wait until the 55th 
minute to level, through Gary Cahill. 

Their other centre half, John Terry, 
put them ahead seven minutes later 
and Demba Ba added a late third. 

Saints 0 Chelsea 3 

Mourinho completed his fourth win 
out of four against Saints. 

All the goals - from Fernando Torres, 
Willian and Oscar 82 - came in the last 
half hour. 

2014/15 

Saints 1 Chelsea 1 

Sadio Mane put Saints ahead in this 
encounter which took place three days 
after Christmas. 

Eden Hazard levelled on the stroke of 
half-time. 

Saints played out the last two 
minutes with ten men after Morgan 
Schneiderlin was sent off for a second 
bookable offence. 

Mourinho was furious he side were 
denied a spot-kick and said after there 
was “a clear campaign” against his 
side. Anthony Taylor booked Cesc 
Fabregas for diving, following a 
challenge by MattTargett, instead of 
giving the visitors a penalty. 

Cont on facing page 



Remember how good 


By Simon 

Carter 



SAINTS are back at Wembley 
for the first time in almost seven 
years. 

They will be stepping out at the 
rebuilt national stadium for the 
second time when they face Man¬ 
chester United in the League Cup 
final. 

Their previous appearance was 
in the decidedly lower-key John¬ 
stone’s Paint Trophy final against 
Carlisle in March 2010. 

That game had a great ending, 
though - Alan Pardew’s Saints 
romping to a 4-1 victory. 

The day wasn’t just about the 
result, however impressive it was. 

No, it was more than that. 

It was a chance for the club’s 
fans to see the green shoots of 
recovery following the previous 
summer’s Markus Liebherr-led 
takeover. 

It was a chance for the club to 
show that, after five years of de¬ 
cline and a very real brush with 
oblivion, brighter days lay ahead. 

This is how the Daily Echo’s 
Adam Leitch reported the big day 


‘THE Johnstone’s Paint Tro¬ 
phy may be well down the list of 
domestic honours teams want to 
win. 

It might even have been fairly 
low on the list of things Saints set 
out to achieve when their mega- 
wealthy new owners arrived. 

But yesterday at Wembley it 
meant the world to the club and, 
most importantly, the fans. 

Wembley was a sea of red 
and white as the supporters came 
to celebrate, not so much just a 
trophy win but the rebirth of 
heir club. 

This was the day that signalled 
Saints were not only alive but 
heading back to the big time. 

There was the sense of antici¬ 
pation that these famous days, 
which live so long in the memory 
of everybody fortunate enough 
to be there, could be a more com¬ 
mon occurrence. 

Whether they be play-offs, days 
where promotion is secured or 
even in years to come challeng¬ 
ing for more major domestic hon¬ 
ours, there is hope. 

Sometimes last summer all 
Saints fans had was hope - hope 
that their club would merely sur¬ 
vive. 

That’s what made Wembley so 
special. 

There were 44,000 Saints fans 
there to celebrate. 

They weren’t really celebrat¬ 
ing winning the JPT. Instead they 
were celebrating what it is to be a 



Saints fan. 

It was marvellous. 

In truth, the reaction of the 
crowd said it all. 

They were there to get dressed 
up in red and white, have a fun 
day with their family and friends 
and savour the occasion. 

When goals were scored they 
were not celebrated with even 
the same zeal as they often are 


in league games at St Mary’s. 

Likewise, the victory was very 
much welcomed but hardly a 
cause for a street party. 

That’s not what the JPT was 
about for Southampton. 

So many fans have watched the 
fall of the club with horror. 

They can put the JPT in per¬ 
spective - seven years ago Saints 
were in the FA Cup final and fin¬ 


ishing eighth in the top flight. 

But that is history. 

This is the road back. 

It proved that Saints had no di¬ 
vine right not to have to enter a 
competition like this. 

In the end it provided a terrific 
day out and something else to put 
in a trophy cabinet that is mainly 
full of pendants given to the club 
from pre-season friendlies. 
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last Wembley visit was? 



This may only be the JPT, but 
it’s a stepping stone in the right 
direction. 

The game was won for Saints 
thanks to two major things - 
their attacking quartet of Rick¬ 
ie Lambert, Michail Antonio, 
Papa Waigoand Adam Lallana 
were too much for 
Carlisle to handle while the 
rest of the team were verysolid 


and professional. 

Alan Pardew’s decision to go 
for the jugular with a 4-4-2 paid 
off while Greg Abbott, his strike 
force blighted by injuries, played 
one up front until they were 4-0 
down. 

It was easy pickings for Radhi 
Jaidi and Jose Fonte. 

After a relatively tense open¬ 
ing as both sides tried to find their 


feet, Saints were were awarded a 
penalty. 

Antonio stood up a terrific 
cross from the right and, just as 
Lambert readied himself to head 
home from the edge of the six- 
yard box, Peter Murphy stuck up 
an arm to block the ball. 

Assistant linesman Tony Mason 
spotted the blatant handball and 
a penalty was 


correctly awarded. 

Murphy was lucky to escape 
with just a yellow card but there 
was no let off for Carlisle. 

Adam Collin committed early to 
go to his left and got his fingertips 
to Lambert’s 

penalty, but it was too powerful 
and Saints had the lead after 
just 15 minutes. 

They never looked back. 

Antonio’s long throws caused 
problems for Carlisle all day 
with Lambert invariably win¬ 
ning the ball at the near post. 

He did just that on 22 minutes, 
flicking on to Waigo whose 
touch allowed Lallana to spin 
and volley from six yards out but 
straight at 

Collin. 

The same duo went head to 
head once more with the keeper 
again winning out. 

Antonio was next up to trou¬ 
ble Collin, this time after Mur¬ 
phy’s awful attempted pass was 
intercepted by Waigo but the 
Carlisle keeper was strong and 
turned the 

ball wide. 

Carlisle had their only real pe¬ 
riod of pressure shortly after¬ 
wards with Matty Robson using 
his pace to threaten down the left. 

After his cross led to Graham 
Kavanagh’s shot being blocked, 
a deep corner was chipped back 
in by Robson to Ian Harte who 
beat Paul Wotton to the ball to 
loop a header onto the top of the 
bar and over. 

Marc Bridge-Wilkinson kept the 
pressure on, controlling on his 
thigh and volleying just over on 
37 minutes before Saints made 
their lead commanding a minute 
before half time. 

It was via the long throw 
route, Antonio’s lob in from the 
right again flicked on at the near 
post by Lambert for Lallana to 
ghost through the Carlisle back- 
line to head home totally un¬ 
marked from six yards out. 

The only danger for Saints was 
if Carlisle stuck two up front at 
half-time and got themselves an 
early goal and a foothold in the 
game. 

Instead the match ended as a 
contest just four minutes after 
the restart when Saints added an¬ 
other. 

Waigo started the move with a 
neat one-two that set Lambert 
away down the left. 

He crossed into the box where 
Evan Horwood took a ridicu¬ 
lous chance, trying to turn out 
on to his left foot rather than 
just clearing, only for the ball to 
bounce off him and allow Anto¬ 
nio the chance to shoot. 

His fierce drive was parried by 
Collin but Waigo was on hand to 
head into the empty net. 

Continued on page 22 


Mourinhov 
Saints record 

from facing page 

That was a decision Mourinho 
labelled a “scandal”. 

For his comments, the Football 
Association fined him £50,000 - one of 
a handful of large fines they have given 
the Portuguese during his time in 
England. 

Chelsea 1 Saints 1 

Ronald Koeman again took a point 
off his former Barcelona colleague. 

Diego Costa put Chelsea into an 11th 
minute lead, but Dusan Tadic levelled 
from the spot eight minutes later. 

Chelsea went on to win the title for 
the third time under Mourinho. 

2015/16 

Chelsea 1 Saints 3 
Finally, Saints broke their Mourinho 
duck at the seventh time of asking. 

They came from behind to do so, 
after Willian had put Chelsea ahead in 
the 10th minute. 

Steven Davis levelled shortly before 
half-time and Sadio Mane put Saints in 
front on the hour mark. 

Graziano Pelle wrapped up a 
memorable win 18 minutes from time. 

Again, Mourinho felt hard done by 
with regards to key decisions. 

Mourinho criticised the officials after 
the defeat, saying they were ‘afraid to 
give decisions for Chelsea’, 

As part of a bizarre seven-minute rant 
to television cameras, he said referees 



Pelle scores at Chelsea 


were ‘afraid to give decisions for 
Chelsea.’ 

He was unhappy that Radamel 
Falcao was booked for diving with the 
score at 1-1, when Mourinho felt he 
should have been awarded a penalty. 

Mourinho was subsequently charged 
with misconduct in relation to his 
comments, and fined £50,000. 

2016/17 

Man United 2 Saints 0 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic ensured Mourinho 
celebrated his competitive home debut 
as United manager with three points at 
Old Trafford last August. 

On what was his home debut as well, 
the Swedish striker struck after 36 
minutes and added a penalty seven 
minutes into the second half. 

That left Mourinho having won five, 
drawn two and lost just one of his eight 
games against Saints. In those eight 
games Saints have scored eight times 
and conceded 16. 
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Puel's record 
v Man United 



CLAUDE Puel will be hoping to claim 
the second win of his managerial 
career against Manchester United at 
Wembley. 

If he does, it will come 11 and a half 
years after his first and so far only 
success. 

Puel was managing Lille when they 
were paired with Sir Alex Ferguson’s 
men in the 2005/06 Champions 
League group stages. 

Puel certainly had the upper hand on 
Sir Alex - overseeing a 0-0 bore draw 
at Old Trafford and then beating United 
-containing Ronaldo and Rooney -1-0 
in France. 

After Lille’s own stadium had failed to 
pass UEFA grading rules, they were 
forced to switch the tie to the Stade de 
France - over 100 miles away in Paris. 

Despite that, around 66,400 turned 
out - a record attendance for any 
French club in a European tie. 

That was to be Lille’s only win in the 
group as Puel’s side finished second 
bottom. United were bottom, for the 
first time ever in a Champions League 
group. 

The winner in the Stade de France 
was also the only goal a Puel team has 
scored against United in five attempts. 

Puel and Ferguson went head to 
head in the Champions League again 
the following season, 2006/07. 

And this time there was huge drama 
in the round of 32 first leg tie in France. 

Ryan Giggs’ late winner for the 



Claude Puel. 


visitoes almost sparked a walk-out 
from angry Lille players at the climax of 
a controversial clash. 

Giggs curled in a quick free-kick 
after 83 minutes while Lille were still 
assembling their defensive wall. 

Lille players, furious that an earlier 
header by Peter Odemwingie had been 
ruled out, walked off the pitch as the 
last 16 first leg clash boiled over. 

They eventually returned, and United 
held on for a crucial victory. 

Lille president Michel Seydoux said 
his players did not walk off the pitch in 
order to get the game abandoned. 

However, Ferguson branded Lille a 
“disgrace” and called on UEFA to 
intervene. 

Interview: Man Utd boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson 

“I have never seen that before in all 
my years in football,” said Ferguson. 

“That is a disgrace and Uefa have to 
do something about that because it 
was pure intimidation of the referee. 

“The Lille staff encouraged their 
players to come off and that made it a 
hostile atmosphere inside the ground. 
It’s a disgrace. 

“Uefa will have to come down on it. 
They have to. 

“It was very worrying because they 
were throwing missiles and Gary 
Neville got hit by something.” 

Continued on facing page 


Flashback to the 


from page 21 

Adam Clayton briefly threat¬ 
ened but could only slash wide 
from a decent position before 
Saints made it 4-0 on the hour 
mark. 

Kelvin Davis’ long clearance 
was flicked on by Lambert, Lal- 
lana challenged for the next head¬ 
er on the edge of the area and the 
ball dropped to Antonio just out¬ 
side the box. 

He controlled on his thigh a 
nd lashed a left-footed volley that 
flew past the keeper. 

At that stage Carlisle boss Ab¬ 
bott did put two men up front but 
the game was already lost. 

Joe Anyinsah sliced wide be¬ 
fore Lallana’s shot from the edge 
of the area was inadvertently 
blocked by Waigo. 

Gary Madine got a consolation 
with six minutes remaining, his 
flicked header from Harte’s free 
kick fair reward for the Cumbri¬ 
ans who never gave up and always 
worked hard despite being torn 
to shreds at times. 

There were some late chances, 
Lambert’s long-range free kick 
and Simon Gillett’s low near post 
shot both saved by Collin. 

At the other end, Davis blocked 
at close range with his knee from 
Scott Dobie. 

But this was a day that be¬ 
longed to Saints. 

It belonged to Alan Pardew, to 
the players, to the new owners, 
but most especially to the fans. 

The bad times are over, roll on 
the good times. 

Lambert’s goal was the 32nd of 
his sensational first season with 
Saints. 

He spoke to the Daily Echo af¬ 
ter the Wembley win, and this is 
how the newspaper reported his 
quotes the following day ... 

RICKIE Lambert said his goal at 
Wembley may end up being the 
most memorable of his career - 
but he is hoping it won’t. 

Clutching his man of the match 
award after the 4-1 win against 
Carlisle, the 32-goal striker 
hailed it a “perfect day”. 

Lambert opened the scoring, fir¬ 
ing in a 15th minute penalty to 
send Saints on the route to John¬ 
stone’s Paint Trophy glory. 

“It was amazing,” he said. “I 
felt nervous obviously taking the 
pen, but I was confident I could 
score. 

“I’ve never scored at Wembley 
before or in a major final like 
that, so it’s up there with the best. 

“Maybe in years to come it will 
be my most memorable. 

“I’m hoping not, because I’m 
hoping there will still be more to 
come and more major finals.” 

Lambert, who played for Bris¬ 
tol Rovers in the 2007 JPT final 



against Doncaster at the Millen¬ 
nium Stadium in Cardiff, was 
taken aback by the atmosphere 
when he scored. 

“It was unbelievable, I can’t de¬ 
scribe it,” he said. 

“I was trying to get to the fans, 
but the players wouldn’t let me. 

“I knew where my family was 
as well, so I was trying to get to 
them. 

“In front of them and in front 
of 44,000 fans it’s absolutely bril¬ 
liant. 

“It went perfect today for my¬ 
self.” 


But Lambert admitted he was 
concerned for the first few min¬ 
utes as Carlisle applied some 
pressure. 

“We did dominate, but they had 
the better start and I was a bit 
worried,” he said. 

“But the defence stayed solid 
and after 15 or 20 minutes we 
started slowly coming into it and 
we got the first goal, which was 
the most important one. 

“After then we just dominated.” 

Lambert has now made two 
Wembley appearances in his ca¬ 
reer, with a 100 per cent record. 


He was part of the Rovers side 
that won promotion to League 
One through the play-offs in 
2006/07. 

Lambert revealed he had made 
a point of taking in he day on 
this occasion - something he 
didn’t do on his last visit when 
Rovers beat Shrewsbury 3-1. 

“I can remember it a lot more 
than I did last time,” he said. 

“Last time I was just made up 
and didn’t really take it in. 

“But I took everything in and I 
took a few scarves off the fans, 
shook everyone’s hands and took 
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last Wembley win 



in as much of it as I could. 

“It was absolutely brilliant. 

“It was lucky we were 4-0 up and 
we’d won the game, so I had it in 
my head I was going to enjoy it 
more now and going to take more 
things in. 

“I’ve done that - I’ll take a lot 
more away from this final than I 
did last.” 

• Lambert’s post-Wembley 
wish came true - there were many 
more memorable goals to come 
for Saints. 

There were the goals that took 


Saints into the Championship, 
and the goals - including four hat- 
tricks in 2011/12 - that propelled 
them into the Premier League. 

Then there were his top flight 
goals for the club, including one 
on his Premier League debut at 
defending champions Manches¬ 
ter City on the opening day of 
2012/13. 

There were no more cup finals, 
though. 

Another of Saints’ Wembley 
goalscorers, Adam Lallana, also 
spoke to the Daily Echo. This is 


how the newspaper reported his 
quotes... 

ADAM Lallana believes Saints’ 
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy win 
was payback for the fans who 
have stuck with them through 
some very hard times. 

The 21-year-old was one of the 
heroes of the day at Wembley, 
scoring the second in Saints’ 4-1 
win against Carlisle. 

But as much as it was a wonder¬ 
ful moment for himself person¬ 
ally, Lallana said it was as much, 
if not more, for the supporters. 


The club’s academy product 
went through a tough period, 
along with everyone else, last sea¬ 
son. 

Administration was followed by 
relegation from the Champion¬ 
ship - the club’s second 

demotion in five seasons. 

But, despite the club’s future 
being in jeopardy, Lallana was 
amazed at the support from the 
fans. 

He hopes yesterday’s piece of 
silverware will go some way to 
repaying them. 

“It was quality, it was a chance 
to give it back to all the fans,” he 
said. “We had a bleak season last 
year and to reach a cup final and 
get a medal by the end of March 
is brilliant. 

“Now we’ve just got to kick on. 

“We’ve got big league games 
coming up. 

“We’ve got to be professional in 
how we go about our business. 

“But anything’s possible, so it’s 
brilliant.” 

He added: “It just makes it all 
worth it, all the dark days we’ve 
had. We’ve come through it and 
we’ve just got to push on upwards 
now.” 

Lallana has received fantas¬ 
tic support from his family 
throughout his career. 

He said the win was also for 
them. 

“You’re giving a bit back to your 
family with all the journeys 
they’ve done up and down the 
country and to training, so it’s 
great,” he said. 

“Most of all I’m just happy to 
pick up a winners’ medal.” 

Lallana also recalled the point 
where Saints climbed the steps to 
the Royal Box to receive the tro¬ 
phy. 

“That was a brilliant moment,” 
he said. “There was quite a few 
steps, I have to say, but after a 
game like that you don’t mind 
doing it to pick up the trophy. 

“It’s a moment to savour. 

“Whether you play at Wembley 
once or three or four times you’re 
always going to remember it.” 

• Lallana has played at Wem¬ 
bley many more times since the 
JPT final day. 

He has stepped out at the na¬ 
tional stadium on numerous oc¬ 
casions with England and also 
contested last season’s League 
Cup final there. 

Liverpool last that final to Man¬ 
chester City - Lallana one of the 
Reds players to miss in the penalty 
shoot-out - and also suffered a Eu- 
ropa League final defeat against 
Sevilla three months later. 

As a result, his JPT medal re¬ 
mains the only winners’ one of 
his professional career - and he’s 
not going to add to that with Liv¬ 
erpool this season either! 


Puel record v 
Man United 

from facing page 

Ferguson ordered his 
players to stay on the pitch 
as their Lille counterparts 
gathered on the touchline. 

Ferguson’s comments 
were condemned by Puel, 
who backed his president in 
claiming his team were not 
planning a walk-off. 

Puel raged: “I don’t know 
how that man Ferguson can 
allow himself to comment 
like that about this. He 
should have said nothing. 

“The team wished to make 
a complaint about the goal 
and didn’t want to leave the 
field. They were just making 
a protest.” 

Puel was upset that Giggs’ 
winner was allowed to stand. 

He said: “It’s not logical. 
The signal the referee gave 
was not clear for everyone, 
especially for us. 

“I don’t understand. We 
could not express a formal 
complaint as we could not 
find a Uefa delegate.” 

All was peaceful again 
a fortnight later, though, 



Alex Ferguson 


following Henrik Larsson’s 
second leg winner at Old 
Trafford had sealed a 2-0 
aggregate win. 

Puel shook hands with 
Ferguson after seeing his 
side exit the competition and 
said there was no ill-feeling. 

“There is absolutely no 
problem whatsoever,” he 
said. 

“A lot of it has been 
orchestrated, but it’s not a 
problem for me.” 

Puel returned to Old 
Trafford nine years later, 
taking charge of Saints’ 2-0 
league loss last August - his 
second competitive game in 
charge of the visitors. 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic scored 
both goals for United that 
night, taking his tally to 
seven in his last three league 
matches against teams 
managed by Puel. 

Last season the Swede 
struck twice in a 3-0 Paris St 
Germain win at Puel’s Nice, 
and then hit a hat-trick in a 
4-1 home victory. 
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Wembley, League Cup final 2017 


Great year 
for Marcus 


Saturday marks a year 
to the day since Marcus 
Rashford made his 
Manchester United debut. 

Here is a numerical 
look at the teenager’s 
remarkable first 12 months 
in senior football. 

52 

Rashford’s appearances 
for United to date. 

15 

His United goal tally. 


Rashford scored twice 
on both his United debut, 
against Saints’ conquerors 
FC Midtjylland in the 
Europa League, and his 
Premier League bow 
against Arsenal three days 
later. 


138 



Marcus Rashford 

Seconds it took Rashford 
to find the net on his 
England debut against 
Australia. 

18 years, 209 days 

His age when he did so, 
making him England’s 
youngest goalscoring 
debutant since 1938. He 
went on to beat Wayne 
Rooney’s record as the 
Three Lions’ youngest 
player at a European 
Championship. 

19 

He had just 19 senior 
appearances to his name 
-18 for United, one for 
England - before being 
called into Roy Hodgson’s 
squad for Euro 2016. 

6 

England caps to date. 

3 

Rashford scored a hat- 
trick after dropping down 
to the England U21s last 
September against Norway. 


1976 hero Jim Steele's defensive concerns 



Jim Steele. 


SAINTS legend Jim Steele fears 
Jose Fonte and Virgil Van Dijk 
will be missed on EFL Cup final 
day. 

Steele, man of the match when 
Saints won the FA Cup in 1976, 
believes central defence is the 
weak spot as Claude Puel’s men 
prepare to take on a Manchester 
United side including 24-goal 
Zlatan Ibrahimovich. 

He said: “I’d be over the moon 
if Saints win and hopefully we 
can kick ass - but I can’t see it. 

“I think Puel screwed up with 
Fonte. Why didn’t he play him 


in the Europa League games? He 
should have played every game 
alongside [Virgil] Van Dijk. 

“I’m sure Van Dijk will be 
going for £40-50m in the summer. 
We’re going to miss them so 
much, they were brilliant 
together.” 

Tremendous 

Jack Stephens is likely to 
continue alongside Maya Yoshida 
in the absence of long-term 
injury victim Van Dijk. 

“I don’t think they can play the 


new centre-half (Martin Caceres) 
as he hasn’t played for six 
months, so it’s going to be hard 
for the young kid,” continued 
Steele. 

“The pressure on him will be 
tremendous.” 

Like most Saints fans, Steele 
has not been a fan of the rotation 
policy this season. 

“Whoever is behind it - whether 
it’s Puel or Les Reed - the team 
has been changed too much. 

“In my day I knew where the 
likes of Stokesy was running.” 


Giggs: It's crucial 
we beat Saints 


By Simon 

Peach 


Manchester United great Ryan 
Giggs believes winning the 
League Cup is crucial for Jose 
Mourinho’s developing side. 

United step out at Wembley 
against Saints on Sunday looking 
to avenge the FA Cup final defeat 
of 1976 and, far more importantly, 
win their first major trophy un¬ 
der the Portuguese. 

Last season’s FA Cup is the only 
major success United have tasted 
since Sir Alex Ferguson’s retire¬ 
ment, but things seem to be going 
in the right direction under Louis 
van Gaal’s successor. 

The Red Devils may have grand¬ 
er ambitions than the EFL Cup, 
but fans’ favourite Giggs believes 
success on Sunday will be hugely 
influential. 

Confidence 

“It is always important to win a 
trophy,” he said. 

“This was the first trophy I won 
and it was the first trophy that 
Wayne Rooney and Cristiano 
Ronaldo won, so it does give play¬ 
ers that feeling of what it is like 
to win something with Manches¬ 
ter United. 

“That gives you the confidence 
to then go on and it sort of takes 
the pressure off a little bit that 
you have already won something 
this season. 

“Especially with United going 
for the fourth place, the FA Cup 
and the Europa League, it is sort 
of that little bit of security that 
you’ve already won something. 

“It doesn’t mean that you rest on 
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your laurels, but it is that sort of 
little pressure going rather than 
getting beat in the final and the 
pressure is like doubled because 
you might not win anything. 


“It is a really important trophy 
to win, especially this year. 

“For most fans, win a trophy 
and get a Champions League spot 
this year would be hailed as a suc¬ 


cessful season building for next 
season. 

“We’re on track to do that and 
obviously we’re still doing well in 
the FA Cup and the Europa.” 

This will be the first major final 
since joining the club aged 14 that 
Giggs will watch without being 
tied to United. 

The 43-year-old made a record 
963 appearances for the club be¬ 
fore becoming assistant manager 
- a role he left in the summer to 
pursue a career in management. 

Giggs will therefore be watch¬ 
ing Sunday’s match like as a fan 
and expects Saints to prove stern 
opposition. 

“It won’t be easy,” he said. 
“Southampton have proved in the 
competition that they can pro¬ 
duce performances. 

Counter-attack 

“Obviously they have the two 
centre-halves missing who have 
been a big part of things, but still 
they’re an organised team and a 
team that will counter-attack re¬ 
ally quickly. 

“It won’t be easy. I mean finals 
are never easy. 

“We saw that last year in the 
FA Cup final when we were los¬ 
ing against Palace, even in the 
semi-final at Wembley when we 
had to score late against Everton 
through Anthony Martial. 

“It is not going to be easy but as 
a United fan obviously I hope we 
do it.” 


• Ryan Giggs volunteered for 
the day at grassroots football club 
Fishguard Sports AFC to help 
launch the 2017 McDonald’s Com¬ 
munity Awards. Nominate any 
deserving grassroots heroes at 
www.mcdonalds.co.uk/awards 
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CHERRIES FOOTBALL 


Boruc to blame 
Cherries crash 

By Sean — /—"T ( JJ- T \ \ J 

Taylor 



West Brom continue to exceed 
all expectations this season and 
remain surprise contenders for 
European football after beating 
Bournemouth 2-1 at The Haw¬ 
thorns. 

Expected to struggle, the Bag¬ 
gies are flying high in eighth 
place in the Premier League and 
seventh spot may bring qualifi¬ 
cation for next season’s Europa 
League - a position currently oc¬ 
cupied by Everton, who are four 
points ahead of Tony Pulis’ team 
from as many matches. 

Bournemouth took an early lead 
through Josh King’s penalty but 
goals from defenders Craig Daw¬ 
son and Gareth McAuley turned 
the game on its head before half¬ 
time as West Brom won at home 
for the seventh time in the last 
eight outings. 

But it was only possible thanks 
to a superb injury-time save from 
Ben Foster to deny Tyrone Mings. 

An exciting finale to the game 
followed a breathless beginning. 
Mark Clattenburg might have 
been hoping to keep a low profile 
in his first game since agreeing to 
become Saudi Arabia’s new head 
of referees but he was asked to 
make a big decision after only five 
minutes when Allan Nyom clum¬ 
sily brought down Ryan Fraser - 
and he pointed to the penalty spot. 

King confidently tucked away 
the spot-kick into the bottom 
corner, sending Foster the wrong 
way. 

There was a chance at either 
end before West Brom equalised, 
with Chris Brunt sending a shot 
into the side-netting for the hosts 
and Foster helping an Adam 
Smith effort over the crossbar. 

Dawson’s deflected strike from 
the edge of the box brought the 
Baggies level after 10 minutes as 
the ball flicked off Charlie Dan¬ 
iels and flew into the roof of the 
net. 

It was West Brom’s 35th Pre¬ 
mier League goal of the season 
- one more than they managed to 
score in the whole of the 2015/16 
campaign. 

James Morrison saw a deflected 
shot go narrowly wide before Pu¬ 
lis’ side improved on that record 
by taking the lead in the 22nd 
minute. Bournemouth goalkeep¬ 
er Artur Boruc failed to claim a 
corner, causing a scramble inside 
the penalty area, and McAuley 
was on hand to turn the ball in 


from close range. 

It was a nice way for the de¬ 
fender to mark the 500th club 
appearance of his career but a 
brave block shortly afterwards to 
repel a goalbound effort by Jack 
Wilshere may have pleased him 
more. 

Boruc may have been at fault for 
West Brom’s second goal but he 
made amends in first-half injury 
time with a reflex save to repel a 
Jonny Evans header and keep his 
team in the match. 


Bournemouth received another 
reprieve at the start of the second 
half when Clattenburg frustrated 
the home fans for a second time 
by disallowing Nacer Chadli’s 
headed goal. Meanwhile, Dawson 
and Mings had clashed heads in¬ 
side the penalty area and after re¬ 
ceiving treatment the West Brom 
defender walked from the pitch - 
but unable to continue. 

Neither side created much of 
note until Bournemouth pushed 
for an equaliser in injury time. 


Foster did well to help a 25-yard 
shot from Lys Mousset over the 
crossbar before producing a full- 
stretch save to deny Mings at the 
death. 

• Premier League champions 
Leicester dropped into the relega¬ 
tion zone after victory for Crystal 
Palace against Middlesbrough. 

The Foxes play their first match 
since the dismissal of Claudio Ra- 
nieri against Liverpool on Mon¬ 
day and will do so in the bottom 
three. 


Miller treble 
stuns Hill 

EASTLEIGH crashed to a 
fourth successive National 
League defeat when they 
were beaten 3-0 at Dover. 

The league’s top scorer, 
Ricky Miller, took his 
tally to 30 with a hat- 
trick against a Spitfires 
side under the control 
of director of football 
Richard Hill. 

Miller took just four 
minutes to open the 
scoring against an 
Eastleigh side who had lost 
their previous three games 
- all at home - without 
scoring. 

Miller struck a second on 
72 minutes and completed 
his hat-trick eight minutes 
later. 

The Spitfires, home to 
Aldershot next Tuesday, 
have only won one of their 
last 13 league matches. 


• Joe Bates scored 
the only goal in the 34th 



Richard Hill. 


minute as Winchester City 
lost at Bishops Cleeve in 
Division 1 South & West of 
the Southern League. 

With Adam Roberts and 
Robbie Matthews both 
suspended, City brought 
the returning Danny 
King and Lewis Hide into 
defence. 

Towards the end 
Winchester forced a couple 
of corners with Howard 
Neighbour heading over 
from Andy Jenkinson’s 
delivery. 

Winchester have a 
chance to return to 
winning ways when they 
are at home to Bideford on 
Tuesday. 

• Salisbury beat Paulton 
Rovers 3-1 in Division 
1 South & West of the 
Southern League. 

They led 2-0 at half-time 
through Tom Whelan and 
Eddie Perrett. Tommy 
Wright added a third 
before Paulton replied late 
on. 
















DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, February 25,2017 


26 



Simply the 

Luxury For 


xpert advice from helpful staff 


Independent Plumbing Supplies 

Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 

Tel: 02380 679900 | <«> = 

All prices exclude VAT l ^ ™ _ 


FREE PARKING 
FREE DELIVERY 


a ^t 




If you can dream it, do it 

If you’re still dreaming about the job you wanted as a child, 
then rise and shine - go get it. 

Search the latest jobs in the South East at se1jobs.com 


se1jobs.com 


The new home for jobs in the South East 



Reader Offers 

Services of our Tour Manager 


• DIAMOND 

~ RAIL HOLIDAYS 



Dawlish Railway and the Avocet Line Little Trains of Norfolk 
Including the West Somerset 
Railway 


5 days from £399,20 April, 27 July & 24 August 2017 

Price Includes 

• Four nights'half board accommodation in Devon 

• Coach transfers for our excursions 

• Railwayjourney on the Riviera Line through Dawlish &the Avocet 
Line 

• Journey on South Devon Steam &the West Somerset Steam 
Railway 

• Cruise on the River Exe with cream tea 

• Visit to Dunster 


5 days from £379, 

11 May, 8 June & 14 September 2017 

Price Includes 

• Four nights'half board accommodation atthe Mercure Norwich 
Hotel 

• Coach transfers for our excursions 

• Steam train journey on the Bure Valley Railway 

• Cruise on the broads aboard the Southern Comfort Mississippi 
Paddle Boat 

• Journey on the Bittern Line 

• Steam train journey on the Poppy Line &the Mid Norfolk Railway 

• Visit to Cromer 

• Entrance to Sandringham 


The Shakespeare Express, Severn 
Valley & Cotswolds Steam 

5 days from £449,13 July & 24 August 2017 

Price Includes 

• Four nights'half board accommodation 

• Coach transfers for our excursions 

• Steam train journey on the Severn Valley Railway 

• Entrance to Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge 

• Steam train journey in the Cotswolds 

• Visits to Bourton-on-the-Water & Broadway 

• Return journey on the Shakespeare Express steam train 

• Sightseeing cruise in Stratford-upon-Avon 


Call 03301344224 


Visitwww.diamondrailholidays.co.uk 


Operated by Diamond Rail Holidays. Prices are per person 
& based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. 
*Price Guarantee: Book by 23 June 2016 and you will not pay 
a penny more. 


#ABTA 

ABTA NO.W0552 
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UK CONTINENTAL COACH HOLIDAYS FROM THE SOUTH COAST 





Gth Mar - Valhenburg G day £343 
6th Mar - Gems of Lincolnshire 6 day £266 
Gth Mar - Central Scotland/Perth G day £330 
10th Mar - Royal Leamington Spa 4 day £280 
13th Mar - Cornish Gem 6 day £279 
13th Mar - South Wales/Tenby 6 day £263 
17th Mar - Mystery Tour 3 day £139 
20th Mar - Snowdonia 6 day £313 
20th Mar - Cheshire Countryside 6 day £329 
22nd Mar - Landlubbers Cruise 6 days £346 
2Gth Mar * Florimania at Hampton Court 1 day £38 
27th Mar - Delightful Devon G day £204 
27th Mar - Warner Thoresby Hall 6 day £369 
1st Apr - Cornwall & Scilly Isles G day £609 
3th Apr - Llandudno & Portmeirian 6 day £315 





■ tor 


BROCHURE! 


Contact 


FREE 


is 


ge la holidays 


an 


.co 


BOOKING OFFICE OPEN MON FRI9-5 & SAT 9-1 f U 




New Jewellery in stock 

Celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight with us 
and enjoy 20% off with this advert 
Valid 27 Feb to 11 march 

8A Wells Place, Eastleigh, S050 5PP 

\ 0238061 3894 

k Find us on Facebook: 

* s ho p e q ualitye as tlei gh 


■ SHOP 

EQUALITY 

A fantastic range of gifts and foods - fairly traded and ethically sourced. 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Home Choose Carpets 



se1jobs.com 


L 


If you can dream it, do it 

If you’re still dreaming about the job you wanted as a child, 
then rise and shine - go get it. 

Search the latest jobs in the South East at se1jobs.com 


The new home for jobs in the South East 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Stags' drop fears are 
almost forgotten now 



Nathaniel Sherborne is congratulated after putting AFC Totton ahead against Didcot. 



Alfy Whittingham, left, and Curtis Young, above right, in action against Didcot. Pictures by Stuart Martin. 


AFC TOTTON’s relegation 
fears are fast becoming a thing 
of the past. 

Charlie Gunson’s second-half 
winner made it six points out 
of the last six for the resurgent 
Stags who overcame Didcot Town 
2-1 in the Southern One South & 
West at the Testwood Stadium 
this afternoon, writes WENDY 
GEE . 

The first opening arrived on 
seven minutes when, following 
good work from Cherries loanee 
Curtis Young on the right, Nath¬ 
aniel Sherborne set his sights on 
the far bottom corner of the net. 

He curled the ball to perfection, 
but Leigh Bedwell clawed it away 
for a corner. 

Five minutes later the Stags’ 
pressure was rewarded as they 
got their noses in front. 

Young was involved again 
playing in overlapping full-back 
Connor York whose delivery 
ricocheted into Sherborne’s path 
and, amid the scramble, Didcot 
were penalised for hand ball. 

SHERBORNE stepped up to 
take the penalty and, although 
Bedwell parried it, the ball ran 
loose to the Totton No 9 who 
tucked it away. 

It is no exaggeration to say that 
1-0 could easily have been 3-0 
come the half-hour mark. 

Young’s driving run panicked 
the visitors and Alfy Whitting¬ 
ham almost capitalised with a 
shot just wide. 

Then York’s delivery from the 
right was met by Sherborne’s 
dangerous downward header 
which Bedwell managed to turn 
away for a corner. 

With Totton all over their Ox¬ 
fordshire guests Sherborne hit 
the outside of the post from a 
tight angle after Bedwell had 
charged out of his goal. 

Didcot’s only sniff of a chance 
to that point had been a 13th 
minute shot wide by Ben White- 
head and, when they pushed 
forward again on 32 minutes, 
Totton broke quickly with Young 
launching the ball over the top to 
Sherborne to drag a decent op¬ 
portunity wide. 

But what should have been a 
comfortable lead for the Stags 
disappeared on 36 minutes when 
Didcot equalised out of the blue. 

Finding himself in space to¬ 
wards the right corner of Tot- 
ton’s area George JEACOCK 
let fly with an angled drive that 
clipped the woodwork on its way 
in. 

In the 44th minute Adam Wilde 
crossed deep from the left for Tot¬ 
ton and Whittingham headed be¬ 
hind at the far post. Half-time: 

AFC TOTTON1 

DIDCOT TOWN 1 


Totton picked the tempo 
straight up again at the start of 
the second-half with Ian Oliver 
and Wilde each forcing corners. 

The Stags looked well worthy 
of a second goal which eventu¬ 
ally came on 56 minutes and was 
unsurprisingly manufactured 
down the right. 

York played in Young whose 
low cross worked its way across 
the six-yard box for Charlie GUN- 
SON to slot home. 

On 59 minutes the Stags with¬ 
drew Whittingham and intro¬ 
duced former Wimborne Town 


hotshot Mark Gamble, who has 
re-signed for the club after a long 
injury lay-off. 

But, with a strong breeze now 
at their backs, it was Didcot who 
went up through the gears, forc¬ 
ing a double save from Charlie 
Searle just after the hour. 

First the Totton keeper pushed 
over and awkward cross by 
Whitehead that held up in the 
wind and, from the subsequent 
corner, he safely claimed Stuart 
Cattell’s header. 

The opposing No 8s then had a 
chance apiece when Didcot’s ex- 
Saint Callum McNish fired wide 


from a corner before Gunson’s 
high finish did not match his 
neat footwork. 

Searle - making his last ap¬ 
pearance on loan from Havant & 
Waterlooville - made solid saves 
from McNish and Whitehead be¬ 
fore a mass shoving bout broke 
out as Didcot tried to retrieve the 
ball to take a quick corner. 

Three players were booked, in¬ 
cluding Totton’s Dave Allen. 

Totton had some serious de¬ 
fending to do in stoppage time, 
but they kept their heads and 
held strong for a richly deserved 
2-1 victory. 


Town turn 
on style 

Fareham Town turned on the style, 
sweeping aside Team Solent 3-1 to 
record a seventh successive 
Sydenhams Wessex League win at 
Test Park. 

They never looked back after 
CALLUM LAYCOCK headed them 
into a 12th minute lead. 

But for a heroic display by long 
serving Solent goalkeeper Lee 
Webber, Fareham would have won 
by a far wider margin, writes Mike 
Vimpany. 

Laycock rose unchallenged from 
a right-side free kick to give 
Fareham an early lead - the visitors 
going on to boss the first half, with 
Ash Tattersall dominating the 
midfield and Jay Ripiner and Simon 
Woods causing problems upfront. 

Two more goals in the opening six 
minutes of the second half sealed 
the fate of Team Solent, who offered 
little threat until the closing stages. 

WOODS made it 2-0 and soon 
after TATTERSALL bagged a third 
as Fareham marched on. 

The veteran Webber repeatedly 
denied Fareham, who ought to have 
at least doubled their lead before 
JESSE WALLER-LASSEN bend a 
free-kick round the visitors wall to 



Wayne Shaw 


give Solent a glimmer of hope. 

Luke Douglas saved well from 
substitute Tyrwell Mitford, but the 
goalkeeping accolades belonged to 
Webber, his opposite number. 

• Sutton had to put a defender in 
goal when number one Ross 
Worner picked up an injury against 
Torquay as Wayne Shaw’s exit 
meant they had no substitute 
keeper on the bench. 

United’s reserve goalkeeper and 
coach Shaw resigned amid a 
betting probe after the 46-year-old 
was seen eating a pasty on the 
bench during the second half of the 
televised FA Cup fifth-round defeat 
by Arsenal at Gander Green Lane 
on Monday night. 

Totton-based Shaw was shown on 
television tucking into the snack 
towards the end of the 2-0 loss, 
before admitting after the game he 
was aware that a bookmaker was 
offering odds on him to do so. 

Boss Paul Doswell was not able to 
name a specialist replacement for 
the "roly-poly goalie’ among the 
substitutes at Plainmoor. 

Worner was injured as he tried to 
save a long-range shot from Luke 
Young in the 14th minute, which 
bounced into the net. Simon 
Downer had to take over in goal - 
but Sutton still won 3-2. 
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Banda heroics as holders scrape through 


HOLDERS Team Solent scraped through 
to the semi-finals of the Sydenhams Wessex 
League Cup by the skin of their teeth against 
Tadley Calleva. 

The Students had goalkeeper Bradley Ban¬ 
da to thank as they booked a semi-final trip 
to Sholing with a 4-1 penalty shootout win 
against the Sydenhams One underdogs. 


Solent - seventh in the Sydenhams Premier 
- took the lead through Jim Orvis after just 
five minutes at Test Park. 

But Tadley hit back with ten minutes re¬ 
maining when James Tennant headed home 
Sam Hamilton’s corner. 

But for Banda’s heroics, a penalty shootout 
would not have been necessary. Tadley almost 


won it at the end of normal time when Brett 
Denham battled through one-on-one, but the 
Gibraltar under-19 international denied him 
with a crucial stop. 

Banda kept up the good work in the shootout, 
denying Shaun Dallimore and Hamilton. 
Sydenhams Wessex League Cup semi-finals: Baffins v Bashley or 
Shaftesbury (Feb 28), Sholing v Team Solent. 


Farrell hails the 
'complete' win 


By Wendy 


Gee 

l L l 



ASSISTANT manager Chris 
Farrell lauded Blackfield & Lang¬ 
ley’s 5-1 win at Team Solent last 
Saturday as “a complete perfor¬ 
mance.” 

But he stressed that the Wa- 
tersiders had “no margin for er¬ 
ror” if they were going to keep 
alive their faint hopes of reeling 
in Sydenhams Premier leaders 
Moneyfields. 

After watching Jamie White 
sink a hat-trick and Manny 
Soetan and Liam Robinson bag a 
goal apiece at Test Park, Farrell 
smiled: “It was as good as it gets 
away from home. It’s not often a 
whole side plays at its optimum. 

“People talk about winning per¬ 
sonal battles in football and we 
won them all. 

“It’s no exaggeration to say that 
we could have scored eight. 

“We came out of the blocks at a 
ferocious pace and rocked them 
back. 

“Manny Soetan’s put a 20-yard 
free-kick into the top corner for 
1-0 and then Jamie White’s had a 
header saved from two yards out 
and you wonder if that’s going to 
be a game changer. 

Dominated 

“But, two minutes later, Jamie 
was brought down for a penalty, 
which he scored, and we domi¬ 
nated. 

“We didn’t give (Solent’s star 
man) Jesse Waller-Lassen a sniff. 

“The pitch was a glue pot, but 
perhaps that suited us because 
we’ve got powerful players. 

“For the third goal Liam Robin¬ 
son’s left their centre-halves for 
dead and popped one into the cor¬ 
ner from 20 yards. 

“Jamie scored two more in the 
second half and Luke Winsper hit 
the post. 

“Solent got one back when Sam 
Poole was penalised for foul¬ 
ing Waller-Lassen, but we didn’t 


Jamie White 

think it was a penalty. The boys 
were disappointed because they 
wanted a clean sheet.” 

Some would say the result was 
sweet revenge for events at St 
Mary’s last April when the boot 
was squarely on the other foot. 

Blackfield were on the receiv¬ 
ing end of a hiding that night, 
thrashed 5-0 by the Southampton 
Solent University side in the final 
of the Southampton Senior Cup. 


But Farrell said: “That’s rub¬ 
bish. It’s not a case of revenge. 
This was about us winning a 
game we had to win to keep on 
Moneyfields’ shirt-tails. To get 
that result with Kane Daysh, Joey 
Byrne and Charlie Knight still 
missing made it even better. 

“Lots of players had their best 
performances of the season.” 

Moneyfields overcame the send¬ 
ing-off of Alex Shephard to beat 


Brockenhurst 2-1, but that game 
was played against the backdrop 
of talk that they might have 
points deducted. 

The Hampshire FA were this 
week investigating the possi¬ 
bility that Moneys played Ash 
Howes while under suspension 
last month. Howes, ironically, had 
recently been signed from Black¬ 
field and has since left Moneys for 
Horndean. 


Cherries 
give it up... 

AFC BOURNEMOUTH have 
surrendered home advantage to 
hotshots Hartley Wintney in the 
semi-finals of the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup. 

Stephen Purches’s Cherries 
under-21s will need to overcome 
the free-scoring Combined 
Counties League leaders if they 
are to progress to this season’s 
showcase final. 

The Bournemouth young guns 
will travel to Hartley’s Memorial 
Playing Fields headquarters on 
Tuesday, March 7 (7.30pm) to 
take on a team that has hit well 
over 100 league goals already 
this term. 

Last Saturday Hartley clocked 
up their 28th league win of 
2016/17, beating CB Hounslow 
United 2-0 away. 

Both goals came courtesy of 
ex-Saint Sam Argent - his first 
from the penalty spot and his 
second on the rebound after his 
initial effort had been saved. 

Basingstoke-based Argent, 

25, spent almost a decade at St 
Mary’s, having first joined Saints’ 
as an under-11. 

He had three years as a Saints 
pro, playing for the reserves in 
the same team as Alex Oxlade- 



Sam Argent 


Chamberlain and training under 
first-team bosses Alan Pardew 
and Nigel Adkins. 

But injuries scuppered his 
chances of a pro career and he 
was released on a free transfer in 
May 2011. 

He went on to play as a right- 
back for Conference National 
outfit Hayes & Yeading but, deep 
down, Argent always wanted to 
be a striker. 

That chance presented itself 
at Whitchurch United where 
he netted 21 goals in just 18 
appearances in their Sydenhams 
One promotion-winning campaign 
of 2012/13. 

So far this season the master 
marksman, who also captains 
Hartley Wintney, has banged 
in an impressive 41 in 33 
appearances. 

Hartley knocked out Southern 
One South & West outfit AFC 
Totton 3-1 to reach the last four 
of the Senior Cup, while the 
Cherries demolished Gosport 
Borough 6-0. 

The other semi-final - also on 
March 7 (7.45pm) sees Southern 
Premier League side Basingstoke 
Town host last season’s beaten 
finalists Winchester City of 
Division One South & West. 

Basingstoke overcame AFC 
Stoneham 2-0 in the quarter¬ 
finals, while City progressed with 
a 1-0 win at Sholing courtesy of a 
Howard Neighbour goal. 
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se1jobs.com 


502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton S017 3SP 
www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


Which?) 


Have your suite 
or favourite armchair 
re-upholstered to 
look and feel like NEW! 


Don’t just dream it, do it 

If you weren’t happy yesterday, try something different today. 
It’s time to go get the job you always 
dreamed of when you were growing up. 

Search the latest jobs in the South East 

at se1jobs.com 


The new home for jobs in the South East 


Visit our showroom 


02380 555888 



Which? 


Trusted trader 




- 51 


FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

including 

INTEREST FREE ’ 

BUY NOW PAY LATER 

ONLY £99 DEPOSIT 

Example 


Windows cash price = £2500.00 
Deposit = £99.00 


12 month deferred - £2401.00 
final payment +£29 Settlement Fee 


Total final payment = £2430.00 


can 023 8027 0606 Britannia 

Showroom: Hiltingbury Road, .... , 

Chandler's Ford S053 5SS WinQOWS 


WWW.britanniawindows.CO.uk Doors & Conservatories 



‘Caring for you’ 


• MOTABILITY AVAILABLE 

• USED EQUIPMENT BOUGHT 
AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


104 Ringwood Road, Walkford, Christchurch, BH23 5RF 
tel: 01425 270666 Finance arranged subject to status 

Call NOW Southampton 
023 8055 7777 
www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 




Lift and 

reclining chairs 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF WHEELCHAIRS 
AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


ml 
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SolutionsDental 


SAME DAY TEETH 

L'C^nsed Canine 


HIGHFIELD NEWS 
54 Highfield Lane, Southampton 

CO-OP 

109 Bassett Green Road 
Swaythling 


SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL 

ISAAC NEWSAGENTS 
37 Queens Way, Southampton 


S & E ANDERSON LTD 
83 Hiltingbury Road, 

Chandlers Ford 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENTS PLC 
la Market Street, 

Eastleigh 


McCOLLS 

71 Bedford Place, Southampton 

SWEETMARKET 

162 High Street, Southampton. 


ROMSEY 

CO-OP 

13 Seymour Parade 
N. Baddesley 

MARTINS 

11 The Cornmarket, Romsey 
NICWAT 

18 Warren Gardens 
Great Woodley Estate, Romsey 

ROMSEY ADVERTISER OFFICE 
21a Market Place, Romsey 


SOUTHAMPTON WEST 

THOMPSONS PREMIER 
172-176 Windermere Avenue 
Millbrook, Southampton 

PREMIER 
39 Irving Road 
Maybush, Southampton 

H & M NEWS MARKET 
109 Shirley High Street 
Shirley, Southampton 

CITY NEWS 

Park Street, Shirley, Southampton. 

PREMIER EXPRESS 
54 Romsey Road, Shirley 

TWYFORD NEWS 
33-35 Twyford Avenue 
Shirley, Southampton 


BOYATT NEWS 
Shakespeare Road 
Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh 

WHALESMEAD P.0 
166 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh 

SANDY NEWS 
54 Sandy Lane, Fair Oak 

NEWSMARKET 
High Street, Eastleigh 


HEDGE END & BOTLEY 

HEDGE END PO 
St Johns Centre 
Upper Northan Road 


WATERSIDE 

DIBDEN PURLIEU NEWS 
Beaulieu Road, Hythe 

ONE STOP 

6 Fairview Parade, Hythe 
CO-OP 

163 Long Lane, Holbury 

MARCHWOOD NEWS 
The Forge, Main Road, 
Marchwood. 

CO-OP 

Marchwood Village Centre 

BLACKFIELD NEWSAGENTS 
163 Hampton Lane, Blackfield 

COST CUTTER 
Netley View Post Office, 
Fawley Road, Hythe 


WINCHESTER 

SOUTHERN DAILY ECHO/ 
HAMPSHIRE CHRONICLE 
5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester 


Join us on our Discovery Days! Thursday 16th March 2017 


Tel: 01962 657 534 


SAVE THE POSTAGE BY USING 
OUR COLLECTION BOXES 

fa jfour mwlm W AND THE BALL w lffltoi \m W gl Ihs 
fafaws Wow. It It nan b m cities of fatal ftfim 

using iuse fats.llie tedSnt for ifa? toes is iQu. Tuesttf, 


SOUTHAMPTON NORTH 

McCOLLS 
19 Fleming Avenue 
North Baddesley 

CO-OP 

Nursling Street, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
14-15 Lordshill Centre 
Southampton 

NEWSMASTER 

The Broadway, Portswood 

Southampton 

ONE STOP 

361 Winchester Road, Southampton 


BITTERNE PREMIER 
415 Bitterne Road 
Bitterne Southampton 

CO-OP 

141 South East road 
Sholing, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
11 Victoria Road 
Woolston, Southampton 

RICHARD & LISA’s 
32 Queens View, Netley Abbey 

ONE STOP 

Portsmouth Road, Lowford 
CO-OP 

Portsmouth Road, Sholing. 


WILTON NEWS 
66 Wilton Road 
Shirley, Southampton 

BHAV CONVENIENCE 
St James Road 
Shirley 

SHAYONA 
36 Windrush Road 
Millbrook, Southampton 

HIGH STREET NEWS + PHOTOS 
11a Shirley High Street, Southampton 


EASTLEIGH & CHANDLERS FORD 

CO-OP 

Falkland Road 
Chandlers Ford 


S.N.A. 

1 The Broadway 
Witts Hill, Midanbury 


GOLDSMITHS 
41 Rumbridge Street 
Totton 


www.solutionsdentalcMnic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, Winchester S022 6RN 

Marcus Gambraudes, BDS GDC No. 7S063 * Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No. 10S662 
Eduard Galcfov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


SOUTHAMPTON EAST 

NEWSMARKET 
15 Thornhill Park Road 
Southampton 

BEST ONE 
75-77 Sholing Road 
Sholing, Southampton 


Fear of the dentist? 


Worried about your smile? 


ARROW NEWS 
1 Premier Parade 
Townhill Park, Southampton 

PREMIER 

237a Aldermoor road 
LORDSWOOD 

McCOLLS 

200 Burgess Road 

Southampton 


TOTTON AND CALMORE 

CO-OP 

219-221 Salisbury Road 
Testwood, Totton 

TESCO EXPRESS 
Nutshalling Close 
Calmore 

McCOLLS 

5 Longstoke Crescent 
Totton 


Sedation dentistry and Same Day Teeth have been developed for people who have a genuine fear 
or anxiety that prevents them from going to the dentist. Get the same day smile you want with his 
revolutionary technique that means we can provide a new arch of comfortable, natural-looking teeth - 
fixed in place using dental implants - in just one day, without your anxiety getting in the way. 


Sedation is delivered by our Consultant Anaesthetists and experienced Dentists, with patient safety and 
comfort our top priority. Relax and let the team take care of everything. 


Louise's Story 


I love my teeth, I cannot stop 
smiling and my confidence 
has now been restored in full. 


Susan's Story 


]‘ve had i fear of dentists sine* my tent. 
Hnivcwr, I knr-VL' I hnd .i problem and I find 
to fliad a sympathetic dentist. 

J wont for my First consultation with the 
Same Day Teeth team. I was very nervous 
hut they put me completely case. They 
understood my maj-oi fears., and 1 had all 
the information Iw the ^tjLution! they «JUld 
offer me. And to know that I was talking 
to the people lhat would make my teeth, 
as well as fit them, made it very easy tb 
communicate my Wishes. 


I have gone through all the stages and have 
ended up with my fabulous implant! and 
teeth fixed in place on the same day! 


I now enjoy going out with my 
family and friends and better 
still, I laugh! 

I was the woman who kept In the background, 
hiding myself awiiy Irnm propfe. I v-vi* ihc <?nc 
who talked to others with one hand across my 
IdWor Face, I aEwiyj fttt ttitarrawd wiing 
out so would make excuses and not go. I became 
introverted with very little confidence in myself, 
The Same Day Teeth team have put sunshine 
into my GvcTyday life. I was always afraid of the 
dentist because of a few horrendous treatments 
in my earlier days, This was ie different. They 
are not only completely professional. but gentle, 
kind and most importantly honest, enplaning 
ea-Lh treatment before the event. 


I cannot thank thorn enough, they have changed 
my life. 




DON'T MISS IT! 
SALE ENDS 28 th FEB 


SAVE £50% OFF 


FAREHAM, 166a Southampton 
Road, (next to Dunelm Mill) 
P0144QL Tel: 01489 571206 

EASTLEIGH, Parham Drive, 
Boyatt Wood, Industrial Estate, 


CARPETS, FLOORING, BEDS & BEDROOM 
FURNITURE REDUCED TO CLEAR! 


S0504NU. Tel: 02380 653600 

www.carpetsandbeds.com 
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Buckler has 
final word 

SAM Buckler had the last 
word in a 3-3 draw between 
New Milton Town and his 
new club Christchurch last 
Saturday - but not in the 
way he had intended. 

His own goal - the 
second of two Priory OGs 
- left honours even in a 
pulsating Sydenhams One 
derby at Hurn Bridge. 

Buckler has joined 
Christchurch on a 
temporary basis from 
Premier Division outfit 
Portland to get games 
under his belt after long¬ 
term injury. 

The defender suffered a 
broken leg in January last 
year and, with Portland 
in impressive form at 
present, his chances of 
first-team action for his 
‘parent’ club were limited. 

Portland boss Gary 
Bailey said: “He 
has transferred (to 
Christchurch), but we have 
an open agreement that I 
can transfer him back up 
until the transfer deadline 



Shane Sheridan 


at the end of March. 

“Ollie Cherrett 
(Christchurch manager) 
and I have an agreement 
that he will get some 
minutes with them up 
until that March deadline 
and we will then assess it.” 

Last weekend’s draw 
against fourth-placed 
Priory further enhanced 
Shane Sheridan’s chances 
of becoming New Milton’s 
permanent manager. 

The caretaker boss, 
who has also seen the 
Linnets take points off 
Sydenhams One high¬ 
fliers Shaftesbury and 
Baffins, smiled: “I’ve had 
four games, three of them 
against the top four, and 
we’re unbeaten, so I’m 
happy.” 

Chris Senior and 
Luke Stone had given 
Christchurch a 2-0 lead, 
halved by Dom Falco on 
the stroke of half-time. 

Senior’s own goal 
levelled things up before 
Stone struck again for 3-2. 

New boy Buckler turned 
Falco’s cross into his own 
net on 62 minutes. 

Sheridan concluded: “I 
probably would have taken 
a point before the game, 
but felt we were on top for 
most of it.” 


Donald: I know all 
this is my fault 


By Wendy 

Gee 



IT takes a big man to admit 
he got things catastrophically 
wrong. 

So how refreshing that, after yet 
another managerial meltdown 
at Eastleigh, chairman Stewart 
Donald held his hands up for put¬ 
ting fans through a “costly and 
unsettling period” that has left 
the Spitfires too close to the Na¬ 
tional League relegation zone for 
comfort. 

Having taken the tough decision 
to part company with rookie man¬ 
ager Chris Todd just four games 
into the season, Donald was con¬ 
vinced he had got the right man 
when Ronnie Moore - almost 
twice Todd’s age with experience 
to match - was appointed at the 
end of August. 

But after a strong start, results 
fizzled out for the former Tran- 
mere and Rotherham boss, and 
following back-to-back defeats 
at home to Chester and away to 
Maidstone, he left due to “person¬ 
al circumstances” after just three 
months at the helm. 

Donald did not hang around 
naming a successor. 

Just hours later he approached 
Barnet for Martin Allen (presum¬ 
ably breaking the bank in the 
process), a manager he had long 
admired. 

Attracted by Allen’s “title¬ 
winning success at Barnet and 
Gillingham and his track record 
of guiding teams to play-off po¬ 
sitions,” the Spitfires had surely 
got it right this time. 

How wrong could they be. 

Given a free rein to shake up 
the dressing room and mould the 
playing side of the club in his own 
image, Allen oversaw a drastic 
change of personnel during his 
84-day reign. 

The problem was, results were 
dreadful and, by his own admis¬ 
sion, performances at the Sil- 
verlake - where Allen failed to 
oversee a single win - were dull, 
unenjoyable and way short of the 
standard required. 

Allen’s decision to dispense 
with crowd favourites Jai Rea¬ 
son and Michael Green (who has 
since returned) alienated the fans 
and, as boos rang out around the 
Silverlake following Tuesday’s 
latest home flop against Maccles¬ 
field, you sensed the writing was 
on the wall for yet another man¬ 
ager. 



Stewart Donald 



Above (from left) - Chris Todd, Ronnie Moore and the returning Richard Hill. 


Sure enough, the announce¬ 
ment came through around mid¬ 
day on Wednesday that Allen’s 
contract had been terminated. 

As news of the sacking spread, 
words like “circus”, “shambles” 
and “revolving door” littered so¬ 
cial media. 

But chairman Donald was not 
too proud to take those criti¬ 
cisms on the chin. He publicly 
apologised for his failings and 
announced he would be turning 
to former boss Richard Hill to 


give the club some “much-needed 
guidance” as director of football/ 
caretaker manager. 

In a refreshingly candid state¬ 
ment, Donald said: “I can only 
unreservedly apologise for what 
I have put our fans, players and 
staff through this season. 

“I genuinely thought all deci¬ 
sions made were right at the 
time, but it is clear I have got this 
wrong. It has affected everyone’s 
enjoyment, none more than my¬ 
self. 


“I am hopeful that, by bringing 
Richard in, he will stabilise the 
club and then help push us on 
again. 

“He did a fantastic job last time. 
He would walk to the club to come 
back, he loves it so much, and this 
passion, coupled with his football 
knowledge, will help us get things 
right and be vital in ensuring we 
- or to be clearer and more accu¬ 
rate, me - don’t continue to make 
mistakes in such a fundamental 
area.” 
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Why we had to 
sack Martin Allen 



'We cannot 
be linked 
with down¬ 
ward spiral' 

By Wendy 

Gee 


EASTLEIGH chief executive 
Mark Jewell says the Spitfires 
were left with no alternative but 
to sack Martin Allen - even at the 
risk of the club being branded a 
“circus.” 

Allen - the National League out¬ 
fit’s third manager of the season - 
had his contract terminated with 
immediate effect on Wednesday 
after 14 league and cup games in 
charge. 

The 51-year-old lasted just 84 
days in the Silverlake hotseat 
having arrived at the start of De¬ 
cember just 24 hours after Ronnie 
Moore’s shock exit. 

Moore himself had spent only 
three months in the job after 
becoming a late August replace¬ 
ment for Chris Todd, who was 
dismissed four games into the 
campaign. 

For a club that was targeting 
promotion at the start of the sea¬ 
son, the managerial mayhem has 
been embarrassing, not to men¬ 
tion damaging, with Eastleigh 
slumping to 15th, just nine points 
clear of the drop zone. 

Results were catastrophic un- 


Mark Jewell. 

der former Barnet boss Allen who 
oversaw just two victories - in the 
FA Cup at Halifax and at Boreham 
Wood in the league. 

Some have branded the Spit¬ 


fires a laughing stock, but Jewell 
and chairman Stewart Donald 
will take that criticism squarely 
on the chin if it means doing the 
right thing. 


Allen’s last game in charge, 
Tuesday’s 1-0 defeat to Maccles¬ 
field, was their third home re¬ 
verse in the space of eight disas¬ 
trous days. 

And what really alarmed the 
Eastleigh hierarchy was that only 
2,345 fans turned out for a free ad¬ 
mission game. 

“For the same fixture previ¬ 
ously we’ve had over 4,000,” said 
Jewell. “To be 1,800 down in half- 
term week is a real worry and left 
us no choice. 

“In any other season with this 
run of results and the nature of 
the performances, there would 
have been no hesitation relieving 
the manager of his duties. 

“But this season, where we’ve 
already lost Chris and Ronnie, it’s 
deemed crazy and a circus down 
there. 

“But a relegation battle is some¬ 
thing we’ve never considered 
since we’ve been at this club and 
it’s becoming a real threat. 

“There are so many positives 
here - new facilities, cheap sea¬ 
son-tickets, community work 
etc. - we cannot be linked with a 
downward spiral. 

“Fans have been leaving early, 
reflecting the general feeling of 
the support base, and that for me 
is more concerning than being 
called an idiot for getting rid of so 
many managers.” 

Looking crestfallen after the 
Macclesfield loss, Allen admitted 
he wasn’t happy and publicly laid 
into his players for the first time. 

“We didn’t win enough headers, 
didn’t win enough tackles and 
didn’t have enough people com¬ 
peting. 

“I love the atmosphere here 
when the crowd get behind the 
players, but the players are not 
doing anything to lift them.” 



Kemp: This is for those who stayed loyal 



Jake Rawkins, left. 


THRILLED Graham Kemp 
dedicated Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins’ shock semi-final 
victory away at high-flying 
Moneyfields to “the lads that 
have been loyal and not jumped 
ship during a difficult period”. 

The head coach engineered 
a 3-1 win over the Sydenhams 
Wessex Premier leaders to book 
their place in the final of the 
Russell Cotes Cup, writes Joel 
Holt. 

And they did it after falling 
behind at Dover Road on Tuesday 
night. 


Conor Bailey gave the hosts an 
early lead, but Bemerton hit back 
through Sam Griffin and former 
AFC Totton young guns Jake 
Rawkins and Jake Burgess. 

The victory ended a rotten 
run of five straight defeats in 
February. 

Credit 

“The players deserve all the 
credit,” beamed Kemp. 

“We had 11 fit men in the 
squad. It’s a reward for the lads 
that have been loyal and not 


jumped ship during a difficult 
period. 

“We have beaten Moneyfields 
away twice now this season and 
deserved both of the victories. 

“Hopefully we can start picking 
up some points now. I’m really 
pleased for the club in what has 
been a difficult season.” 

Bemerton will face either AFC 
Portchester or Gosport Borough 
in the final. 

Those two will square up at 
Portchester’s Blanchard Wells 
Stadium on Tuesday (February 
28, 7.45pm). 


'Mistakes 
have been 
made-but 
with best 
intentions' 


Eastleigh club statement 
following the sacking of 
Martin Allen: 

“At the start of this season 
Eastleigh FC had high hopes 
of challenging for promotion. 

Clearly there has been far 
too much change for this to be 
achieved and the managerial 
changes have not had the 
desired effect. 

“This is solely the fault of 
the chairman who would like 
to apologise to all our loyal 
fans who deserve much better. 

“Mistakes have been 
made, albeit with the best of 
intentions. However it has 
been a costly and unsettling 
period which has seen the 
club unfortunately struggle 
rather than build on previous 
progress. 



Martin Allen 


“With this in mind it is 
important the decision made 
regarding a replacement 
manager is considered and 
thorough. 

“The club need more 
football expertise to ensure 
we give ourselves the best 
chance of future success and 
progression. 

“Therefore the club have 
appointed previous manager 
Richard Hill with immediate 
effect to assist and give the 
club much-needed guidance. 

“Richard will join as director 
of football. In the short term 
he will take charge of the 
team, assisted by Craig 
McAllister, Ben Strevens and 
Lee Peacock. 

“He will add the relevant 
experience and manage the 
team through this next period. 

“In the longer term Richard 
will evaluate and manage all 
footballing aspects of the 
club including selecting a 
replacement manager. 

“Richard is obviously well- 
known to our fans and has 
huge affection for the club 
and it is vital that we have 
someone of Richard’s calibre 
and expertise to help us with 
the decisions.” 
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At least there's good 
news OFF the pitch! 


IT’S been a tough time on the pitch 
for Eastleigh lately, but things are 
rapidly developing off it. 

The new two-story clubhouse at the 
‘Shed’ end of the Silverlake Stadium 
is on course for completion before 
the end of the season. 

The £1 million-plus building, which 
will provide the club with, among 
other things, improved matchday fa¬ 
cilities, office space, scholars’ class¬ 
room and safety officers’ control 
room, is expected to open prior to 
the last home game of the National 
League season against Wrexham on 
Saturday, April 29. 

On course 

Chairman Stewart Donald report¬ 
ed: “The new building is coming 
together and everything looks on 
course for an April completion. 

“Everyone is working extremely 
hard to ensure we are in a position to 
open before the last home game to en¬ 
able us to showcase what will be on 
offer for next season. 

“Even with our current facilities, 
there has been an upturn in demand 


By Wendy 

Gee 



for matchday hospitality and we are 
extremely pleased that this will in¬ 
crease further as we look to enhance 
the experience for everyone. 

“There are likely to be further 
planning applications submitted to 
the council in the next few weeks as 
we look to enhance the facilities fur¬ 
ther.” 

Welcoming the Silverlake’s latest 
addition, Eastleigh CEO Mark Jewell 
said: “This will tidy up our facilities 
and improve the matchday experi¬ 
ence, not just for the fans but for the 
safety officers and all the people who 
currently work out of portable build¬ 
ings. 

“Even simple things like wi-fi will 
be improved. We need a proper busi¬ 
ness facility. 

“We want to bring everything to¬ 
gether and create a permanent struc¬ 
ture to be proud of so that when we 
get TV cameras here, it will feel like a 
proper football club rather than one 


that’s just come out of the lower ech¬ 
elons. 

“The new building has already 
brought in several new companies 
who are keen to sponsor us and I in¬ 
tend to bring these to fans’ attention 
as we progress towards the end of 
the season.” 

Jewell also reported that he had 
had a “very positive and progressive 
meeting” with Eastleigh Borough 
Council’s planning and highways 
department to improve access in and 
out of the Silverlake and to change 
the look of the site over the coming 
months and years. 

Functional 

Jewell said: “We are looking to 
phase the developments in one at a 
time so as not to create too much dis¬ 
ruption to the general operation of 
the new facilities going forward. 

“It is all very positive on this front 
and I am confident that we can de¬ 
liver to the fans and the local com¬ 
munity a facility here that everyone 
will be proud of and is hugely more 
functional than it is currently.” 



Artist's impression (top of page and above) of Eastleigh's new clubhouse. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 25,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I ItliCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I 1 II II I • 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V Dnzfi.1. ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ i fl 10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number S08 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
C Johns, Poole, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


C Baker 

Southampton, Hants 

P Irish 

Romsey, Hants 

R Beavis 

Eastleigh, Hants 

1 Keegan 

Southampton, Hants 

M Balston 

Gosport, Hants 

K Knight 

Southampton, Hants 

J Burt 

Southampton, Hants 

B Lowe 

Eastleigh, Hants 

B Chapman 

Southampton, Hants 

KMurtagh 

Southampton, Hants 

A Cole 

Southampton, Hants 

PNott 

Southampton, Hants 

F Dunn 

Holbury, Hants 

M Reid 

Totton, Hants 

D Feher 

Southampton, Hants 

CSinnett 

Southampton, Hants 

J Franklin 

Southampton, Hants 

V Smith 

Southampton, Hants 

E Flouston 

Southampton, Hants 

C Young 

Southampton, Hants 
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accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
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be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 



competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 
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Italian woe 
in midlands 

This is not a good time to be an 
Italian manager at a midlands 
football club. 

The dismissal of Claudio Ranieri 
by Leicester made him the third 
Italian from the region to lose his 
job this season, with Birmingham 
boss Gianfranco Zola also under 
pressure after a dreadful start to 
his reign at St Andrew’s. 

Former Manchester City boss 
Roberto Mancini is reportedly not 
interested in taking over Leicester, 
and after looking at the difficulties 
faced by his compatriots below, 
who could blame him? 


ROBERTO Dl 
MATTEO - 
ASTON VILLA 


RECORD: P 12 W 1 D 7 L 4 

A former Champions League¬ 
winning manager with Chelsea, 

Di Matteo was given the task of 
turning around the mess at Villa 
Park. He found life tough in this 
role and he won just once before 
being axed at the start of October, 
only 124 days after assuming the 
post. 

WALTER ZENGA - 
WOLVES 


RECORD: P17W6D4L7 

It was a huge surprise when 
Wolves’ ambitious new Chinese 
owners opted to replace Kenny 
Jackett with the former Italy 
goalkeeper when they arrived in 
the summer. It started so well for 



Claudio Ranieri 


‘The Zenga Boys’ as they opened 
the new campaign with a six-game 
unbeaten streak but after just two 
wins in the next 11, Zenga was 
gone just 87 days on from his 
appointment. 

CLAUDIO RANIERI - 
LEICESTER 

RECORD: P 37 W 11 D 8 L 18 

Having led the Foxes to the 
most unlikely of title triumphs last 
season, Ranieri started his second 
season with plenty of goodwill as 
he led them into the Champions 
League. A drop-off was expected 
but seeing the club struggling 
near the drop-zone prompted 
the owners to make the shock 
decision to part ways with Ranieri. 

GIANFRANCO ZOLA 
- BIRMINGHAM 


RECORD: P14W1 D4L9 

It was every bit as surprising 
when Birmingham axed Gary 
Rowett in favour of ex-Chelsea 
forward Zola back in December. 
Having worked on a limited 
budget, Rowett had guided Blues 
to two top-half finishes and they 
were seventh when he departed. 
In 14 games since, Zola has won 
just a solitary encounter and is 
skating on thin ice. 
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Wembley hero sent off on milestone night 



Marvin McLean 


MARVIN McLEAN marked 
his 550th Sholing appearance 
on Tuesday with a 1-0 Syden- 
hams Premier Division win 
over Amesbury Town. 

But not everything went to 
plan for the long-serving wide- 
man on a frustrating evening at 
the Universal Stadium. 

Made captain for the night in 
place of rested skipper Byron 
Mason, McLean picked up a 
yellow card for dissent follow¬ 
ing a foul by Jamie Bulpitt as 
Sholing were unable to find a 
first-half breakthrough against 
the massed ranks of Town de¬ 
fenders. 

They had been awarded a 
penalty when Zac Mouland was 
sent tumbling by Tom Wheeler 
on the half-hour mark, but the 


normally deadly Dan Mason 
- scorer of 36 goals this term - 
had his spot kick palmed away 
by keeper Paddy Creese. 

On 68 minutes McLean’s mile¬ 
stone appearance was prema¬ 
turely ended when he was on 
the end of a heavy challenge 
and replaced by Byron Mason. 

Second yellow 

Three minutes later Wheeler 
saw red for Amesbury, picking 
up a second yellow card to add 
to the one collected for his part 
in the penalty incident. 

With Creese defiantly saving 
shot after shot, it looked as if 
the visitors would hang on for 
a point. 

But there was relief all round 
for the Boatmen as they finally 


broke the ten men’s spirited 
resistance with an 89th-minute 
winner - TJ Cuthbert’s low 
cross finding Owen Roundell 
who swept the ball home at the 
far post. 

The win moved Sholing up to 
second in the table, nine points 
behind leaders Moneyfields 
who may yet be docked points 
if found guilty of fielding an 
ineligible player. 

Along with the Mason broth¬ 
ers, home-grown talent McLean 
has been instrumental in all 
Sholing’s success over the 
years. 

His finest moment came at 
Wembley three years ago when 
his 71st-minute winner sealed a 
1-0 win over West Auckland in 
the FA Vase final. 


Injury agony for 
Eastleigh's Childs 



By Wendy 

Gee 


ROOKIE goalkeeper Mark 
Childs made a big impression 
when he was thrown into back- 
to-back National League games 
against Boreham Wood over the 
festive period. 

But a cruel injury blow means 
he won’t get the chance of an¬ 
other Eastleigh first-team appear¬ 
ance any time soon. 

The 20-year-old is currently hob¬ 
bling around on crutches after 
being stretchered off earlier this 
month with a dislocated knee. 

It came just 22 minutes into his 
home debut for National League 
South outfit Gosport Borough, 
where he had been sent out on 
loan, along with full-back/mid- 
fielder Jack Master ton, for the 
remainder of the season. 

The young Spitfires stopper fell 
awkwardly after preventing Dart- 
ford captain Elliot Bradbook from 
scoring and was in obvious pain. 

He was stretchered off and tak¬ 
en to hospital by ambulance after 
being assessed by both the Gos¬ 
port and Dartford medical staff. 

Reliving that painful moment 
at Aerial Direct Stadium, Childs 
said: “I slipped and it felt like my 
knee went in. I heard it crack. 

“I’ve never had anything like 
this before. I can’t use the leg. 

“I don’t know how long it’s go¬ 
ing to keep me out for. It all de- 


Mark Childs (photo by Tony Smith). 

pends whether I’ve done the liga¬ 
ments or not.” 

Childs, who hails from Bourne¬ 
mouth, earned England under-18 
schoolboy honours while on the 
Southampton FC Second Chance 
Programme at the Sparsholt Foot¬ 
ball Academy. 

Now a full-time pro at Eastleigh, 
he will be looking to get back on 


the first-team radar once he is 
fully fit again. 

He earned plaudits from both 
departed boss Martin Allen and 
goalkeeper/goalkeeping coach 
Graham Stack for two top-notch 
performances against Boreham 
Wood. 

That was no mean feat consider¬ 
ing he had only just returned to 


action having had his appendix 
out at the start of December. 

“I had the operation the week 
the gaffer (Allen) came into the 
club. Then, four weeks later, he 
threw me in for my debut,” he 
smiled. 

“Now I’ve got this knee injury 
to get over, but the good thing is 
that I’ve only just turned 20, so 
I’m still young.” 

Gosport’s goalkeeping curse 
continued last weekend when 
they had Dan Thomas red-carded 
in the ‘battle of the Boroughs’ at 
Eastbourne. 

Alex Pike’s relegation fighters 
had coped well on Eastbourne’s 
3G surface, hitting the woodwork 
twice in the first half. 

But after Elliott Romain had 
plunged them into early second- 
half arrears, Thomas - formerly 
of AFC Bournemouth, AFC Tot- 
ton (loan), Havant, Poole and 
Weymouth - took out Nathaniel 
Pinney with a wild one-on-one 
challenge and immediately saw 
red. 

Pinney converted the resulting 
penalty for Tommy Widdring- 
ton’s men, leaving Gosport star¬ 
ing down the barrel of another 
defeat. 

Gosport handed new loan goal¬ 
keeper Jon Miles, from Ebbsfleet 
United, his debut in Tuesday’s 
basement battle at Truro and that 
too ended badly. 

Miles gave away a tenth-minute 
penalty from which Tyler Harvey 
hit the first of a brace that sen¬ 
tenced Borough to a 2-0 defeat. 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Strugglers catch the Portland backlash 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Monday, February 27 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Hitchin v Dorchester. 



Gary Bailey 


VERWOOD Town were the un¬ 
fortunate victims as Portland 
United took out their Sydenhams 
Premier frustrations on the divi¬ 
sion’s back markers on Tuesday. 

Portland had been itching to 
play again after having their two 
previous fixtures postponed. 

Their home clash against Team 
Solent was called off due to a wa¬ 
terlogged pitch and United were 
incensed last Saturday when 
Amesbury Town cried off, unable 
to raise a team. 

Verwood caught the midweek 
backlash as Portland swept past 
them 3-0 at Grove Corner ,with 
goals from Darren Watts (2) and 
Ed Bastick, to stay fourth. 

Speaking ahead of that game, 


manager Gary Bailey said: “Hav¬ 
ing this unfortunate two-game 
blip has not come at a good time 
for us, so it’s important we main¬ 
tain the momentum we have built 
up.” 

Although there was nothing 
Portland could have done about 
the Team Solent postponement, 
Bailey was unimpressed with 
Amesbury’s no-show. 

He sighed: “If it’s the weather 
you can accept it because it’s out 
of anyone’s control, but for it to 
be called off for those reasons is 
bitterly disappointing.” 

“With everything you have to 
go through to make the grade at 
this level, you just don’t expect 
that this is the sort of thing that 


can call games off.” 

Following the acrimonious de¬ 
parture of Jim Macey, Amesbury 
are now under the leadership of 
young player-boss Adam Pearson. 

They mustered a team to travel 
to Sholing on Tuesday, but had to 
change their line-up 20 minutes 
before kick-off because Kean 
Greening did not turn up. It left 
them with just one player on the 
bench. 

To add to Amesbury’s woes, 
they had Tom Wheeler sent off 
for a second bookable offence. 

Yet still it took high-flying 
Sholing 89 minutes to break 
them down when Owen Roundell 
pounced for the winner. 


Salisbury the best 
side we've played 


By Wendy 

Gee 



SWINDON Supermarine boss 
Dave Webb reckons Salisbury are 
the best side in the Southern One 
South & West. 

He reached that conclusion after 
watching seventh-placed Marine 
torpedoed 6-1 in last weekend’s 
Wiltshire derby at the Webbs 
Wood Stadium - the Whites’ big¬ 
gest win of the season. 

Swindon had led after 11 min¬ 
utes through Brad Hooper’s 
strike, but Steve Claridge’s Salis¬ 
bury hit back through Brian Dut¬ 
ton - his first goal since returning 
to the Ray Mac - and Justin Ben¬ 
nett to lead 2-1 at half-time. 

Salisbury ran riot after the 
break through Tom Whelan, Tau- 
rean Roberts and a brace from 
Sutton United loanee and ex-Ot- 
terbourne striker Tommy Wright. 

The win cemented their posi¬ 
tion in the play-off zone, albeit 
that it left the fifth-placed Whites 
a massive 24 points behind runa¬ 
way league leaders Hereford. 

But, on current form, Webb 
believes Claridge’s men are the 
cream of the South & West crop 
- and he doesn’t fancy anyone’s 
chances of beating them in the 
play-offs. 

Supermarine had lost just one 
in ten games prior to last Satur¬ 
day, but their manager admitted 
they were totally outclassed. 

“It was a very difficult day for 
us and I knew it was going to be,” 
he said. “Salisbury are on a fan¬ 
tastic run and have got quality 



Tommy Wright 


players all through the side and 
they showed their class. 

“They showed that if you are a 
non-League player and you train 
twice a week and turn up on a 
Saturday and play, that’s the level 
you have got to try to achieve if 


you are going to be successful. 

“If they continue to play like 
that, I wouldn’t want to be an¬ 
other side in the top five when the 
play-offs come around and have to 
play them because, for me, they 
are the best side. 


“Hereford were very good but 
Salisbury were as good, if not 
slightly better. 

“We weren’t at the level it takes 
to compete with them and that’s 
the one thing my players have to 
take from the game 

“Salisbury are a very good side 
with an experienced manager and 
some very experienced players. 

“They probably found the step- 
up from the Wessex League, which 
is a vastly inferior league to ours, 
a little hard to get used to at first, 
but now they will have ambitions 
of finishing in the play-offs and 
then winning them.” 

Semi finals 

• A ROTATED Salisbury side 
reached the semi-finals of the 
Salisbury Hospital Cup with a 3-0 
victory over Andover New Street. 

Three second-half goals were 
enough to see off the Sydenhams 
Division One strugglers. 

The Whites had second-choice 
goalkeeper Nathan Ball to thank 
for a penalty save with the score¬ 
line still goalless and found them¬ 
selves with a numerical advan¬ 
tage when ANS’s Jazz Beavis was 
sent off early in the second half. 

Nathan Connelly netted the 
opener on 65 minutes before 
Christos Papakinstantinou dou¬ 
bled Salisbury’s lead. 

Claudio Herbert added a third 
late on to complete the job on a 
night when central defender Cal- 
lum Hart made his return from a 
long-term shoulder injury. 

Steve Claridge’s Whites will 
host Sydenhams Wessex Premier 
side Amesbury Town in the last 
four on Tuesday, April 11 (7.45pm). 


Tuesday, February 28 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Bromley v Braintree, Dagenham & 
Redbridge v Maidstone, Eastleigh v 
Aldershot, Guiseley v Barrow, Lincoln v 
York, Macclesfield v Gateshead, Solihull 
v Torquay, Sutton v Boreham Wood, 
Tranmere v Forest Green, Woking v Dover. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Margate v Chelmsford, St Albans v 
Wealdstone, Welling v Dartford. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Basingstoke v 
Dunstable, Cinderford v Frome, Hayes 
& Yeading v Cinderford, Leamington v 
Chesham. 

Division One South & West: Bishops 
Cleeve v Larkhall, Didcot v Shortwood, 
North Leigh v Yate, Paulton v Barnstaple, 
Salisbury v Bridgwater, Taunton v Wantage, 
Winchester City v Bideford. 

Southern League Challenge Cup, semi¬ 
final: Hayes & Yeading v Salisbury. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bemerton HH v 
Fareham, Bournemouth Poppies v Andover 
Town, Lymington Town v Horndean, 
Moneyfields v Cowes Sports. 

Sydenhams League Cup, quarter-final: 
Bashley v Shaftesbury. 

Division One: Fleet Spurs v Romsey, 
Follands v Alton, Hamble Club v 
Christchurch, Laverstock & Ford v AFC 
Stoneham, Tadley Calleva v Baffins MR, 
Totton & Eling v US Portsmouth. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Semi-final: AFC Portchester v Gosport 
Borough. 

DORSET SENIOR CUP 

Semi-final: Weymouth v Wimborne Town. 

Wednesday, March 1 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Whitehawk v Hemel Hempstead. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division One South & West: Slimbridge 
v Tiverton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Verwood v Blackfield 
& Langley. 

Division One: East Cowes Vies v Hythe 
& Dibden. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Semi-final: Hamble Club Res v Team 
Solent. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

PEHPL Combinaiton Cup, semi-final: 
Bush Hill Res v Winchester Castle Res (at 
Romsey Town FC, 7.45) 

Friday, March 3 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Chester v Tranmere (BT Sport, 7.45). 

Saturday, March 4 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Lincoln, Barrow v Sutton, 
Boreham Wood v Bromley, Braintree 
v Wrexham, Dover v Solihull Moors, 

Forest Green v Macclesfield, Gateshead 
v Dagenham & Redbridge, Maidstone 
v Southport, North Ferriby v Woking, 
Torquay v Guiseley, York v Eastleigh. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Concord v Margate, Dartford v Bath 
City, Eastbourne Borough v Truro, 

Ebbsfleet v East Thurrock, Hemel 
Hempstead v Chelmsford, Maidenhead v 
Hampton & Richmond, Poole v Hungerford, 
St Albans v Bishops Stortford, Wealdstone 
v Gosport Borough, Weston-super-Mare v 
Oxford City, Whitehawk v Welling. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade 
v Merthyr, Chesham v Cinderford, 
Chippenham v Dunstable, Cirencester 
v Hayes & Yeading, Frome v Banbury, 

Kings Lynn v Stratford, Kings Langley 
v Cambridge City, Leamington v St 
Neots, Redditch v Dorchester, Slough v 
Basingstoke, St Ives v Hitchin, Weymouth 
v Kettering. 

Division One South & West: Barnstaple 
v Salisbury, Didcot v Hereford, Larkhall v 
Evesham, Paulton v Bideford, Shortwood 
v Mangotsfield, Slimbridge v AFC Totton, 
Swindon Supermarine v Bridgwater, 
Tiverton v North Leigh, Wimborne v 
Wantage, Winchester City v Taunton, Yate 
v Bishops Cleeve. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Aolresford v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Amesbury v 
Blackfield & Langley, Andover Town v 
Verwood, Bemerton HH v Bashley, Cowes 
Sports v Whitchurch, Fareham v Fawley, 
Newport loW v Brockenhurst, Portland v 
Horndean, Sholing v Moneyfields, Team 
Solent v Lymington. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v Alton, 
Andover NS v Hamble Club, Baffins MR v 
Laverstock & Ford, Christchurch v Hythe 
& Dibden, Downton v Weymouth Res, East 
Cowes Vies v New Milton, Pewsey Vale v 
Follands, Shaftesbury v Ringwood, Tadley 
Calleva v Fleet Spurs, US Portsmouth v 
Romsey Town. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Colden Common 
v Bush Hill, Fleetlands v Stockbridge, 
Hayling Utd v Hedge End Rangers, 

Overton v Clanfield, Paulsgrove v Liphook, 
OK Southampton v Infinity, Winchester 
Castle v Liss Athletic. 

Division One: Four Marks v Upham, 
Headley v AFC Petersfield, Netley Central v 
Lyndhurst, South Wonston Swifts v Sway. 

Combination: Bush Hill v Paulsgrove, 
Clanfield v Four Marks, Liphook v Headley, 
Michelmersh & Tims v Winchester Castle, 
Overton v Hedge End Rangers. 

HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Semi-final: Locks Heath v Shanklin. 







38 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, February 25,2017 





Here’s an Emmerdale experience that’s not to be missed. As well as enjoying 
Emmerdale The Tour, a guided walking tour of the outdoor filming set, you’ll also 
visit the brand new Emmerdale Studio Experience taking you behind the scenes. 
Highlights & inclusions 

• Visit to ‘Emmerdale Studio 
Experience’ with guided tour 

• Visit to ‘Emmerdale The Tour’ filming- 
set with 90-minute guided tour 

• Visit to the ‘Woolpack’ pub in Esholt 

• One night’s three-star standard 


half-board hotel accommodation 
within 45 minutes by coach from the 
Leeds/Bradford area 
Coach travel from the local area 
Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


call 0330 160 7751 fics 

visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs20090 


I These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


LORDSHILL 

DENTAL PARTNERSHIP 


The Emmerdale Studio 
Experience & Tour 

Lights! Camera! Action! 

2 days from £175.00,17 June & 12 August 2017 


emailinfo@advancedentalhealth.co.uk www.advancedentalhealth.co.uk 

VISIT US AT LORDSHILL DENTAL SURGERY, LORDSHILL 
DISTRICT, LORDSHILL, SOUTHAMPTON, S016 8HY 


Dally Echo 


Reader L 

nffor Newmarket 

UII til Holidays 


WE ARE TAKING ON NEW NHS PATIENTS 


BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW 
BY GALLING 02380 738916 or 


Make a difference - join Dorset Healthcare 


Ever thought about working for the NHS? 

Or maybe you already work in the health sector, and want to take your career in a 
new direction? 

You may not have heard of Dorset Healthcare. But you, or people you know, could 
well have used one of our 12 community hospitals. Your family may have been 
helped by our health visiting service, district nurses or occupational therapists. 


Like all parts of the NHS, we desperately need nurses, therapists and healthcare 
workers. 

But caring for people involves lots of different elements. If you have experience in 
finance, IT, estate management, catering, housekeeping, business admin and other 
professions, you can provide the invaluable support our frontline clinical staff need. 

Go to www.joindhc.co.uk for more details. 


You may know someone who has received vital support for addiction, chronic pain, 
brain injury or mental illness, or who was given precious end of life care. 

Dorset Healthcare employs more than 5,500 staff, all focused on making lives better. 
We care for people when they are unwell, support their recovery and give them the 
knowledge and confidence to stay as healthy as possible. 

It's a challenging task, but very rewarding. And you can help people in a surprising 
variety of ways. 


You can meet some of our staff and find out more about working for Dorset 
Healthcare during an open day at Bournemouth University's Executive Business 
Centre, on Holdenhurst Road, from 9am-4.30pm on Saturday, 18 March. A variety 
of services, clinical and non-clinical, will be represented. Please come along and 
learn more about the opportunities we have available. 



Make a move, make a difference - join Dorset Healthcare. www.joindhc.co.uk/Careers #j©imdi* 
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INDULGE & 
UNWIND. FROM 
£29.99 ONE WAY 


Fly from Southampton to Jersey and make 
more time for you in 2017, with a luxury 
spa experience in Jersey. 

Book now at flybe.com 


In partnership with 


J 


Jersey 





The fastest way. f |« f 

from A to I lyUCa 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 



Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 

.... 



‘Fares are one way including taxes and charges, only available on Flybe.com, subject to availability. Available for travel until 28.10.17. Route operated by Flybe and Blue Islands. Route information 
correct at time of going to print. No debit card fees apply. Bookings made by credit card will incur a fee of 3% of the total transaction value, with a minimum charge of £5.00 per booking. 


We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter Air 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be 
paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax¬ 
able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 







5 

Swansea. 



1 

Fabregas 19 









Llorente 45 

Pedro 72 






















HT 1-1 











Crystal P. 





....1 

1 

Middlesbro.. 


.0 

Van Aanholt 34 










HT 1-0 









Att 25,416 

Everton... 







Sunderlnd... 


.0 

Gana 40 
Lukaku 80 











HT 1-0 









Att 39,595 

Hull. 







1 Burntev 


.1 












Huddlestone 72 pen 







Keane 76 

HT 0-0 









Att 20,156 

SAINTS... 





...F 


Arsenal... 



.P 

Postponed -1 

lue to the EFL Cup. 






Watford... 





....L 


West Ham. 


.L 

HT L-L 











W.B.A. 







AFC Bournemouth 1 

Dawson 10 









King 5 pen 

McAuley 22 











HT 2-1 









Att 24,162 




HOME 


AWAY 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Chelsea 

26 12 

0 

1 

36 

8 

8 3 

2 

19 

11 63 

Man City 

25 

7 

4 

1 

23 

13 

9 0 

4 

28 

16 52 

Tottenham 

25 10 

2 

0 

26 

5 

4 6 

3 

20 

13 50 

Arsenal 

25 

9 

2 

2 

26 

13 

6 3 

3 

28 

15 50 

Liverpool 

25 

8 

3 

1 

31 

11 

6 4 

3 

23 

19 49 

Man Utd 

25 

6 

6 

1 

19 

9 

7 3 

2 

19 

12 48 

Everton 

26 

8 

4 

1 

27 

10 

4 4 

5 

15 

17 44 

W.B.A. 

26 

8 

2 

3 

24 

15 

3 5 

5 

12 

17 40 

Stoke 

25 

5 

5 

3 

16 

15 

3 3 

6 

14 

21 32 

West Ham 

25 

5 

3 

5 

14 

22 

4 2 

6 

20 

21 32 

Burnley 

26 

9 

2 

3 

22 

12 

0 2 

10 

6 

25 31 

SAINTS 

25 

5 

3 

4 

14 

14 

3 3 

7 

14 

17 30 

Watford 

25 

5 

3 

4 

17 

18 

3 3 

7 

12 

24 30 

Bournemouth26 

5 

3 

5 

21 

21 

2 2 

9 

15 

30 26 

Swansea 

26 

4 

2 

7 

18 

28 

3 1 

9 

14 

29 24 

Middlesbro 

26 

3 

4 

6 

11 

14 

1 6 

6 

8 

14 22 

Crystal P 

26 

3 

1 

9 

14 

20 

3 3 

7 

19 

26 22 

Leicester 

25 

5 

3 

4 

16 

16 

0 3 

10 

8 

27 21 

Hull 

26 

4 

4 

5 

17 

22 

1 2 

10 

6 

28 21 

Sunderlnd 

26 

3 

3 

7 

14 

24 

2 1 

10 

10 

24 19 

SkyBet Championship 

A. Villa. 





....1 

1 

Derby Cty. 


.0 

Chester 25 











HT 1-0 









Att 30,935 

Barnsley. 





....1 

1 

Huddersfld.. 


.1 

Watkins 75 










Hefele 18 

HT 0-1 









Att 18,075 

Brentford 






\ 

Rotherham.. 


.2 

Jota 13,90 pen,90 









Belaid 67 

Yennaris 78 
HT 1-0 










Forde 87 

Brighton.. 





.1 


Reading.. 



.L 

HT L-L 

Cardiff. 







Fulham... 



.2 

Zohore 24,56 









Johansen 17 










Kebano 68 

HT 1-1 









Att 15,656 

Leeds Utd. 




....1 

1 

Sheff Wed. 


.0 

Wood 24 

HT 1-0 









/ 

ttt 35,093 

Newcastle. 






Bristol C. 



.2 

Smith 59 og 









Wilbraham 11 

Clark 82 









Cotterill 21 

HT 0-2 









Att 52,131 

Preston North End. 




Q.P.R. 



.1 

McGeady 45 









LuaLua 36 

Hugill 71 











HT 1-1 









Att 10,848 

Wigan. 





....( 

) 

Nottm For. 


.0 

HT 0-0 









Att 11,254 




HOME 


AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Newcastle 

33 

11 

2 

4 

37 

17 

11 2 

3 

27 

10 70 

Brighton 

32 12 

3 

1 

33 

9 

8 5 

3 

21 

17 68 

Huddersfld 

33 12 

2 

2 

25 

13 

8 3 

6 

19 

23 65 

Leeds Utd 

34 12 

2 

4 

24 

12 

7 2 

7 

22 

22 61 

Reading 

33 11 

4 

2 

26 

13 

7 2 

7 

21 

29 60 

Sheff Wed 

34 11 

1 

_ 4 

24 

.14. 

6 6 

.6 

18 

19 58 

Fulham 

33 

7 

5 

4 

31 

22 

7 6 

4 

25 

17 53 

Preston 

34 

9 

4 

5 

29 

21 

5 6 

5 

17 

20 52 

Norwich 

33 

11 

2 

3 

36 

15 

4 4 

9 

22 

32 51 

Barnsley 

34 

6 

6 

6 

28 

29 

8 2 

6 

24 

19 50 

Derby Cty 

33 

7 

6 

4 

21 

14 

6 3 

7 

15 

16 48 

Cardiff 

34 

8 

3 

7 

24 

21 

5 4 

7 

23 

28 46 

Brentford 

33 

7 

5 

4 

29 

18 

5 2 

10 

21 

30 43 

Birminghm 

34 

7 

4 

6 

21 

23 

4 6 

7 

15 

26 43 

Ipswich 

33 

6 

7 

4 

22 

20 

4 4 

8 

12 

21 41 

Q.P.R. 

34 

5 

4 

8 

17 

25 

6 3 

8 

20 

23 40 

A. Villa 

33 

7 

7 

2 

23 

16 

2 5 

10 

8 

22 39 

Nottm For 

34 

8 

3 

5 

27 

22 

2 4 

12 

19 

36 37 

Burton 

34 

7 

3 

7 

18 

17 

2 6 

9 

16 

30 36 

Wolves 

32 

4 

3 

9 

19 

26 

5 5 

6 

20 

18 35 

Bristol C 

33 

7 

2 

J 

20 

20 

2 4 

11 

24 

30 33 

Wigan 

34 

3 

6 

8 

12 

18 

4 4 

9 

18 

22 31 

Blackburn 

32 

5 

5 

6 

22 

24 

2 4 

10 

15 

26 30 

Rotherham 

34 

4 

4 

8 

20 

25 

0 1 

17 

12 

52 17 

SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon... 


.1 Walsall.0 


HT 0-0 

Bristol R.1 

O Clarke 39 
HT 1-0 

Charlton.0 


Bury... 


HT 0-2 

Coventry... 


Fleetwood Town.3 

Cole 42 
Grant 56 
Ball 60 
HT 1-0 

Gillingham.2 

Wright 41 pen,45 
HT 2-0 

M K Dons.2 

Agard 5 
Barnes 11 
HT 2-0 

Oldham.0 

HT 0-0 

Peterboro.3 

Baldwin 36 
Nichols 38 
Taylor 84 
HT 2-1 

Port Vale.1 

Hooper 58 
HT 0-1 

Sheff Utd.2 

Sharp 12,70 pen 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Sheff Utd 34 12 3 3 30 13 

Scunthorpe 33 9 6 1 33 13 

Fleetwood Tn34 11 6 1 31 15 

Bolton 32 11 3 3 28 13 

Bradford 34 6 11 0 26 14 

Southend_ _ _34_ _8_ _6_ _ _3_ 30 _21_ 

Millwall 33 9 5 3 25 12 

Peterboro 34 7 5 6 30 26 

Oxford Utd 32 7 4 4 17 13 

Rochdale 32 10 3 3 31 16 

Bristol R 34 9 6 3 32 21 

Walsall 34 8 4 4 28 22 

Wimbledon 33 6 6 4 29 20 

Charlton 33 5 6 5 19 13 

M K Dons 33 5 5 8 23 29 

Northmptn 34 7 2 7 28 22 

Gillingham 34 6 8 3 23 18 

Shrewsbry 34 7 3 6 18 18 

Bury 34 6 2 8 27 27 

Oldham 34 5 6 6 12 15 

Port Vale 32 7 5 5 25 23 

Swindon 34 5 4 7 15 15 

Chesterfld 34 6 3 8 19 26 

Coventry 33 4 6 6 16 18 


Northmptn.0 

Att 3,361 

Southend.1 

Ranger 83 
Att 6,542 

Shrewsbry.1 

Humphrys 90 

Att 8,322 

Millwall.0 

Att 3,856 

Rochdale.1 

Thompson 40 
Att 4,457 

Bradford.2 

Vincelot 41 
Jones 74 
Att 4,953 

Bolton.0 

Att 27,165 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 5 3 31 22 68 

8 4 5 26 21 61 

6 4 6 19 17 61 

6 4 5 16 14 58 

7 5 5 18 18 55 

__6_ _ 5_ _ 6 _ 22 _ 21_ 53 

5 5 6 22 28 52 

7 3 6 19 20 50 

7 3 7 25 20 49 

4 3 9 14 27 48 

3 5 8 19 32 47 

3 9 6 13 22 46 

4 7 6 15 23 43 

4 9 4 21 22 42 

6 4 5 19 12 42 

4 5 9 22 35 40 

3 4 10 21 35 39 

3 5 10 17 29 38 

4 5 9 24 34 37 

3 6 8 9 18 36 

1 5 9 9 28 34 

3 5 10 17 33 33 

1 4 12 12 30 28 

1 4 12 13 34 25 


SkyBet League Two 


HT 0-0 

Carlisle... 


HT 0-0 

Colchester.2 

Guthrie 63 
Porter 78 pen 
HT 0-0 

Crewe.1 

Jones 71 pen 
HT 0-2 

Doncaster.2 

Rowe 20 
Marquis 58 
HT 1-1 

Exeter.2 

Watkins 45 
Reid 90 
HT 1-2 

Leyton O.0 

HT 0-1 

Luton. 

Hylton 8 
HT 1-1 

Mansfield. 

Pearce 17 
Coulthirst 75 pen 
HT 1-1 

Morecambe. 

Molyneux 2 
HT 1-0 

Notts Cnty. 

HT 0-0 

Wycombe. 

Akinfenwa 15 


Cambridge 


Hartlepool 


Cheltnham... 


..1 Plymouth... 


..1 Grimsby... 


Crawley.. 


.2 

McNemey 43 
Payne 84 
Att 3,206 


P W I 

Doncaster 33 11 i 
Plymouth 32 9 : 
Carlisle 33 9 : 


0 33 16 
4 30 22 
3 30 25 


W D L F A Pt 

8 2 6 30 24 65 

10 2 4 22 13 62 

6 8 2 26 23 58 


POMPEY 

Luton 
Exeter 
Colchester 33 10 ; 


4 29 12 

4 29 19 
7 23 18 
4 32 21 


5 19 17 55 

3 20 12 54 
5 30 19 51 
21 50 


Att 4,586 

Scunthorpe.1 

Lockyer 73 og 
Att 8,784 

.1 

Lowe 21 
Att 14,640 

Oxford Utd.4 

Hall 17 
McAleny 35,60,69 
Att 5,901 

Swindon.3 

Ajose 32,71 
Obika 38 
Att 9,543 


POOLS 


Mansfield 

33 

8 

6 

4 

27 

15 

5 

5 

5 

16 

23 

50 

Stevenage 

33 

7 

1 

8 

31 

27 

8 

3 

6 

21 

23 

49 

Cambridge 

32 

6 

3 

7 

21 

21 

7 

4 

5 

20 

16 

46 

Wycombe 

33 

9 

3 

4 

22 

14 

4 

4 

9 

18 

28 

46 

Barnet 

33 

4 

7 

6 

17 

22 

7 

5 

4 

24 

22 

45 

Morecambe 

32 

6 

1 

9 

18 

26 

7 

5 

4 

23 

21 

45 

Grimsby 

33 

6 

4 

6 

21 

19 

6 

4 

7 

18 

21 

44 

Blackpool 

32 

5 

7 

3 

25 

16 

5 

6 

6 

22 

19 

43 

Crawley 

32 

7 

3 

4 

19 

16 

5 

3 

10 

21 

34 

42 

Yeovil 

33 

7 

5 

5 

20 

16 

2 

7 

7 

13 

24 

39 

Crewe 

33 

5 

6 

6 

22 

19 

3 

6 

7 

14 

29 

36 

Cheltnham 

33 

4 

6 

7 

20 

22 

4 

5 

7 

17 

24 

35 

Acc Stanley 

31 

5 

5 

5 

20 

20 

3 

5 

8 

14 

24 

34 

Notts Cnty 

33 

3 

7 

8 

17 

25 

6 

0 

9 

20 

33 

34 

Hartlepool 

33 

4 

7 

5 

18 

21 

3 

4 

10 

21 

37 

32 

Leyton 0 

33 

3 

1 

14 

15 

27 

5 

4 

6 

20 

24 

29 

Newport Co 33 

2 

7 

7 

19 

26 

3 

4 

10 

18 

27 

26 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


F A 


Forfar 


26 7 4 2 1 


Aberdeen.1 

Rooney 69 
HT 0-0 

Celtic.2 

Dembele 45,59 pen 
HT 1-0 

Motherwell.1 

Moult 22 


HT 1-5 

Partick. 

Doolan 5 
Lindsay 73 
HT 1-0 

St Johnstn... 


Ross Cnty.0 

Att 11,774 

Hamilton.0 

Dundee.5 

Jules 7 og 
Haber 27,45 
O’Hara 31 
Wighton 35 
Att 4,002 

Hearts.0 


Arbroath 26 6 5 3 26 14 

Elgin 24 7 1 4 30 16 

Annan Ath _ _2_6_ _8_ _1_ _ 4_ 24 16 

Montrose 21 
Berwick 21 
Stirling A 21 
Clyde 21 
Edinburgh City25 2 4 7 12 17 

Cowdenbth 23 3 1 7 10 15 


5 14 23 
5 20 20 
4 17 18 
3 19 16 


: A Pt 
16 54 
I 13 48 
I 13 44 
26 40 
16 32 
I 24 28 
i 28 27 
I 24 26 
i 14 23 
l 27 19 


Vanarama National League 


HOME 

P W D L F 
26 14 0 0 36 


Celtic 
Aberdeen 
Rangers 26 7 4 1 17 7 

Hearts 26 7 4 2 28 10 

St Johnstn 26 4 3 6 18 21 

26 5 4 4 17 15 


McKenzie 11 
Sammon 71 
Att 2,933 


L F A Pt 
0 33 12 76 

5 21 15 52 

6 17 23 43 
6 18 24 38 
3 15 12 37 
8 14 21 30 


Partick 

26 

4 

4 

6 

16 

17 

3 

4 

5 

12 

15 

29 

Kilmarnock 

26 

3 

4 

5 

13 

16 

3 

6 

5 

11 

25 

28 

Ross Cnty 

26 

3 

4 

6 

16 

24 

2 

5 

6 

12 

21 

24 

Motherwell 

26 

3 

2 

8 

17 

28 

3 

4 

6 

13 

25 

24 

Inverness CT26 

3 

6 

4 

20 

21 

1 

4 

8 

11 

26 

22 

Hamilton 

26 

3 

6 

4 

15 

16 

0 

6 

7 

10 

23 

21 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Aldershot. 

.4 

Bromley. 

.0 

Arnold 37, Fenelon 45 
Gallagher 47, McClure 83 

HT 2-0 



Att 2,014 

Braintree Town. 

.0 

Maidstone Utd.0 

HT 0-0 



Att 1,002 

Dover. 

Miller 4,72,80 

.3 

EASTLEIGH. 

.0 

HT 1-0 



Att 1,164 

Forest Grn 

.4 

Woking 

.... 3 

Marsh-Brown 37 



Jones 44 

Doidge 56 



Ugwu 54 

Bugiel 88,90 



Thomas 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 1,566 

Guiseley. 

.1 

N Ferriby. 

.2 

Hatfield 13 



Thompson 57 




Skelton 86 

HT 1-0 

Solihull Moors. 

.0 

Wrexham. 

Att 951 

.1 




Barry 7 pen 

HT 0-1 



Att 1,349 

Southport. 

.0 

Chester FC.. 

.1 

Horwood 67 

HT 0-0 



Att 1,496 

Torquay. 

.2 

Sutton Utd... 

.3 

Young 14 



Deacon 30 


.i 

Berry 65 
Att 2,396 

.3 

Roberts 73 
Linganzi 86 
Whatmough 90 
Att 7,197 

.1 

Thomas 82 


Att 3,357 

Stevenage.2 

Godden 7 
Franks 36 
Att 3,547 

Acc Stanley.2 

McCartan 4 
Edwards 81 
Att 5,272 

Blackpool.2 

Daniel 18 
Potts 39 
Att 4,125 

.1 

Winchester 21 
Att 4,747 

.1 

Tanner 25 
Att 9,124 

Newport County.1 


Ayr Utd. 

HT 0-0 

Dundee Utd. 

.0 

.1 

St Mirren.2 

Sutton 51 
Morgan 82 
Att 2,712 

Morton.1 

Durnan 83 


Kilday 39 

HT 0-1 



Att 6,065 

Falkirk. 

.2 

Dumbarton. 

.2 

Leahy 37 


Vaughan 38 

Austin 59 


Stirling 51 

HT 1-1 



Att 4,160 

Hibernian. 

.L 

Dunfrmline. 

.L 

HT L-L 




Queen Sth. 

.2 

Raith. 

.1 

Rankin 7 


Mvoto 60 

Lyle 36 





p w 

Lincoln City 31 11 


Biamou 47 
Beckwith 79 
Att 1,646 


W D L F A Pt 


3 2 36 13 


4 26 18 67 


Dagenham 33 
Forest Grn 33 8 
Tranmere 32 11 
Dover_33 10 _ 


5 27 22 
1 34 21 
3 23 13 


11 1 4 32 15 64 

10 1 5 34 21 63 

8 4 4 24 14 63 

24 59 


Hibernian 

P W 
24 6 

D 

4 

L 

1 

F 

22 

A 

7 

W 

8 

D 

4 

L 

F 

17 

A 

6 

Pt 

50 

Dundee Utd 25 

8 

4 

0 

22 

10 

4 

4 

5 

13 

15 

44 

Falkirk 

26 

7 

4 

3 

26 

17 

4 

5 

3 

16 

13 

42 

Morton 

25 

7 

5 

0 

18 

9 

4 

4 

5 

19 

18 

42 

Queen Sth 

25 

5 

3 

5 

20 

20 

4 

4 

4 

15 

15 

34 

Dumbarton 

26 

3 

6 

5 

12 

17 

3 

3 

6 

20 

23 

27 

Dunfrmline 

23 

3 

5 

3 

16 

18 

3 

3 

6 

12 

15 

26 

Raith 

25 

4 

4 

5 

13 

17 

2 

4 

6 

11 

17 

26 

Ayr Utd 

25 

2 

3 

7 

9 

21 

2 

7 

4 

14 

19 

22 

St Mirren 

24 

1 

4 

7 

7 

18 

2 

4 

6 

17 

24 

17 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Aldershot 

34 

11 

3 

3 

29 

11 

5 

6 

6 

18 

20 

57 

Gateshead 

34 

7 

8 

2 

32 

15 

8 

2 

7 

26 

21 

55 

Barrow 

32 

9 

5 

2 

28 

11 

5 

7 

4 

22 

21 

54 

Macdesfld 

32 

8 

1 

7 

23 

16 

8 

4 

4 

22 

15 

53 

Wrexham 

35 

10 

4 

4 

21 

16 

3 

6 

8 

14 

26 

49 

Chester FC 

34 

8 

3 

5 

30 

19 

4 

7 

7 

22 

28 

46 

Bromley 

34 

8 

2 

7 

21 

26 

5 

4 

8 

21 

25 

45 

Boreham W 33 

6 

5 

5 

13 

10 

5 

5 

7 

20 

22 

43 

Solihull 

34 

7 

2 

8 

27 

26 

5 

5 

7 

18 

23 

43 

EASTLEIGH 34 

6 

4 

7 

21 

21 

4 

8 

5 

22 

24 

42 

Sutton Utd 

31 

9 

3 

3 

21 

15 

2 

3 

11 

14 

28 

39 

Braintree Tn 33 

4 

4 

8 

16 

23 

6 

4 

7 

19 

28 

38 

Torquay 

34 

7 

4 

6 

26 

21 

2 

4 

11 

12 

27 

35 

Guiseley 

34 

7 

5 

5 

28 

23 

2 

3 

12 

13 

31 

35 

Wokinq 

34 

6 

5 

6 

25 

24 

3 

2 

12 

23 

40 

34 

Maidstone 

34 

5 

3 

9 

21 

34 

4 

4 

9 

17 

27 

34 

Southport 

34 

5 

4 

8 

26 

35 

3 

3 

11 

12 

36 

31 

N Ferriby 

35 

4 

2 

11 

9 

23 

5 

1 

12 

12 

29 

30 

York 

33 

4 

7 

6 

19 

20 

1 

6 

9 

11 

32 

28 


FA Trophy Fourth Round 


Att 3,824 

.0 


Att 1,824 

Yeovil.0 

Att 7,141 






Boreham W. 

.L 

Lincoln City 

Albion R. 

.P 

Queen Park. 

.P 

HT 0-0 



Postponed - due to adverse weather conditions. 


Dulwich. 

.L 

Macdesfld... 

Alloa. 

.2 

Airdrieonians.. 

.1 

Taylor 25 


Sur 

Graham 4,17 



Russell 22 

HT 1-2 



HT 2-1 



Att 540 

Tranmere. 

.L 

Barrow. 

Livinaston 

P 

Stenhsmuir 

.P 

Ihiekwe 32 



Postponed - due to adverse weather conditions. 


HT 1-1 



PptprhpaH 

1 

Fast Fite 

1 

York. 


L Brackley 

J Brown 64 



Smith 49 

Parkin 29 



HT 0-0 



Att 495 

HT 1-0 



Stranraer. 

.2 

Brechin. 

.0 





Gibson 22 
Malcolm 78 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Livingston 24 7 1 3 25 11 


1 3 30 15 50 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Alloa 
Airdrieonians25 

EastFjfe_24 _ _ 

Queen Park 24 
Brechin 24 
Peterhead 26 

Alb[o_n_R_23_ _ 

Stranraer 26 


4 20 16 
6 19 26 

. _ 4 _ 1? .14.. 
6 12 17 

5 12 14 

6 19 22 

_ 5.13 _1_4_ _ 
6 21 21 


2 28 17 41 
5 22 21 36 
314 13 35 

4 12 16 34 
7 16 18 32 

5 15 20 31 
4 16.17 30 
7 13 18 29 


Stenhsmuir 25 3 3 7 16 29 4 2 6 18 21 26 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Annan Athletic. 

Wright 74 

HT 0-0 

Arbroath. 

.1 

.4 

Clyde. 

Cowdenbth. 

.0 

Att 398 

.1 

Scott 5 

Doris 30 

Henderson 54 og 

Malin 73 

HT 2-0 

Berwick. 

.0 

Elgin . 

Rumsby 90 

Att 519 

.1 

HT 0-1 

Forfar. 

.0 

Montrose 

Scullion 31 og 
Att 403 

0 

HT 0-0 

Stirling A. 

.1 

Att 725 

Edinburgh City.0 

Kavanagh17 





Bath City. 

.0 

Ebbsfleet United.1 

HT 0-0 


Bubb 50 
Att 695 

B Stortfrd. 

..1 

Eastbourne Borough 4 

Callander 17 


Romain 47,85,90 

HT 1-0 


Pinney 50 
Att 282 

Chelmsford. 

..4 

Concord Rgs.3 

Rees 40 


Sembie-Ferris 25 

Jeffers 63,65 pen 


Cawley 70 

Spillane 81 


Della Verde 88 

HT 1-1 


Att 845 

East Thurrock. 

..1 

Poole Town.2 

Walker 77 


Devlin 39 pen 

HT 0-1 


Brooks 80 
Att 279 

Gosport Borough. 

.0 

H Hempstead.6 

HT 0-3 


Sheringham 32,35,70 
Parkes 39 
Robinson 55, Driver 72 

Hampton & Richmond.. 

.0 

Weston-S-Mare.2 

HT 0-1 


Lee 10 

Att 505 


Ash 86 

Hungerford Town. 

..L 

Maidenhead Utd.L 

HT 0-1 


Pritchard 2 
Att 724 

Margate. 

.0 

Whitehawk.2 

HT 0-0 


Passley 54, Southam 60 

Oxford C. 

..L 

Dartford.L 

Forde 91 


Hayes 70 

HT 0-0 

Truro City. 

.3 

St Albans.2 

Yetton 28, Pugh 51 


Bender 50, Walker 55 

Harvey 78 

HT 1-0 


Att 323 

Welling U. 

.0 

Wealdstone.1 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

EV0-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Banbuiy 1 St Ives 0 
Basingstoke 1 Chippenham 2 
Cambridge City 1 Leamington 1 
Cinderford 1 Redditch 1 
Dorchester 0 Slough 4 
Dunstable 1 Cirencester 1 
Hitchin 5 Kings Lynn 0 
Kettering 1 Chesham 2 
Merthyr Town 1 Frame Town 2 
St Neots 5 Kings Langley 2 
Stratford 1 Biggleswade 0 
Weymouth 2 Hayes & Yeading 2 
Division One South & West: 

AFC Totton 2 Didcot 1 
Bideford 2 Wimborne 0 
Bishops Cleeve 1 Winchester City 0 
Bridgwater 0 Barnstaple 3 
Evesham 1 Slimbridge 2 
Hereford 2 Swindon Supermarine 0 
Mangotsfield 1 Tiverton 2 
North Leigh 2 Larkhall 2 
Salisbury 3 Paulton Rovers 1 
Taunton 2 Yate 0 
Wantage 0 Shortwood 2 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

AFC Portchester 3 Bemerton HH 5 
Amesbuiy 1 Moneyfields 2 
Andover 3 Fawley 1 
Bashley 1 Sholing 1 
Blackfield & Langley 1 Alresford 0 
Brockenhurst 3 Bournemouth Poppies 3 
Horndean 6 Cowes Sports 0 
Lymington Town 2 Verwood 0 
Newport loW 3 Hamworthy Utd 2 
Team Solent 1 Fareham 3 
Whitchurch 0 Portland 4 
Division One: 

AFC Stoneham 0 Tadley Calleva 2 
Alton 5 Andover New Street 1 
Hythe & Dibden 0 Shaftesbury 5 
Laverstock & Ford 5 Fleet Spurs 2 
New Milton 2 US Portsmouth 4 
Pewsey Vale 1 Baffins MR 4 
Ringwood 1 East Cowes Vies 0 
Totton & Eling 3 Christchurch 2 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 

Bush Hill 0 Fleetlands 1 
Clanfield 3 Colden Common o 
Hayling Utd 4 Locks Heath 2 
Hedge End Rangers 3 Liss Athletic 2 
Liphook 2 Infinity 0 
Stockbridge 1 QK Southampton 7 
Winchester Castle 2 Paulsgrove 1 
Division One: 

AFC Petersfield 1 Michelmersh & Timsbuiy 3 
Four Marks 4 Lyndhurst 0 
South Wonston Swifts 1 Netley Central 3 
Upham 0 Sway 4 
Combination Division: 

Fleetlands 6 Four Marks 0 
Headley 0 Winchester Castle 0 
Michelmersh & Timsbuiy 1 Clanfield 0 
Overton 4 Bush Hill 3 
Paulsgrove 6 Liphook 1 
QK Southampton 2 Hedge End Rangers 1 
ALDERSHOT INTERMEDIATE CUP - Quarter-final: 
Bagshot Res 0 Headley Utd 4 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup: 

Hamble Club 5 Totton & Eling 2 
Division One East: 

Alresford Town 2 Alton 0 
Baffins MR 2 US Portsmouth 4 
Petersfield Town 2 Colden Common 1 
Tadley Calleva 3 Newport loW 1 
Sholing 1 Liss Athletic 0 
Division One West: 

Bournemouth 0 AFC Stoneham 1 
Downton 7 Romsey Town 1 
Verwood Town 2 New Milton Town 4 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Hedge End Town 2 Comrades 3 
Park Sports 1 Nursling 1 
Soton University 2 AFC Gulf Western 6 
Senior 1 

Montefiore Halls 4 Alderbuiy 5 
Supplementary League Trophy, knockout stage: 
Athletico Romsey 4 Priory Rovers 3 
Bishops Waltham Dyn 6 Capital 1 
Forest Edge Rovers 1 Braishfield 2 
Warsash Wasps 3 Hamble United 0 
junior League Cup, semi-finals: 
Athletico Romsey Res 0 Compton 1 
Athletico Romsey A1 FC Independence 1 
(Independence won 11-12 pens). 
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